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The Fringe
of the Unknown

Science and the Paranormal

L. Sprague de Camp

Superstition
and the Press
Curtis D. MacDougall
What would a person know if. during the past quarter century, he relied solely
on newspapers for his information about astrology, prophecies, doomsday
predictions, spiritualism, ghosts, poltergeists, exorcism, Bigfoot, sea serpents,
the Loch Ness monster, psychic healing, clairvoyance, ESP, UFOs, and similar
matters? Would he have the facts? What would his perception of the world be?
A distinguished journalist and university professor has written a devastating
critique of the American press in its treatment of claims of supernatural
phenomena. Superstition and the Press documents some of the most alarming
stories that have appeared in newspapers from all parts of the country.
especially New York, Chicago, Washington, and Los Angeles. The author's conclusions: Newspapers on the whole treat any claim to any supernatural experien ce or phenomenon without questioning its validity. It almost seems as
though Copernicus never lived; nor Galileo, Newton, Darwin. Huxley, Einstein,
or any of the others who have explained the nature of the earth and universe
about which earlier civilizations were ignorant. This is an age of science , contends Professor MacDougall , but not of scientific mindedness.
Does the press perpetuate ignorance and superstition? The information contained in this book will help answer the question.
Curtis D. MacDougall is emeritus professor of journalism at Northwestern
University. He has been a newspaper reporter, columnist, editor, and radio
commentator. and is the author of many books, including Interpretative Reporting, Understanding Public Opinion. and Hoaxes.
600 pages
ISBN 0-87975-211-4
ISBN 0-87975-212-2

Cloth $29.95
Paper $12.95

This fascinating study of little-known but important events in science and technology places
special emphasis on fringe science and pseudoscience. The first section of this three-part book,
"Our Ingenius Forebears," examines some of the
controversies, mysteries, and oddities surrounding ancient technologies. Occultists and pseudoscientists often attribute extraordinary
knowledge and wisdom to "the ancients "
crediting them with devices thought to have be~n
invented in recent centuries. The author refutes
some of these claims, but goes on to show that the
ancients, starting from a much lower base of
general knowledge, nevertheless achieved some
remarkably ingenious results.
"Beasts of Now and Then ," explores the oddities and controversies in biology. It tells of the
curious adventures and ramifications of the
elephant family, and the never-ending efforts to
prove that some monster from former eras still
roams the earth. Also discussed are the
celebrated sighting of a sea serpent by HMS
Daedalus in the South Atlantic in 1848, and the
many speculations about the great waves of extinction that have, from era to era, impoverished
the Earth's faunas.
The last section, "Scientists, Mad and Otherwise," considers the fictional "mad scientist" and
cases of outre behavior on the part of real scientists, from the merely eccentric to the certifiably
insane. In addition, the relation between science
and the pseudo-scientific cults is examined.
This volume of essays is at once as entertaining
as it is informative.
L. Sprague de Camp is best known as a writer of
fantasy and science fiction, but he has written
authoritatively in several other fields . He is he
author of over 95 books, including The Ancient
Engineers.
205 pages
ISBN 0-87975-204-1

Uri Geller
James Randi
Foreword by Leon Jaroff
There is more to Uri Geller than his countless
"miracles"-and Randi tells all in this fascinating examination of the Geller myth . What
really makes Geller run? Why have scientists
reported on all Geller's "successful" psychic
tests and ignored his many failures? Why will
Uri perform almost anywhere. anytime. except
in front of professional magicians? Can Geller
actually bend spoons, keys and nails with his
"psychic" powers? In one of the most eyeopening exposes of the century, Randi provides
a devasta ting blow to Geller and the pseudoscience of parapsychology.

"A healthy antidote to charlatanism on all
levels."
-Carl Sagan
. 309 pages (Illustrations) Paper $3
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Isaac Asimov
In this wide-ranging volume, America's most prolific science writer takes a
panoramic view of fringe science, technology, society and the future. Here is a
fascinating collection of essays, ranging the polemical to the persuasive, from
the speculative to the realistic.
The Roving Mind begins with a blistering attack on the latest and most controversial of the pseudosciences-creationism, followed by discussions of the
Moral Majority and the social implications of censorship.
Two dynamic sections in this book shed light on some important questions:
How can society differentiate between real science and pseudo-science? How
can we overcome technophobia? Is there a romance to science? With extraordinary insight and consummate skill, Asimov explores such topics as scientific speculation versus hypothesis and theory, scientific heretics, contact with
extraterrestrial life, science fiction, telepathy, UFOs, art and science , and
population.
Another section focuses on the wonders of the cosmos, with specific chapters
on Pluto, the Sun, Jupiter, Black Holes, relativity, and hyperspace.
A large section of the book is devoted to the future, not a purely speculative
one as depicted in a number of Asimov's outstanding science fiction stories, but
an exciting and realistic view of what awaits humankind. Asimov is at his best
when he describes a technologically sophisticated future. Cloning, bacterial
engineering, interplanetary travel, and space colonization are just some of the
probabilities discussed.
The essays in The Roving Mind have never before been published in book
form; many are published here for the first time. Written in the delightfully
clear prose for which Asimov is noted, this book should be required reading for
Asimov fans and for all who are intrigued by the many facets of modern science.
Isaac Asimov, trained as a biochemist, has published more than 250 books in
virtually every field of human knowledge. Of these, over 120 are in the sciences.
325 pages
ISBN 0-87975-201-7

Cloth $17.95

Cloth $16.95
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The Roving Mind

by James Randi

by James Randi
Introduction by Isaac Asimov
James Randi is an internationally known magician and escape artist who is also a leading investigator of paranormal, occult, and supernatural claims. This is a new paperback edition
of Randi's brilliant expose of ESP, levitation,
UFOiogy, dowsing, psychic detectives, psychic
surgery, psychokinesis, and other so-called
paranormal phenomena. An "entertaining
guide for skeptics...
- Washington Post
"Delightfully direct ... a healthy and often
hilarious book."
-New York Times Book Review
"Perhaps nobody in the world understands
both the virtues and the failings of the paranormal as well as Randi does. His qualifications as a rational human being are unparalleled."
-Isaac Asimov
340 pag (Over 100 illustrations)
ISBN0-87975-198-3 Paper $9.95

Inquest on The
Shroud of lurin
Joe Nickell
This authoritative book presents overwhelming
evidence that the "shroud" is actually the handiwork of a clever medieval artist.
The author traces the historical, iconographic, pathological, forensic, and physical
and chemical investigations of the purported
relic, and details microchemical tests.
Working with a team of distinguished experts, the author links the reported confession
and the scientific proof of pigments by demonstrating that the much-touted "photographically negative" image can actually be convincingly simulated by means of an artistic technique
employed in the Middle Ages.
Joe Nickell, a former professional stage
magician and private investigator, teaches
technical writing at the University of Kentucky.
275 pages (Illustrations)
ISBN 0-87975-194-0 Cloth $14.95
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Science: Good, Bad and Bogus
(Martin Gardner). A bold attack
on the pseudosciences. ·· ... entertaining and instructive .. .
Gardner sheds a light of reason
on a variety of fallacies .... a
book to be dipped into and enjoy ed ." -Chris I iu n Science
Monitor
ISBN 0-87975-144-4 Cloth $18.95

Thinking Straight (Antony
Fle w]. A primer in the falla cies
of informal logic and a devastating critique of the innumerable ways in whi ch people
reason ba dly.
ISBN 0-87975-088-X Pa per $5.95
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to win argument s.

World renowned statistician and
psychologist Michel Gauquelin critically examines the claims of popular
astrology. The author scientifically
appraises the horoscopes and forecasts of astrology and surveys
astrological commercialism. Gauquelin presents his own research into cosmic influences on personality.
158 pages
ISBN 0-87975-099-5 Cloth $14.95

Astrology -Disproved
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ISBN 0-87975-046-4 Paper $6.95

Michel Gauquelin

Objections to Astrology
Bart J. Bok and
Lawrence E. Jerome
A statement issued by 192 scientists,
including nineteen Nobel Prize winners. Also contains essays by Bart J.
Bok, former president of the American Astronomical Society, and
Lawrence E. Jerome.
62 pages
ISBN 0-87975~1-8 Cloth $6.95
ISBN 0-87975-059-6 Paper $4.95

Houdini

edited by Jan Ludwig
This unique volume explores a
range of fundamental questions
about the- research of parapsychological phenomena. It analyzes and appraises claims about
ESP, precognition, clairvoyance,
telepathy, psychokinesis, and
other related phenomena.
Among the contributors are:
J.B. Rhine , M. Kneale, C.J.
Ducasse, Paul Meehl, S.G. Soal,
Antony Flew, William James,
Percy W. Bridgman, C.D. Broad,
James Wheatley, and C.W.K.
Mundie.
454 pages
ISBN (}.87975-078-8 Cloth $16.95
ISBN (}.87975-076-6 Paper $9.95
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The Art of Deception (Nicholas
Capa ldi). A remarkably clear
and practical ana lysis of informal logi c a nd how fallacies can
be used lo trap the unwary and

Dreams and Illusions
of Astrology

Miracle Mongers and
Their Methods

Philosophy and
Parapsychology

Paranormal Borderlands of Science (K endrick Frazier). Articles by Isaac Asimov . Martin
Gardner. James Oberg. James
Randi. George Abell. Philip
Kl ass. and others explore frinRe
scien ce and the paranormal.
""A n indispensable reference .. .""
- New Scientist.
ISBN 0-87975-148-7 Paper$13.95

Throughout his lifetime, Houdini insisted that all of his tricks had rational, understandable explanations
with no supernatural elements. In
this long-out-of-print classic, the
legendary magician and illusionist
reveals the deceptive methods
employed by fire-eaters, sword·s wallowers, and other "wonders."
This book will be hailed by Houdini
followers.
240 pages
ISBN 0-87975-143-6 Cloth $13.95

What About Gods?

Lawrence E. Jerome

Chris Brockman

The public has been flooded with an
overwhelming number of publications that praise astrology.
In this illustrated book, author
Lawrence E. Jerome convincingly
criticizes the age-old discipline of
astrology, charging that it is nothing
more than " simple magic" masquerading as a valid science.

The first book of its kind: a skeptical treatment of religion in a
book designed to be read by or to
children. Chris Brockman approaches belief in God in clear
language, and stresses the importance of critical thought in a
child's perception of the world.

233 pages
ISBN 0-87975-067-7 Cloth $15.95

Foreword by
The Amazing Randi

ToG.P.O. BOX 1555 P
MELBOURNE 3001.

QUANTITY

ORDER FORM
PRICE

TITLE

32 pages
ISBN IHl7975-106-1
Paper $4.95

UFOs:
The Public Deceived

ESP
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Philip

II
ESP and Parapsychology
(C. E. M. Hansel]. The most comprehensive skeptical trea tment
of pa ra psychology yet available. ·· ... the best kind of wry.
informed skepticism.""-Kirkus
Reviews.

ISBN 0-87975-119-3 Cloth $16.95
ISBN 0-87975-120-7 Paper $9.95

The Psychology of the Psychic
(Dav id Ma rks and Richard Kammann]. A devasta ting analysis
of psychic phenomena. ·· ... A
top-notch job of demonstrating
the lack of any reliable evidence for psychic phenomena." "
-Americun /ourn u/ u.f Psychology.
ISBN 0-87975-121-5 Cloth $16.95
ISBN 0-87975-122-3 Paper $9.95

An Anthology of Atheism and Rationalism
edited -~ Gordon Stein
0-87975-136-3 Cloth $16.95
Atheism: The Case Against God
by George H. Smith
0-87975-124-X Paper $7 .95
The Atheist Debater's Handbook
by B.C. Johnson
0-87975-153-5 Cloth $10.95

J. Klass

Is the United States engaged in a massive coverup of Unidentified Flying Objects, as reported in the New York Times? Was Travis Walton, a young man
from Arizona featured on an ABC-TV network show really abducted and held
captive for five days aboard a UFO? Are alien craft penetrating the air space
over some of this nation's most vital military bases, as reported on the front
page of the Washington Post? Or has the public been brainwashed into accepting fantasy as fact because the news media has shirked its responsibility to investigate before publicizing extraordinary claims?
"For much too long, the public has been misled by half-truths, by coverups,
and by outright falsehoods ... It is time to talk sense to the public about Unidentified Flying Objects," writes Philip J. Klass in the Introduction to UFOs: The
Public Deceived. Klass, who has been called the "Sherlock Holmes of UFOiogy,"
has devoted nearly two decades to investigating the most famous . challenging
UFO incidents. In this new book, Klass examines the popular belief that the
U.S.- Government is engaged in a "UFO Coverup" using once-secret CIA files
which show quite the opposite. Some of the most famous UFO incidents of the
past decade are analyzed, including a famous "abduction" incident in which intentional deception was used by a widely read newspcper and a major UFO
organization to keep the full facts from the public.
Philip J. Klass is senior editor for Aviation Week & Space Technology and an
internationally recognized authority on the subject of UFOs. He is the author of
UFOs Explained and is also a founding fellow of the Committee fmUhe Scientific
Investigation of Claims of the Paranormal and chairman of its UFO Subcommittee.
308 pages
ISBN 0-87975-201-4

Cloth $17.95
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POST AGE & HANDLING
TOTAL

Remittance must accompany all orders .
Please include $1.50 postage and handling for first book,
.50 for each additional book ($4 .00 maximum).
Prices in this catalog are subject to change without no_tice.
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