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From the President

Perpetrators of ignorance
My normal attitude of bemused tolerance of irrational
belief was recently shattered by the showing on TV
of a video tape taken of the birth, and subsequent
death, of a baby whose arrival was attended by all
the shibboleths of the New Age. My anger is not
directed at the people personally involved in these
tragic events, but at the perpetrators of the specious
mythology encompassed by the term, New Age.
The New Age is but one of many manifestations
of an anti-intellectual tendency in the human mind,
that finds further expressions in the spurious dogma
and
the
return
of
of creation
"science"
fundamentalism in various religions. A widely read
columnist in a national newspaper recently sought to
support his reasoned opposition to experimentation
on human embryos with a wide ranging and
unreasonable attack on science.
The promoters of these simplistic solutions quite

unashamedly use techniques and technologies,
which are the fruits of knowledge, to peddle the
benefits of ignorance. It is not difficult to understand
why many people seek solace in the superficial
attraction of simple solutions to the complex
problems attendant upon life in a technological age,
but they ignore history if they believe that it is
possible to go back into some mythical "golden age".
Knowledge is often uncomfortable. It can be,
and often is, misused. But ignorance is never a real
alternative.
Regardless of how the results of
knowledge may have been abused, any study of
history will show that ignorance has always caused
more pain, suffering and death than knowledge ever
has.
Scepticism may not be the most comfortable of
positions, but it is the only position a rational being
can afford to take. In this argument, we are on the
side of the angels.

- Barry Williams
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Fifth Skeptics
Convention at
National
Science and
Technology
Centre
The Canberra branch of Australian
Skeptics has managed a coup by
organising for the Fifth Skeptics
Convention to be held in the newly
opened
National
Science
and
Technology Centre on the shores of
Lake Burley Griffin in Canberra.
The convention will be held on March
25 and 26, 1989 (the Saturday and
Sunday of the Easter weekend) on
the
theme
"Mythunderstanding:
Myths of the 80s".
The program promises to be
extremely interesting and varied.
Topics to be covered will be include a
discussion on why people believe in
modern myths, a look at the occult
and its recent revival, a mineralogical
look at crystals and their supposed
powers, the myths (and massacres) of
racism, the problems with education
and its encouragement (or otherwise)
of critical thinking, and much more.
There will also be the announcement
of the Bent Spoon Award (who will be
this year's perpertrator of the most
preposterous paranormality?) and the
Skeptics' Journalism Award .
The
organisers also hope to have a
screening of topical films and an
appearance by our favourites, the
magicians who can outdo the
psychics.
There will be a dinner on the Saturday
night, which will also be held at the
Science and Technology Centre .
The Centre itself is Australia's premier
hands-on museum of applied science
and technology. It allows children
and adults to participate in scientific
experiments and demonstrate the
natural laws of the physical sciences.
The Centre was opened last October,
and represents many years of effort
on the political and scientific fronts. It
aims to encourage visitors to realise
that science is not an abstract and

frightening thing (a view that has
allowed the flourishing of many antiintellectual and irrational pursuits) but
rather a picture of our everyday lives ,
a learning skill that encourages
investigative and critical thinking.
The entrance fee for the convention
is $15 per person, which includes a
two day pass to the Science and
Technology Centre.
The charge for the dinner, which
begins at 7.30 on March 25, is $20
per person (price does not include
drinks, which will be available at the
bar) . Dinner in a museum at night is
an experience not to be missed.
Those intending to attend the
convention and/or the dinner
should
note
that
~
registration
is
absolutely
essential.
Payment should be
sent
to
Canberra
Skeptics
(Conference Booking), PO Box 555,
Civic Square, Canberra ACT 2608 .
Cheques should be made payable to
Canberra Skeptics. There should be
a registration form included with this
issue - if not, simply send your details
(name and number of people) and
enclose with your payment to the
above address.
Tickets will be collected at the
entrance to the National Science and
Technology Centre.

"Skeptical"
book launch at
convention
"Skeptical", which presents
the Skeptical view on a wide
range of paranormal topics
in short, easy to
understand, pieces, will be
launched at the convention.
The book has been
produced by the Canberra
Skeptlcs (and especially the
late Dr Don Laycock) with
contributions from other
Skeptlcs branches.
We also hope to have a
range of T-shirts and back
Issues available at the
convention.
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Prediction
updates
- Tom Wards
wrong again!
The first few months of this year has
interesting time for
been an
predictions of coming events by
"world famous" psychics of one ilk or
another.
"Internationally known" clairvoyant
Tom Wards is back in action, despite
apparently having disappeared from
the pages of Australasian Post.
According to a report in the WA
Sunday Times, Mr Wards is now
claiming a "75% accuracy with his
national and international forecasts
over the past 12 years". Obviously
this doesn't include his predictions
analysed in these pages over past
years, in which his accuracy was
closer to 5%.
Unfortunately, he's already off to a
bad start, as he predicted a cliffhanger election in WA on February 4
with the Liberals winning "by a small
margin".
He also claims that "more than 100
people had won major dividends from
his numerical predictions" (see story
this issue for another such scheme).
For Western Australia he has also
predicted:
* a Perth inventor will develop a
household gadget which will be used
in kitchens around the world:
* WA will see a good deal more
Japanese investment;
* Alan Bond could move some of his
main operations to the UK during a
five year austerity period for the state.
He and Bond Media will also dispose
of some TV and print assets.
* There will be a drastic cut in personal
fortunes and the number of WA
millionaires will be cut by half this year.
* Gambling funds will dry up, causing
a drop in revenue for the Perth
Casino and the racetracks.
* An exclusive Perth property will be
sold to an overseas buyer for 20%
less than it was was bought two years
ago in March or April.
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* and, in the "blood and gore
department", a senior WA politician
will die in a "horror accident".

Astrologer
Canberra was visited by "world
famous Indian astrologer" Ashutosh
Ojha, although as The Sydney
Morning Herald's
Mike Seccombe
pointed out, "International backwater
that Canberra is, Mr Ojha's reputation
had not preceded him".
Nevertheless, Mr Ojha made a
number of predictions of concern to
Australian politicians:
* John Howard should be careful to
avoid treachery, particularly from a tall,
dark complexioned man with a small
face, an eccentric manner and a limp,
who will prove to be a Judas for the
Opposition leader.
* Andrew Peacock could have his
ambitions fulfilled within 72 hours if
he wore a peacock blue sapphire. He
has also entered the best period of
his life, and will show courage and get
a lot of support, particularly from
women.
* Labor will win an election in 1990;
we presume that means a Federal
election, as a conservative Federal
government cannot possibly happen
until after 1991 according to Mr Ojha.
* Paul Keating's high interest rate
policies will cut inflation, but there
could be an economic crisis in 1990.
He could become Prime Minisiter.
* Australia's population will increase
fourfold in the next decade - that's
about 64 million people by the year
2000 (are you doing your bit?).
* a cure for AIDS will be found within
the next two years.
* and Australia's economy will boom
over the next few years (obviously noone's told Tom Wards, and how that
equates with an economic crisis in
1990 is anybody's guess, but that's
economics for you).
Japan's economy will also bloom, in
case you're interested, but then go
into decline. And the USSR will
suffer more earthquakes.
is
always
Australian
Skeptics
interested to receive copies of
predictions of future events, but
preferably before the event is due to
take place.
-TM

Obituary
Don Laycock
It is a sad duty to report the death of
Don Laycock, one of the founding
members of the Canberra Skeptics,
who died after an illness on
December 27, 1988.
Don was a graduate of Newcastle
University, working as a researcher in
anthropology at Adelaide University
and undertook his PhD at the
Australian National University, where
he later became a senior fellow in the
Research School of Pacific Studies.
He was also a Fellow of the Australian
Academy of the Humanities and vicepresident (1985-87) of the Australian
Linguistic Society.
It was his linguistic skills that
represent some of this writer's
warmest memories of Don. At the first
Skeptics convention in Sydney in
1985, he performed a rendition of
"speaking in tongues" and a trance
possession by spirits that were easily
highlights of the convention . He was
also
an
expert
in
divination
techniques (particularly Tarot cards) .
He will be sadly missed by his family
and all his Skeptical friends.
-TM

In Brief
New Phone Number: The Skeptics now have a permanent phone
number for you to use. Nornally
manned by an extremely friendly
answering machine, messages can
be left for later action. The number is
(02) 407 2071 .
Robert Sheaffer Visit: It is hoped
that Robert Sheaffer, one of the
world's foremost experts on UFOs,
science writer, author of "The UFO
Verdict: Examining the Evidence"
and a fellow of CS ICOP, will be
visiting Australia in April or May of this
year. At this stage, it is likely he will
visit Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide
and Brisbane.
Local branches of
Australian Skeptics will keep you
informed.
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Skeptic asks: "Are psychics involved in a million dollar numerology rip- off?"

Money in Nutnbers
- But for Whotn?
HARRY EDWARDS
Most of us are familiar with the get-rich-quick
schemes that are advertised frorn time to time,
appealing to man's inherent greed and
gullibility.
Normally, they would not attract the
interest of the Australian Skeptics, but the latest,
which claims to be based on astrological and
numerological "sciences", and can be had for
the price of a beer, comes within its ambit.
For $2, the advertisers will send you your
"Golden Lucky Number", supposedly calculated
from the positions of the stars and planets at the
time of your birth, and with which it is inferred
you may win over $1 million in less than one
month.
To briefly recap, we know neither
astrology nor numerology have any scientific
basis.
Astrology
erroneously
ascribes
influences on the destiny of man and events on
Earth to planetary forces, and numerology is a
popular entertainment ascribing abstract and
arbitrary
meanings
and
significance
to
numbers. Both are claims long discredited.
Starting in September 1987, full page
advertisements appeared in several national
newspapers and magazines at a cost of
approximately $5000 to $6000 each (based on
quoted advertising rates).
The principals involved were Garry
Wiseman, described as a leading astrologer'',
amd Mark Gruner, billed as a "renowned
numerologist".
In laudatory biographies, Mr Wiseman
claims to have made numerous uncanny
predictions, of which only two are listed (the
failures are not mentioned), and Mr Gruner
describes himself as "Australia's best known
numerologist" (the superlatives are usually
acquired in the trade through the simple
expedient of self-nomination.

The Burning Question
Addressing the burning question, "Why
would these gentlemen spend tens of
thousands of dollars and a lot of time
advertising such a magnanimous offer for little
or no return, when it is so easy to pick up a
million dollars a month?", the answer, on
perusing the wording of the advertisement,
seems elusive. But of one thing we can be
sure, it is not as they state out of compassion for
the gamblers who have not struck the jackpot!
The heading reads: "Will Our Revelations
Empower YQ.u To WIN OVER $1 MILLION IN
LESS THAN ONE MONTH".
In their haste to become instant
millionaires, the less observant may not have
The original advertisement, as it appeared in New
Idea, Sept 5, 1987
FREE•! FR.EE•? FREE•! FREE•? FR.EE•! FR.EE•?
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noticed the absence of some punctuation, and
accepted what is in fact a question as an
inferred promise of instant riches.
Had it been put as a question, then in all
sincerity one would have to answer "no", for
when the evidence is examined, the offer
appears to be no more than an age-old
gambling system dressed up in the equally
aged
pseudosciences
of astrology and
numerology.
In its original form, the con artist gives "the
good oil" on a horse to a punter who then, if the
nag wins, gives the tipster a percentage of his
win. Unbeknown to the punter, the tipster has
also given the names of all the other horses in
the race to other punters on the same basis obviously the con-man wins every time.
The scheme under consideration here
goes a little further - not only is it misleading, but
those who are lucky enough to win (if any) are
then used to testify to the accuracy of the
information provided.
A proviso in the advertisement reads:
"Should your lucky number win you over
$100,000, you agree in writing for the promoters
of the scheme to use your name and
photograph to help show other people the way".
This benevolent gesture, when translated
pragmatically, has a different connotation - with
a broad enough base, and substantive (albeit
false) proof of the claim that there is such a
thing as a "lucky number", credence and
legitimacy are established, enhancing the
entrapment of others gullible enough to fall for
the advertising spiel.
Interestingly, since its inception eighteen
months ago, there has never to my knowledge
been any mention or report of a winner - large
or small.
Proof?
Positive statements in the advertising
brochures are conspicuous by their absence ambiguity and unsubstantiated "proofs"
abound.
We are told, for instance, that "at least one
world renowned expert believes that the
position of the stars and planets at the time of
birth influences their destiny more strongly than

7
any other force".
The authority is not named and his
"expertise" is a belief, notwithstanding that there
is not one iota of scientific evidence in support
of such a belief and much evidence to the
contrary.
We are also told that astrology and
numerology are "sciences", and that the unique
skills of the experts (Wiseman and Gruner?)
have provided important winning numbers to
friends
and
clients
helping them
win
tremendous "$$$fortunes".
Again there is no substantiation of the
claim provided, and we are left to speculate as
to what "unique skills" are required to interpret
natal horoscopes and to juggle numbers, other
than possessing a little imagination and a naive
belief in these long discredited ancient arts.
Throughout their spiel, the proprietors
urge their prospective clients "to have faith" in
their (the vendors') system.
This is an old psychological ploy following
a basic pattern: first, create a need and then
offer a panacea (to be happy and content you
need money); second, discredit any opposition
(in ·this case, any other get rich quick schemes);
and third, faith will be your salvation.
The proponents conclude their blurb with
the question, "Will their extraordinary powers
help to make you another big$$$$ winner?"
There being no definition of what these
"extraordinary powers" are, and no evidence in
support of their claim to possess such powers,
the answer is again "no". Despite this, however,
there is a statistical probability that there will be
a small percentage of winners, provided that
sufficient numbers of participants can be
inveigled into the scheme.
Once again the question can be raised,
that
if these
"experts"
endowed with
"extraordinary powers" can divine the numerical
key to riches, why would they peddle the
information for a few dollars at a time?
Logistics (and the catch)
The logistics of the exercise are
interesting and revealing.
On the basis of four advertisements at
$5000 each, approximately 11,000 respondents
would be required to break even. Taking into
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Registration cards received under various names.
Although difficult to reproduce (copies can be
supplied to Interested readers) the registration
numbers for each card are: Sept 3, 1987 - #6023;
Nov 4, 1987 - #31334; Mar 3, 1988 - #41697; Oct 6,
1988 - #155061

the digits of your birth date together then
continuing the process until it reduces to one
integer
number
26/01/1989
=
2+6+0+ 1+1+9+8+9 = 36 = 3+6 = 9), a
patronising astrological theme sagaciously
worded to invoke further interest in the scheme,
and a few more unsupported claims and
promotional gimmicks.
There do not appear to be any astrological
calculations involved.
The catch is that your Golden Lucky
Number, to be of any "value", must be used in
conjunction with other numbers, which the
promoters of the scheme will sell you on a
three, six or twelve monthly basis for $30, $50
and $75 respectively.
For those who failed to succumb, a followup letter (with the same sequential number on
the address label) promises a free "Exquisite
Genuine Diamond Jewelry Ensemble of one
pair of 0.25pt Diamond Stud Earrings and a
matching 0.25pt Diamond Solitaire Pendant" if
you act immediately and sign up for the
"Enchanted Numbers".
Mark Gruner's solo ad, without Garry Wiseman, as it
appeared In The Sun, Feb 22, 1988

Famous Psychic/Numerologist ChallengesAustralla

"PAY ME

account the cost of postage, printing and
stationery, there would be a profit of $1.50 per
capita thereafter.
(By my calculations, after
eight weeks as at November 4, 1987, over
31,000 replies had been received, this number
being deduced from what appears to be the
sequential registration numbers incorporated in
the address labels.)
However, when administrative costs (rent
of office, phone, staff, computer equipment, etc)
are taken into consideration, together with the
fact that the response would diminish
exponentially in time with the absence of further
expensive advertising, one could be excused
for concluding that either "extraordinary powers"
do not include business accumen or that the
whole exercise was a sprat to catch a mackerel.
The latter turns out to be the case.
For your $2 you receive your "Golden
Lucky Number" (calculated simply by adding
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With diamonds selling at $2000 a carat, is
this an offer too good to refuse, and are the
proprietors as philanthropic as they would have
us believe?
Accompanying the "free gift" is a
photocopy of an appraisal certificate issued by
the Gemological Appraisal Bureau Inc of New
York, who confirm that they have: "examined 1
pair of Yellow Metal Earrings set with 2 Round
Near Colourless Stones 1 Pendant Yellow
Metal With 1 Round Near Colourless Stone.
Conclusion: Natural Diamonds - Blocked Single
Cut - 0.0025 cts each".
However, in view of the fact that the
certificate number on each photocopy of the
original certificate sent with the gift is the same,
it would appear that only one set was submitted
for appraisal, and it does not necessarily follow
that the hundreds and possibly thousands of
ensembles given away were of the "quality"
stated nor indeed appraised individually.
A letter of inquiry sent to the Appraisal
Bureau remains unacknowledged.
A Scam?
It doesn't take too much imagination to
calculate the worth of the gift, but what else do
you get for your money?
You will receive a set (s) of random
numbers to play games of chance (Lotto,
lotteries, pools, horse and dog racing, etc). If
non-replicated sets of numbers are sent to a
multitude of clients, this will of course, applying
the laws of probability and Bernoulli's law of
greater numbers, enhance the probability of
someone hitting the jackpot or at least winning
a minor prize, thus enabling the proprietors of
the scheme to claim success.
In effect, an involuntary betting syndicate
has been formed controlled by the proprietors of
a system who, regardless of whether you win or
lose, stand to collect a handsome commission .
It works this way.
The chances of an individual winning
Lotto (at least, under NSW conditions) are
approximately 3.8 million to one, and even then
the prize may have to be shared.
The more permutations submitted by one
person or a syndicate obviously increases the
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odds of winning. Needless to say, if it were
possible to organise a syndicate of 3.8 million,
millions of dollars are there for the taking.
It would seem, however, that there may
have been some dissension in the camp,
because after March 1988 new full page
advertisements started to appear over the sole
name of "Famous Psychic/Numerologist" Mark
Gruner, who offers to reveal your "Personal
Power Number" for free. (Actually he asks for
three standard postage stamps.) He does ask
though that,. when you have won a million
dollars, to send him one per cent!
One can only speculate on the withdrawal
of Garry Wiseman from the scheme. It does
tend to confirm , however, my suspicion that no
astrological calculations have ever been, nor
are, involved.
Half-way through the year there was
another development - mail started to flood in
from others seeking to sell their get-rich-quick
schemes including:
The Harvard Sq. Laboratory Systems on the
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to identify your "power zone" on Earth where more
propitious conditions prevail, and the transparent CycloCarto-Graphy overlay enables you to ascertain which of the
A-C-G potentials are being activated.]
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Labels and forms from Lioncroft and Harvard Sq
(respectively) bearing the same registration numbers
as on the Enchanted Numbers labels.

Gold Coast, Queensland;
lnterwin Lotto Systems, Lioncroft Pty Ltd, South
Brisbane;
The Endeavour Art Union Foundation;
Official Canadian Lotteries;
W.W. Enterprises, Vancouver, Canada;
Dr Ken, Ultimax System, West Australia;
Maureen Fitzpatrick (clairvoyant-Tarot) with
three telephone numbers;
"Get Inspired", 202 Pitt Street, Sydney, selling
"Astro-Carto-Graphy" and "Cyclo-Carto-Graphy"
reports*
Edgar J . Winter (same address) offering an
astrology/numerology package deal for $60,
and another from Messrs Gruner and Winter
offering $45 seminars on numerology and
astrology.
There were two others in a different
category - Time Life Books and The Guide Dogs
Association.
[* An Astro-Carto-Graphy is a map which allows you

In all cases the sequential registration
numbers on the address labels were identical to
those received from Mr Gruner.
What could be seen as the hypocrisy and
irony of Mr Gruner's actions should not go
unnoticed - part of his blurb reads "In my many
years of numerological research, I have come
across countless systems for playing Lotto. As
far as I am concerned you might as well throw
darts or let your pet canary peck at numbered
pieces of corn!".
One could also be forgiven for questioning
his principles, after speculating on why mail
was received from the con artists he condemns,
bearing his sequential registration numbers!
The sale of "sucker lists" or lists of
potential clients, in the presumed quantities we
are dealing with here, at a modest rate of 50
cents per name, would make a nice icing on
anyone's cake.
At the beginning of October 1988, the
sequential registration numbers on the address
labels exceeded 155,000. It may be as well to
mention that most of the information contained
in this article was obtained by applying for the
"enchanted", "lucky golden" or "personal power"
numbers, using different names but the same
address. Each new name was accompanied by
a higher registration number than the previous
one, indicating that they are sequential rather
than random.
Although
Mr Gruner's computer/registration system appears to list his clients under
the headings of zodiac signs, and/or post codes
and/or birth dates, the numbers being allotted to
one of these categories, he evidently doesn't
cross check the addresses.
In addition to the "exquisite jewelry
ensemble", the latest blurb includes a money
back guarantee plus $10, and a bonus offer of
an additional month or two of "enchanted
numbers" if you subscribe right away.
As an interesting aside, advertisements
remarkably similar to those of Wiseman and
Gruner appeared in the USA's Daily News and
Daily Record in March 1987, and in New
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Zealand and Australia in November 1988, this
time under the name of well known American
astrologer/psychic, Irene Hughes.
Her appearance in NZ and Australia was
short lived however, and leaves much to
speculation.
Apart from an unsubstantiated claim that
using his "very powerful system" Mr Gruner and
his friends have won the lottery several times
(no details or amounts of course!), and that he
now wants to share it with others, he also
"challenges Australia". While his challenge is
rather vague, the Australian Skeptics' challenge
is not - we have a standing prize of $20,000 for
any person who can prove under controlled test
conditions their claim to possess supernatural
or paranormal powers. This includes the ability
to predict winning numbers or combinations
thereof by using the pseudo-sciences of
astrology or numerology.
The Winners?
However, perhaps our $20,000 may not
be tempting enough.
Additional information obtained from a
"reliable source" confirms my guesstimates, that
in 1988 $125,000 was spent on advertising the
numbers system, and 28,000 replies were
received.
If the sequential reigstration numbers
(155,000 was passed in October 1988)
represent the total number of initial replies to
the advertisements, the 28,000 replies referred
to can be assumed to be those who paid $30,
$50 or $70 for the other numbers necessary to
play the system.
This represents a minimum gross return of
155,000 x $2 plus 28,000 x $30 (minimum)
which equals $1,150,000.
Allowing $150,000 for advertising, office
overheads and the exquisite jewelry ensemble
giveaways, this infers a net profit in excess of
$1,000,000!
This does not include income from the
sale of lists of names nor from any winner under
the system sharing their winnings with the
proprietor. However, as at January 1989, there
has been no mention in any advertisement of
any client winning any amount since the system

The advertisement from Irene Hughes as it appeared
In the Dally Mirror, Nov 8, 1988. It bears reamrkable
similarities to the Gruner/Wiseman ad (see page 6).

was first advertised.
My own investment of $30 on behalf of
The Skeptics for three months' lucky numbers,
during which time I should, according to the
promoters, win three million dollars, produced
absolutely nothing in the way of winnings. The
best line out of 97 entries in the NSW Lotto had
three correct numbers; most of the time not one
single number came up!
Conclusion? Yes, Mr Gruner's revelations
certainly did produce winnings of a million
dollars - but not for the gullible who invested
their money in the get rich quick scheme.
Harry Edwards is national secretary of Australian Skeptics
and an active investigator of paranormal claims both in Australia
and overseas.

Footnote: Recent reports in Choice magazine (Feb 89)
and the Sydney local Manly Daily (Jan 27, 89) have
mentioned this and similar lucky number schemes,
although none of these reports have mentioned the
extent of the potential turnover for the operators.
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Nu01erology - it
just don't add up!
SIR JIM R. WALLABY
Talking the other day to the Skeptics' Ace
Investigative Reporter, Harry Edwards, about
his expose of a numerological get-rich-quick
scheme, I pondered on just what· numerology is
all about.
The name suggests that it should be about
the study of numbers, but, as is usual in these
occult matters, names can be deceptive. After
all, astrology should be about the study of stars
and it clearly is not.
Combing through my sceptical library for
some learned dissertation on the subject, I was
astonished to discover that no-one appears to
have seriously investigated this popular
Most investigators
pseudoscientific belief.
appear to mention numerology, if at all, only in
passing, as yet another sad example of human
gullibility.
Undaunted, and with visions dancing in
my head of being recognised as the author of
the definitive work on the topic, I turned to the
works of believers to seek some insights.
Enlightenment was not long in coming.
Numerology is a belief of such stupefying
banality as to make astrology look like an exact
science.
We Wallabys did not get where we are
today by refusing challenges just beause of
their utter pointlessness, so herewith the
ultimate and definitive work on the ancient art of
numerology (Nobel Prize Committee please
note).
What is Numerology?
"Numerology is the art of predicting by
numbers and can provide an extremely
interesting and accurate insight into character
and personality. It requires no extrasensory
out
worked
simply
is
but
powers
Your
in
Petrie,
mathematically", or so Ann
Psychic World A-Z would have us believe. That

appears to be a fairly accurate and simple
concensus of the position of other works
(They are all simple - there is
consulted.
nothing complex about numerology.)
They usually contain references to
Pythagoras and to the Jewish Cabala, a fairly
standard practice among modern proponents of
pseudoscience, the assumption being that
association with ancient scholarship coming to
grips with the nature of the real world somehow
lends antiquity, and thus validity, to beliefs that
have failed to measure up to any rational test.
How Does It Work?
The whole universe is governed by
numbers and the numbers that count,
numerology-wise, are the integers 1-9 inclusive.
Everyone can be reduced to a single digit
To determine your "birth number"
number.
(inherent characteristics), you need to know
your date of birth (at least with astrology you
need to know the time and place as well!).
Calculation of your "name" number is
much more complex. You not only need to
know how to spell your name, you also need to
be able to numerify it by application of an
extremely complicated formula (Figure 1).
Those readers who dropped mathematics after
kindergarten should skip the next bit.
Figure 1
1

2

3
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7
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9
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B

C

D

E
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N
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p

Q

R

s

T

u

V

w

X

y

z

Now the maths gets really complicated.
We have to reduce all of these figures to single
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digits. This process is shown in Figure 2. For
the purpose of the exercise, I will use the data
for Albert Einstein and Isaac Newton.
Figure 2
Einstein:

Birth number 1 + 4 + 3 + 1 + 8 + 7 + 9 = 36 = 3 + 6 = 9
Name numberA LBERTEINST EIN
1+3+2+5+9+2+5+9+5+1 +2+5+9+5
= 63 = 6+3 = 9

Newton:

Birth number 2+5+1+2+1+6+4+ 2=23
=2+3=5
Name number ISAACNEWTO N
9+ 1+ 1+ 1+3+5+5+5+2+6+5 = 4 + 3

=7

Nine is supposed to represent the
characteristics of activity and determination,
accident proneness and quarrelsomeness, and
as Einstein has two nines, these allegedly
reinforce each other.
Five is the number for lively, impulsive,
quick thinking and quick tempered people,
while seven is for introverted, philosophical or
spiritual types. As Newton has both numbers,
they are supposed to modify each other.
It is by no means certain that those
descriptions match the individuals concerned,
but it doesn't matter to the numerologist.
Other characteristics can be deduced by
the calculation of the vowels in the name, and
the title of the job or profession. Hat sizes and
phone numbers are not mentioned in any of the
references I consulted, but there seems to be no
reason why they should not have an effect.
One important modifier seems to be that
one is measured by the name by which one is
generally known, not by one's full name (if they
differ). Thus, if Newton was generally known as
Ike, he becomes an 8, and if Einstein answered
to Albie, he becomes a 7.
The idea seems to be "use what numbers

you like to make the facts fit your
preconceptions". The Federal Treasurer seems
to use the same system.
Each number attracts importance to itself
by its connection with other factors, ie 3
becuase it represents the Christian Trinity (or
the number of wickets for a hat trick or coins in
the fountain), 4 for the points of the compass,
seasons of the year or the sides of a square
(quarts in a gallon, years in an American
Presidential term, Harry Edwards IQ, throw them
all in, they may add significance).
If you think all this is pretty esoteric, look
what Ann Petrie says about 8: "This is the
number of materialism and represents all that is
WHEN HALVED, ITS
solid and complete.
PARTS ARE EQUAL." Surely a statement that
rates up there with E=MC2 as a triumph of the
human intellect.
The chart shown in Fig 1 is not the only
method of calculating your name number.
Some charts use only the numbers 1-8, while
even others rely on the old Hebrew alphabet of
22 letters. As one proponent puts it, "do not be
surprised if two readings give different results
as each may be using a different chart". This
equates with "If your fire won't light and you
have fuel, heat and oxygen, then start believing
in the phlogiston principle, and it might light up"!
The reason numerologists believe that
numbers control our lives is that they believe
that the universe is made up of a variety of
vibrations. This is quite in accord with modern
physics, although it probably originates in the
old "Music of the Spheres" concept. Where
numerologists depart from rational thinking is
when they seek to ascribe meanings to such
arbitrarily human designated concepts as dates
and words. At this level, numerology falls back
into magic.
The Calendar

Dates have no intrinsic meaning and are
merely useful measures of divisions of our lives.
Some of the components of a date can be
associated with natural phenomena, the day
with the rotation of the Earth and the year with
its revolution around the Sun.
Ignoring the fact there are a number of
definitions of the day, solar, sidereal and civil,
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let us use the civil day of exactly 24 hours (the
other two are three or four minutes either side if you want to know why, look them up; I'm not
doing all the work) . The year is even worse,
with sidereal, tropical, anomalistic, lunar and
eclipse years, all of different lengths.
The year we use in our calendar is based
on the solar year, which has a length of 365
days, 5 hours, 48 minutes and 46 seconds. To
make things easier for the calendar makers, we
have the system of three years at 365 days and
every fourth year having 366 days. There is still
some discrepancy, much of which is removed
by making only every centisimal year a leap
year (2000 will be a leap year, 1900 was not
though normal leap year rules indicate that it
should be).
As a result of all this, every 400 years the
calendar is approximately 2.88 hours short of
400 solar years.
All of which is fine for human affairs, as we
have methods of making adjustments, but it
seems to be a fairly slipshod sort of acuracy for
those vibrations that form the basis of
numerology.
(The length of the year also
appears to be a good circumstantial argument
against Special Creation, as it happens.)
The next part of the date that is important
for numerological calculations is the month.
While the calendar year and day are accurate to
within better than 0.2%, months can deviate
from the mean by more than 5%. That certainly
adds a large margin for error into any
calculation.
Months are loosely based on the cycles of
the moon, or to be precise, the synodic period,
or the mean time, between new moons. This is
equal to 29.5305882 days.
Now we all know that no month in our
calendar has 29.53 etc days, which is probably
a good thing for school teachers. Imagine
teaching children a mnemonic that said
29.5305882 days hath September, October,
November, December, etc.
If we did insist on months that were exact,
then we would have 12.36 ... months in a year,
which would play havoc with holidays, bills, etc.
So we have a year with four months of 30 days,
seven with 31 and February with 28 or 29
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depending upon whether it is a leap year.
Other calendars, which we will mention later,
are based on lunar phases.
Messing With the Calendar
The calendar I have been referring to is
the one which is the most widely accepted
throughout the world and is known as the
Gregorian Calendar. It is the descendant of the
old Roman calendar which had 12 months
alternating between 29 and 30 days, making
354 and an additional month added every three
years to get the sun back in synch with the
calender.
This rather complicated system, which is
still used in some places, was revised by Julius
Caesar in 46 BC, which incidentally had 445
days to bring things back into line. Julius C.
decided on the Leap Year system we still
observe but had alternating 31 and 30 day
months, with February having 29 or 30
depending on the Leap Year.
For his good work, Julius had a month
named in his honour after his death. Augustus
made only one contribution to the calendar: he
named August after himself and stole the extra
day from February so his month could be the
same length as Julius'. This day was known as
the August Bank Holiday, after the banks of the
Tiber on which Rome was built (this is a lie).
This calendar, which calculated the year
as exactly 365 days, 6 hours, toddled along,
quietly losing 11 minutes a year, until a British
monk, the Venerable Bede, in 730 CE
calculated a more accurate length for the year
and suggested that a day was being lost every
128 years. This information was referred to an
interdepartmental select committee, and barely
852 years later something was done about it.
Pope Gregory XIII decreed that the day
following October 4, 1582 would be October 15,
and that only each· fourth centisimal year would
be a leap year. This decree caused a great
deal of consternation. People whose birthdays
fell on the missing days were peeved; the
unions demanded double time for the missing
10 days and the Orthodox and Protestant
countries refused to be told what to do by some
Pope.
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In the long run, all Christian countries
accepted the Gregorian calendar, the British in
1752, Russia in 1918 and Greece and other
Orthodox countries in 1923.
Many nonChristian countries have also accepted the
Gregorian calendar, largely for commercial
reasons. Incidentally, the Gregorian calendar
and the sun are so well tuned that there will
only be one day discrepancy by the year 5000
CE.
There are a few other relevant facts about
the calendar that I will briefly cover.
The Roman year originally began on
March 1, but this was changed to January 1 in
153 BC. The English New Year began on
December 25 until the 14th Century, when it
was changed to March 25 and finally to January
1 in 1752, at the time when the Gregorian
calendar was accepted. Scotland has used
January 1 since 1600.
The Muslim calendar dates from the
Hegira (Mohammed's flight from Mecca) in 622
CE. The Muslim calendar is a lunar system of
twelve 29 and 30 day months alternately, with
some years having an extra day tacked onto the
last month. There are 19 ordinary years and 11
extra day years in every 30 year cycle, to keep
the calendar in step with the moon.
The Jewish calendar is also a lunar
system, fixed according to the Metonic cycle of
19 years. The Jewish New Year falls between
September 5 and October 5. (The Metonic
cycle is when the phases of the moon occur on
the same day of the year. 19 years [6939.6
days] almost equals 235 lunar months [6939.69
days].)
The Christian calendar dates from a
mistaken post facto idea of the date of the birth
of Christ.
The Roman calendar dates from the
founding of Rome in 753 BC, and the Greek
from the establishment of the Olympic register in
776 BC.
There are of course many other calendars,
all different and all starting at different times.
None of them mark their beginning from any
naturally occuring event, but from some
historically important human event.
One other method of counting time is the
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system invented by a Frenchman, Joseph
Scaliger, in 1582. This system counts days
from noon, January 1, 4713 BC. The start date
is quite arbitrary and enables astronomers to
calculate the
time,
in
days,
between
astronomical events without going through all
the conversions necessitated by all the
changing calendars. To throw just a little more
confusion into the story, this system is known as
the Julian Period, which was not named for the
famous Julius Caesar but for M. Scaliger's
father, who was named Julius Caesar Scaliger.
Confusing, ain't it. Australia Day 1989, at noon,
marked the beginning of Julian Day 2,447,553.
Now the purpose of this rather long
winded digression into the arcana of calendric
inventivity is to show just how meaningless birth
dates are to the vibrations of the universe. It
would be different of course, if we could
determine just when the first day occurred. If
one is a Creationist, that is easy; it was October
23, 4004 BC.
But I am talking about real
people. Even numerologists are not that dumb.
There is no way of measuring when the
first day happened, nor when the measurement
of years or months should begin. Scientists
may discover, fairly accurately, just when the
sun turned on, when the Earth accreted out of
the dust cloud and when the moon got there,
but it is asking a but much to determine these
events with an accuracy of+/- 12 hours.
That being the case, we are asked to
believe that the addition of digits, which are
calculated from any one of dozens of arbitrarily
designed calendars, will produce a result that
has an intrinsic meaning.
Name numbers
Now let us consider the other, and what
many numerologists consider to be the more
important, aspect of . numerology, that of the
number which can be deduced from our names.
After all, there is not much that one can do
about one's birth date, apart from using a
different calendar, or converting to Islam or
Judaism.
When we get to name numbers, we can
easily change our name and thus change our
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number.
This would seem to be the
numerologists' version of free will. It may be the
reason why so many early film stars changed
their names, Hollywood always being at the
forefront of any crackpot belief.
Everything that has been said about
calendars and their arbitrary nature can be
repeated about alphabets, only more so.
Calendars at least must make some reference
to some natural phenomena. Alphabets are
merely arbitrary symbols that refer to some of
the almost infinite number of sounds of which
the human voice is capable, and many
languages exist that have no alphabet at all.
Japanese and Chinese written languages are
ideographic, where the symbol represents an
idea or concept rather than a word. These
symbols are not in any fixed order, so how can
you hope to attribute a number to a name.
Add to this the fact that many older written
languages used letters as numbers, and the
system becomes even more confusing. Take
the hypothetical Scottish mystic, Mcliv.
Numerologically his reduces to 5; however, in
Roman numeration, his name is 1154, which
reduces to 2 - a schizophrenic Scot no doubt.
You could of course translate the name
into English and use our Roman alphabet to do
the job, but why should you?
What is
vibrationally sacred about our language? To
suggest that something is, is to indluge in a
rather repugnant ethnocentrism.
To take a prominent example, let us
consider the late Chinese dictator, Chairman
Mao.
In his own ideographic language, he
should
have
been
numerologically
unclassifiable. We in the west, using a linguistic
convention, wrote his name as Mao Tse Tung,
which produces for him a number 9. Some
years ago, the western convention in translating
Chinese names was changed to a new
convention (one that rather more accurately
reflected the Chinese pronunciation) and he
became Mao Zedong, a 1. The characteristics
attributed to 9s and 1s are quite different, so by
the stroke of an academic pen, Mao's character
was changed, which was interesting because
he was dead at the time.
This nonsensical contention is magnified
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considerably when you multiply it by the one
billion Chinese. Did the characteristics of 20%
of the Earth's population change because some
Western academics designed a different
method of spelling their names?
To illustrate my point, I have numerified
some well known names, just to see if any
pattern emerges. As we live in a society that
forces us to take some notice of politicians, let
us see how some of our leaders shape up in the
numerical stakes.
The Prime Minister is widely and generally
known as Bob Hawke and probably thinks of
himself that way (remember this is supposed to
be important). He is a 4 and might find some
pleasure in being associated with some other
4s
who
showed
leadership
potential.
Alexander the Great, Napoleon Bonaparte and
Julius Caesar are all 4s. He is less likely to be
enamoured of some others: Pol Pot, Genghis
Khan, JoSeph Stalin and Attila the Hun. I don't
think that even the staunchest Liberal would
suggest that Mr Hawke would feel at home with
that bloodthirsty crew. He would probably feel a
few qualms about Margaret Thatcher and Mike
Ahearn, but would obviously be delighted with
Greg Norman. He may be pleased with John
Milton, Buddha and Pythagoras, but Al Capone
would give him pause, and Mickey Mouse is
most unlikely prime ministerial material.
John Howard is an 8, which should give
him a stand up start in any contest, as he shares
that number with God. He would have few
misgivings about being associated with George
Bush, but would deny having much in common
with Benito Mussolini or Heinrich Himmler.
Despite the numerological connection, Mr
Howard and Karl Marx would seem to have little
in common, nor would Bugs Bunny seem to be
a political ally. The leader of the Opposition
also shares his number with Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart, Banjo Patterson and George
Bernard Shaw, although he has never publicly
admitted to skills in music, poetry or literature.
He also would appear to have little in common
with Uri Geller, Erich van Daniken and the
Luton Girls Choir.
A curious political coalition would seem to
be indicated by the fact that Ian Sinclair, Janine
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Haines and Fred Nile are all 1s. Would their
political philosophy reflect that of Winston
Churchill, Mao Zedong or Vladimir lllyich
Lenin? Would their science policy reflect the
views of Robyn Williams or Shirley Maclaine?
· W.G. Grace would be a natural for Minister for
Sport, but would Robin Hood be a good Social
Security Minister, and would Robert Trimbole
be an appropriate Attorney General? Defence
would be safe in the hands of Conan the
Barbarian and Frankenstein.
7 is alleged to be the number associated
with spiritual leadership and the fact that Jesus
Christ, Jehovah and Allah are 7s would seem to
support this. The trouble is, these names come
from other languages and are probably not 7s
in those languages. The only one that seems to
fit the bill in English is L. Ron Hubbard. A trio of
top names in the 7 ranks are William
Shakespeare, Isaac Newton and Giuseppi
Verdi, arguably the greatest playright, scientist
and operatic composer in history. James Joyce
may fit in here, but do Sherlock Holmes and
Ned Kelly have much in common?
The
connection between Miss Piggy and Ramtha is
obvious.
It seems to be odd that the inventor of
Ramtha, J.Z. Knight, should have a different
number, but perhaps changing your voice
changes your personality. Knight is a 6, as is
Skeptics Patron Dick Smith, who would be
more comfortable with Australian of the Year
Kay Cottee than with Ms Knight.
Other
prominent 6s are Abraham Lincoln, Martin
Luther, John Cleese, George Negus, Edna
Everage, Clive Robertson and Dracula.
Skeptic Patron Phillip Adams (3) is a
natural to share with Tut Ankh Amon and Santa
Claus (if you can imagine Santa dressed in
black), however if he shares the musical talent
of Ludwig von Beethoven and Giacomo Puccini,
he has never made it public. How such a sports
hater can be bracketed with Allan Border and
Dennis Lillee is one of those mysteries
concealed in the universal vibrations. Phillip's
skeptical connection is revealed by the
reduction of the Australian Skeptics' phone
number to 3.
The oddest 3 is undoubtedly Jeanne
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d'Arc, who in the English translation of her
name Joan of Arc, is a 2, a number she shares
with Ronald Reagan, Richard Nixon, Leonardo
da Vinci, James Cook, Bob Menzies, Kermit the
Frog, Spike Milligan, Adolf Hitler and the new
Governor General Bill Hayden.
9 is represented by Albert Einstein, Woody
Allen, Paul Keating, Phar Lap, Joh Bjelke
Petersen, Gough Whitlam, Malcolm Fraser,
Mohammed, Bob Hope and Duane T. Gish certainly a variegated group.
Which leaves us with 5.
Mohendras
Ghandi and Francis of Assisi sharing with ldi
Amin and Jack the Ripper would seem to be
incongruous, as does Hamlet with Jeff Fenech.
I suppose Rembrandt and Don Bradman could
both be considered old masters.
If anyone is planning to write in and
suggest that four of the most bloodthirsty tyrants
in history Genghis Khan, Attila the Hun, Pol Pot
and Stalin are all together in the 4 list, let me
suggest that none of those names were their
real ones; they are all from different language
groups all using different alphabets, and some
possibly having no written language at all, and
in at least one case, Attila,' he could not have
been known by that name in his own life. "The"
is an English word and Attila was dead long
before the English language was invented. In
any case, the number of the Tyrant is 1.
Presumably, if numbers have relevance to
people, then they should also apply to
publications. After all, paper vibrates too. With
this in mind, I calculated the number for the
Skeptic, 8, feeling sure it would match some
other journal of record such as The Times, The
Age or The Sydney Morning Herald. Imagine
my chagrin when the only other well known
publication which I could find to achieve an 8
was Pravda.
In all my research only one fact emerged
that lent any credence to the accuracy of the
central tenet of numerology, and that was the
the word itself, with the number 1, exactly
matched the phrases puerile tripe, juvenile crap
and feeble minded rubbish.
( Oh, by the way.
she was only a 6.)

Bo Derek was not a 10,

autumn 89

18
COMPETITION

Do It Yourself
Pseudoscience
In the Spring 1988 issue we ran a competition
for the best do-it-yourself pseudosclence
invented by a Skeptic, as suggested by a
couple of articles in that Issue which referred to
Cube Power and the Micro-Brain. The following
articles have won for their authors a free year's
subscription to the Skeptic, which Is probably
the smallest reward anyone could expect from
inventing a pseudoscience. (Australian
Skeptics accepts no responsibility for the misuse of these new branches of science - you
have been warned!)
* We have reason to believe that the authors' names
associated with the following articles may be nom-deplumes. We believe this is an example of
"synchron icity".

Vacuum power: the Ultimate Energy
Source
by R.H. von Krankewitz*

Vacuum Power is the great universal energy
form. It is the most fundamental energy, from
which all others derive. Its manifestations have
always been with humanity, but only now, with
the recent increase in Universal Consciousness
following the Harmonic Convergence, allied to
the brave efforts of a small group of scientists
willing to risk the ridicule of their colleagues,
has it come to the fore.
The idea of Vacuum Power is simple. You
don't need any scientific training to understand
it, and any living being can feel it.
A vacuum is, by dictionary definition, the
absence of matter.
According to Einstein's
theories of relativity and the equation E=mc2,
matter and energy are equivalent. Thus a
vacuum would also seem to be the absence of
energy. This is, however, untrue. Einstein
showed only that the change in energy is c2
times the change in mass, leaving open the
possibility that to zero mass there corresponds

a non-zero amount of energy.
This is the
source of Vacuum Power. It also relates to
modern quantum theory, which postulates a
"zero point energy" thoughout the universe.
Thus, the two great physical theories of the
twentieth century both allow for Vacuum Power.
The vacuum is the only "pure" state that is
possible, and the mystics of the Eastern
religions, who will soon be recognised as great
scientists, have understood its essential purity
over the ages.
"The sound of one hand
clapping" is a well-known Zen koan, and ·a
massive advance on Western insistence that
two hands are needed. The Buddhists were
halfway there: Vacuum Power represents the
sound of no hands clapping!
Vacuum · Power can be understood from
many other viewpoints, thus emphasising its
great unifying power. Atoms consist of a tiny
nucleus, and electrons which orbit around it.
But what composes the great bulk of the atom,
through which the electrons move? A vacuum.
And it is only natural that 99% of the energy in
that atom comes from 99% of its volume: the
vacuum.
In addition to explaining all the facts of
orthodox
science,
Vacuum
Power also
rationalises the many observations which
science cannot, or which it narrow-mindedly
denies.
Homeopathy, recently in the news
through its rejection by High Priests of
orthodoxy in carefully controlled experiments in
France, is another consequence. Successive
dilution of a biologically active solution is
practised until there is almost certainly no active
material left in solution. Yet this solution retains
its biological activity. This is precisely because
there is nothing left: a vacuum of active material,
whose associated Vacuum Power effects the
cure.
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Astrology, too, works by Vacuum Power.
Astrology is the effect of the heavens upon a
person at the · moment of birth. But most of the
firmament is the purest vacuum we know, and it
is the disturbance of the Vacuum Power Field
Configuration by the Heavenly Bodies which
imprints itself on the infant. Small wonder that
astrology is today such an important science.
It is also likely that ghosts and other
localised
are
phenomena
mysterious
perturbations of the Vacuum Power Field; but
these
into
needed
is
research
more
phenomena before this can be confirmed.
Can we learn to harness Vacuum Power?
The benefits would be great: an endless supply
of free, clean energy for mankind in perpetuity,
anywhere in the universe. We can see all too
easily the damage done by fossil forms of
power - the greenhouse effect - and of nuclear
power - radioactive waste disposal. Vacuum
disadvantages.
such
no
Power suffers
Provided only we can make a vacuum pure
enough, a vacuum probe can be inserted into it
To date, man-made
to extract the energy.
vacua have been insufficiently pure, but we are
currently on the threshold of breakthroughs in
vacuum technology which should make this
Vacua could also be
possibility a reality.
brought to Earth from deep space satellites,
which could themselves run on Vacuum Power
once free of the Earth's atmosphere. Should an
energy probe begin to run critical, air can
immediately be let into the vessel to damp it.
A word of warning is necessary here,
though it may ultimately lead to further
Early this century a massive
advances.
explosion, centred on the Tunguska region,
devastated much of Siberia. The scientists of
the day confidently predicted a massive
meteorite strike; but no remnants were ever
found, and mystery has surrounded the event
ever since. Documents newly leaked to me by
colleagues inside Russia, in the spirit of
glasnost , indicate that a secret research
laboratory had been set up in the area to look
into Vacuum Power. Either the Russians had
discovered a way of concentrating the power,
which then ran out of control and blew up, or the
method was perfected and delivered to the
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KGB, which used it to dispatch the researchers
and prevent the method leaking to the West.
Doubtless, the CIA knows more about this than
it is letting on, and the time has surely come for
A way of
the files to be declassified.
concentrating Vacuum Power would be
invaluable.
Vacuum Power will win!

Frogs Can Tell Your Future
by Dr Rich I.R. Chinwag*

Ever since the turn of this century, when
they
that
decided
scientists
physical
understood the nature of electricity, the strange
phenomenon discovered by Galvani has gone
largely ignored. However, for those who are
seeking after the eternal truths of how energy in
the universe is connected together, the
behaviour of severed frog's legs is a valuable, if
hitherto undiscovered, tool.
is
information
background
Some
understand
may
necessary here, so that others
the significance of what I have discovered.
Electricity is known to be one of the
fundamental forces of life. All biologically living
matter produces electrical currents, as does
much so-called "inert" matter, in which electricity
is a manifestation of the .common spirit of the
universe (from lightning to stars, many things
show the power that is in all things). Galvani in
the last century demonstrated the connection
between life and electricity when he showed
frogs' legs twitching when connected to a
battery; however, this vital discovery was never
treated as anything more than a scientific
curiosity.
However, electricity is known to be a
common force throughout the universe. Galvani
missed an overwhelming hint when he first saw
the frog's legs dancing to the tune of the allsoul; for he simply thought he had discovered a
Now, with the benefit of
physical property.
hindsight, it is easy to see that he missed out on
the spiritual implications of his observations.
The moment of revelation came to me
when I was trying to faith heal the toaster by the
laying on of hands; I never unplug it when I am
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doing this, as I need it to be connected to its
energy source so as to identify the place where
the current is not getting through. Anyway,
when the acupuncture needle went in, the
toaster objected to my interference in its
autonomy, and left me twitching on the floor like
one of Galvani's frogs.
When I had recovered enough to think
clearly, I realised that I had jumped in the
opposite direction to when I had tried to fix the
juicer.
This obviously had .some deeper
significance, and so, in the spirit of true scientific
enquiry, I decided to find out why.
However, one should always try and avoid
gratuitous connection to electricity, as it
interferes with the body's natural processes,
and so Galvani's frogs suggested themselves
as a way of observing the things that effect the
direction of "jump" when external electricity is
applied to an organism. Of course, I didn't kill
the frogs to get their legs; I had ample supplies
by finding frogs that died of natural causes.
Armed with the frog legs and battery, I
went to work, and what I learned amazed me.
From day to day, very slowly, the amount and
direction of the twitch varied according to the
procession of the stars. This should not be
surprising, since the stars produce their own
electricity, and this obviously affects us here on
earth, since we know that the stars do the same
thing .
This gives us an extremely powerful tool in
the search for truth, since we cannot always
view the stars; sometimes, they are obscured
by clouds, and anyway, the lights and pollution
of our cities prevent an accurate fix of their
position.
However. with frog's legs, we can
measure the effects that the stars are going to
have on our own lives, Here's what you do:
1)
find a frog with the same astrological
characteristics as yourself. Since this is not
always easy for the non-psychic to determine, I
can supply frogs to order.
2) put the frog on a macrobiotic diet - not only
does this ensure that the frog will be in tune with
the whole universe, it also kills them quicker.
3) when the frog dies, cut off its legs and
stimulate them with a battery. You must be most
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careful here, since an artificial battery won't
work. The best thing to do is to buy some of the
natural wires which I can supply, and put them
in a lemon which has been grown without any
artificial assistance. This will ensure the purity,
and thus accuracy, of your measurements.
4) the frog's legs should be placed on a chart
which I can make up according to your
astrological details for stimulation.
5) then, send your observations in to me for
analysis.
Although at this point your
measurements will be processed by a
computer, I can personally vouch for the
ideology of the programmer.
A complete frog observation kit costs only
$850. Once you are used to it, there is also a
program available for the Apple (Stephen is
one of us) Mac computer for an extra $200. It
will prove an invaluable aid in plotting the
course of your life, and helping you take your
future into your own hands.
Kits, information and a book entitled
"Frogs Can Change Your World" are available
from Dr Rich I. R. Chinwag.

Lineology and Omega Potential Theory
by Gill Wimeray-

Omega potential
thoery provides the first
comprehensive explanation of the source of the
cosmic energy which can be harnessed to
promote universal health, well-being and
harmonic convergence.
As is well known, many psientific claims
plausibly postulate the existence of a benign
force which pervades the universe and
underlies the basic cosmic interconnectedness
of everything.
·There have been many proposals to
fathom the way this force expresses itself,
familiar to readers of these pages (astromancy,
numerology, and so forth), and numerous
attempts have been made to harness this force
in various ways (including crystals, pyramids,
energy polarisers and other proto-technological
devices). Suggestions to date, however, have
clearly been crude and phenomenological, and
the evidence advanced in their support, though
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suggestive, is limited and inductive.
The predicament faced by psientific
theories here is obviously comparable to the
predicament of phlogiston chemists of the
eighteenth century: they are still at a preparadigm stage of theoretical development.
Phlogiston chemists were clearly aware that
they were on the brink of developing important
insights with the power to transform the world.
However, progress was slow and laborious
prior to the theoretical innovations of Dalton and
Mendeleev.
The importance of the present theoretical
innovations lies in the development of the
underlying mechanisms of psi phenomena.
Only when these fundamental mechanisms
have been established will psience develop to
its full potential and take its rightful place
alongside physics and psephology.
The basic challenge to psi is of course to
trans-spatial
and
trans-temporal
explain
synchronicity: what are the deep connections
These
which link causally distinct events?
events may obviously be widely separated
(temporally or spatially) without attenuating their
This of course is
mutual embeddedness.
which confronted
problem
the
to
similar
Newton, and calls for comparably bold
conjecture to the Newtonian response. (We
must be alert to the "psychic apples" which are
falling all the time, and whose significance is so
How many times did
easily overlooked.
someone step into a bath before Archimedes?)
The answer to the problem is stunningly
simple and extremely elegant. Indeed, it is hard
to understand how it can have been overlooked
for so long. Once we appreciate the dual role of
the 42 Kelvin cosmic background radiation and
its relation to the eleven-dimensional spacetime manifold proposed by superstring theory,
everything falls into place. This pure cosmic
background radiation energy, bathing the
universe and extended through elevendimensional space-time, is the manifold by
means of which distant events (eg celestial
configurations) affect terrestrial events (eg
We can call the manifold
human destiny).
vector the Omega Potential, following Teilhard
de Chardin.
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The Omega Potential provides the carrier
wave which can be modulated, eg by pyramids,
and which can be focused through the "psychic
lens" of gifted exponents (eg Yuri Geller), to
produce observable telekinetic effects (eg
starting watches and cutlery deformation).
Other means for focusing this energy include
crystals, which create natural meridians along
which astral travelling (or solar-wind surfing)
can most readily be accomplished.
elementary
an
course
of
is
It
methodological principle that extraordinary
theories call for extraordinary evidence. And
what evidence could be more extraordinary
than the existence of previous incarnations,
dowsing,
meridians,
travelling,
astral
of
diversity
very
The
ESP?
and
clairvoyance
this range of phenomena demands the unifying
explanation provided by Omega Potential
theory.
The power of any theory lies in its capacity
to explain, and Omega Potential theory is no
exception. Not only does it successfully explain
the underlying universal cosmic synchronicity,
clearly evident to all but the most dogmatic
sceptic; it is corroborated by a number of
These
important predictive consequences.
include an explanation of Bell's Theorem, the
electromagnetic photo-fields effect, the (weak)
anthropic principle, morphogenetic fields, Nrays and the distribution of cephid variables in
the local galactic supercluster. Proof of these
additional results is left as an elementary
exercise for the reader. They are certainly an
added bonus to the theory!
Just as classical thermodynamics was
absorbed into statistical mechanics, and
subsequently into quantum theory, so I
conjecture the full range of "classical" psychic
theories (astrology, tarot, etc) will come, in time,
to be absorbed in Omega Potential theory.
Like the special theory of relativity, the
basic inspiration of Omega Potential theory was
not experimental but the result of a high level
theoretical synthesis. (It is of course well known
that Kekule solved the problem of the benzene
structure with a vision of snakes grasping their
tails; the cognate "vision" for Omega Potential
Continued page 22
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STUDENT ESSAY

Acupuncture: a
Review
LILIANA C. CAYCHO
The following article was awarded third prize
($200) in the 1988 Australian Skeptics Student
Essay competition. The judges considered
the entry an interesting personal example of
someone coming to grips with a sceptical topic
as much as an examination of that topic. At the
time of writing the essay, the author was 22
years old and enrolled at the University of
Queensland for a post-graduate diploma In
psychology.

Early in the semester, I enrolled in a Psychology
class entitled "Psychology and Pseudoscience".
I have to admit that the title itself was attractive
and was perhaps the major reason for enrolling
in the course. On the first day, I received a
Paranormal questionnaire in which 32, and I
quote, "unusual phenomena" were listed
starting at the top of the list with acupuncture
Pseudosciences ... from previous page

theory occurred in the course of untangling a
fishing line.) Since Omega Potential theory is
based on superstring theory, it clearly follows
that the basic means of gaining knowledge of
the manifold (eg clairvoyance) and for
exercising control over it (eg to promote
universal health, well-being and harmonic
convergence) is through manipulation of
appropriately chosen pieces of string.
The awesome possibilities of these
techniques (genericaly known as "lineology")
are still being developed.
If you want a basic lineology experimental
kit to validate Omega Potential theory, just send
$50 (special offer for this month only) to Box
575, Manly NSW 2095. The kit, consisting of
one ball of "super" string, will be sent to you by
return post. Don't knock it before you try it. You
will be amazed.

and ending off with unusual life forms such as
Bigfoot and the Tibetan Snowman.
Initially I rated acupuncture on a Strength
of Evidence Scale as having strong evidence
for it. Yet, I myself had never experienced
acupuncture and I can only hypothesise that I
rated it so highly on the scale because via the
media or because I had heard "things" about it
from somewhere, I had a preconceived notion
that acupuncture was an effective method for
relieving pain.
I decided to research acupuncture and
naturally since I had no knowledge of the area,
other than that it had an Oriental background
and that it involved needles, I sought
information on the topic under the title of
Pseudoscience and came up with nothing.
Following this, I shifted my focus of attention
onto Parapsychology and once again I drew a
blank.
Funnily enough I found information
under the titles Acupuncture and Alternative
Medicines.
Is this ground breaking evidence to
suggest that acupuncture does not belong in
parapsychology; that it is not paranormal as the
questionnaire suggests?
Perhaps more
importantly, one should ask why acupuncture
was included as an unusual phenomenon in a
Paranormal questionnaire.
Before such questions can be answered, I
feel it is necessary to delineate what we mean
by paranormal.
Unfortunately, finding a definite definition
to the paranormal is not easy, because the term
has been used or for that matter misused so
many times.
Literally, the term paranormal means that
which is "besides" or "beyond" the normal range
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of data or experience (Kurtz, 1981 ). This on its
own seems simple enough.
However, the
picture gets complicated when we also discover
that the term paranormal is used as an
equivalent of "the bizarre", "the mysterious" or
"the unexpected".
Kurtz suggests that any phenomenon
which has no natural causes and transcends
normal experience and logic is a suitable
candidate for the paranormal.
The term is also used for things which
happen infrequently or rarely, but of course
there are many events , such as freak
thunderstorms, that we would not normally call
paranormal.
Then again, in Parapsychology, the term
paranormal has been used where something
seems to contradict some of the most basic
assumptions and principles of the physical,
biological or social sciences and a body of
expectations based on ordinary life and
common use (Kurtz).
The last definition of the term paranormal
is perhaps the most complete and the most
accurate, and indeed unusual phenomen a such
as levitation, unusual life forms and for that
matter acupuncture do seem to contradict the
basic assumptions of the physical, biological or
social sciences. Therefore.it is reasonable to
include
acupuncture
in
a
Paranormal
questionnaire, and it is also understandable to
assume that acupuncture belongs to the
paranormal.
However, the question remains,
is
acupuncture a reality? The present paper aims
to answer this burning question. In order to do
so, the history behind acupuncture will be
investigated,
factors
which
led to the
emergence of acupuncture will also be
examined,
reasons
why
acupuncture
is
accepted and why it is rejected will also be
investigated, and research in the area will also
be considered.

History
The oldest records of acupuncture are to
be found on bone etchings of 1600 BC. The
first book of acupuncture is the Hung di Neiging
Suwen, written about 200 BC (Shulin, 1986).
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However, against popular belief, acupuncture is
not exclusive to the Chinese.
The papyrus Ebers of 1550 BC is the most
important of the ancient Egyptian medical
treatises; in it, it refers to a book on the subject
of vessels which could correspon d to the 12
meridiens of acupuncture (in due time I will
explain what meridiens are).
The Bantu of South Africa sometimes
scratch certain parts of the body to cure
disease, some Eskimos practice crude and
simple acupuncture with sharp stones, and
even an isolated cannibalistic tribe in Brazil
shoot tiny arrows with blow pipes at strategic
parts of the body (Mann, 1978).
Nonetheless, China is regarded as the
birthplace of acupuncture.
From here,
acupuncture spread to Korea and Japan in the
sixth century, and to Europe in the seventeenth
century (Zequan, 1987). Electro-acupuncture,
which is very popular today, was first practiced
by Sarlandiere, a French physician, before
1825.
France and Germany were the principle
European countries that were under the spell of
acupuncture. Yet, while Europe relished in their
fascination for acupuncture, Chinese medicine
declined greatly after the mid-1800s (Shulin).
Ironically, the Chinese banned acupuncture in
1822 and then a number of times later, with the
last rejection issued by the Kuomintang
government.
Acupuncture in Japan also had a similar
fate, ending with its practice officially prohibited
in 1876.
However, acupuncture began to
regain its vitality after the New China was
established in 1949 (Shulin) .
Acupuncture was also introduced into
America through physicians training in France.
In general, Western acupuncturists kept a low
profile until after President Nixon's visit to China
in 1972. But earnestly the Western acupuncture
explosion began in July 1971 when James
Reston of the New York Times was rushed to
the Anti-Imperialist Hospital in Peking.
His
appendix was removed by a surgical team
using conventional anaesthesia, but at night
Reston experienced considerable abdominal
discomfort.
Li Changyuan, the hospital
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acupuncturist, relieved his distress by inserting
three needles into Reston's right elbow and
below his knee.
Relief was immediate and
lasting and the rest is history (Wolpe, 1985).
Acupuncture is now officially practised in
over 100 countries (Shulin; Zequan, 1987) and
over 60 journals in a dozen languages are
published (Zulin). Today, acupuncture is the
word most people think of when traditional
Chinese medicine is mentioned.
To the
Chinese, it is their most precious heritage of
Chinese traditional medicine (Lafontaine &
Leger, 1980).
The Anatomy of
Traditional Acupuncture
In traditional Chinese medicine, the
humoral concept was replaced by the concept
of vital energy; the Qi as the Chinese call it. Qi
is said to flow in channels beneath the surface
of the body.
The surface markings of the
channels are known as meridiens, but they do
not correspond to the course of blood vessels or
the nerves.
The acupuncture points, or acupoints, are
located along these meridiens in sites where
the Qi channels can be directly tapped by the
needles. The number of acupuncture points
along each of these meridiens varies.
For
example, there is a famous acupuncturist called
Doctor Zhang, or Magic-Needle Zhang as
people in Hong Kong and Macao call him, who
when training students discovered that one of
his pupils in trying to treat an insomnia sufferer
had instead made the patient very excited, to
the state that he could not sleep for 24 hours.
Through examination, Zhang discovered that
the pupil had not inserted the needle in exactly
the right point. Hence, through an accident, a
new acupuncture point was discovered
(Nanchang, 1984).
According to the Chinese, there are 12
meridiens, with an organ associated with each
meridien. The 12 organs and their associated
meridiens encompass all parts of the body, with
the exception of the head and sense organs,
the endocrine glands, the reproductive system
and others. The meridiens on one side of the
body are duplicated by those on the other, with
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the exception of the Governing vessel and the
Conception vessel which are two extra
meridiens that run up the middle of the body.
Although the acupoints that lie on a
specific meridien are separate entities on their
own, one can intuitively think of two points as
being joined by the meridian. The Chinese
would say that the acupoints are joined by
means of a passage called Jing. Each acupoint
is directly connected to an internal organ. By
inserting silver needles (having self-cleansing
properties) into the Qi channel, disease may be
cured and the acupoint disappears once the
illness vanishes.
Originally, 365 acupoints (corresponding
to the days of the year) were known to exist. But
with time there has been a gradual increase
and the latest records indicate that there are
about 2000 acupoints (Nanchang).
Stimulation of acupoints may release an
excess of Qi or it may correct a deficiency.
Either way, stimulating the acupoints maintains
the
harmony
between
the
opposing
metaphysical principles of Yin and Yang
(Aakster, 1986).
The Yin and Yang are both distinctive but
inseparable poles of the life energy. They are
involved
in
an
on-going
dance, they
presuppose the existence of each other, neither
of them better or more valuable than the other
(Aakster). Yin is viewed as the negative force
while Yang is regarded as the positive force.
Yin meridiens are associated with such organs
as the liver, kidneys and spleen, while Yang
meridiens are associated with such organs as
the stomach, gall bladder and intestines
(Chaves & Barber, 2976).
The principle of a dynamic balance
between two poles of the same underlying
phenomenon has been described as a
characteristic feature of the Old Chinese way of
thinking, and contains a fundamental difference
compared with Western thinking.
Western
thinking usually holds one of the poles to be the
better one: masculinity is better than femininity,
quantity is better than quality, material is better
than immaterial, objective is better than
subjective, and the body is better than mind. To
the Chinese, the perpetual interplay of the Yin
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and the Yang is the very keystone of their
thinking (Aakster).
Reasons Acupuncture
is Not Accepted
Acupuncture has been around for a long
time and acupuncture apologists often use this
as evidence for its intrinsic value. But simply
because it has been around for 5000 years
does not mean that there is something to it; just
think about astrology (Skrabanek, 1984).
There are many things about acupuncture
that trouble me. Earlier I said that acupuncture
began to regain its vitality after the New China
was established in 1949. However, it was not a
natural revival.
Acupuncture, together with
other forms of traditional Chinese medicine,
were revived on Mao's orders. The Maoists
used acupuncture as a pragmatic, political
device to provide cheap medical care for a
population of over half a billion, when there
were only 20 to 30,000 doctors who had been
trained in Western medicine and who were
mainly looking after the rich and foreign
clientelle (Skrabanek).
Another thing that troubles me is the type
of development that has taken place in
acupuncture.
There has been a gradual
increase in acupoints which now exceed 2000.
This
must
make
acupuncture
a very
complicated therapy to learn, let alone
remember each specific point and its location
and what organ it is connected to. And then I
also question this gradual increase in
acupoints. The Chinese say that disease is
cured via the insertion of needles into acupoints once the illness is gone the acupoint also
disappears;
so why are there now 2000
acupoints?
Allowing for new illnesses that have been
discovered through time, it would seem that
people are getting better for a certain period of
time but then are ill again and in addition come
down with something else. This indicates to me
that acupuncture is not doing what it is
supposed to do.
Perhaps the greatest opposition to
acupuncture comes from the scientific and
medical world.
Even while acupuncture
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reigned in Europe, many physicians were
sceptical. There were many physicians who
had been trained in the traditional Chinese
method of acupuncture who later rejected
acupuncture altogether or simply denied the Yin
and Yang and Qi principles and retained only
the therapy of inserting needles into the human
body. One such person was Felix Mann (1977),
who had been trained in the traditional Chinese
method of acupuncture but with time grew
disillusioned. Mann says "it was only then that I
seriously examined the validity of all I had
learnt, only to discover that most of it was
phantasy (1977, p.1 ).
Mann asserts that acupuncture points do
not exist, and that most of the laws of
acupuncture are laws about non-existent
entities.
In China, there are many Chinese
surgeons who are still devoted to the ancient
theory of acupuncture, but it is also true that
there are many Chinese surgeons who have
totally disregarded the recognised spots on the
meridians and use almost any spot to produce
surgical analgesia (Chaves & Barber).
Some French research tends to indicate
that acupoints may exist. Rabischong and his
colleagues studied the physical and histological
reality of the acupoint, and found proof of a
specific structure at the acupuncture point
(Lafontaine & Leger, 1980). But on the whole
there is not one scrap of evidence for the
existence of meridians (Wall, 1972; Chaves &
Barber).
There seems to be a great rush in
separating acupuncture from its philosophy.
This great need to segregate the therapy of
inserting needles into the human body from its
ancient theory is one that mainly stems from the
medical and scientific society.
Acupuncture
was, and still is, considered backward and
unscientific - a mere superstition (Shulin). It is a
source of great frustration for the Western doctor
since their precise scientific parameters are not
applicable
in
describing
acupuncture
(MacGiegor, 1982)
Acupuncture is looked upon as a dramatic
and mystical therapy (Lewith & Kenyon, 1984),
and the term acupuncture has many magic
connotations (Skrabanek). There seems to be
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a mystique surrounding this ancient Oriental
ritual, and a magic of model mannikins and
golden needles. The notion of Qi resembles the
discredited notions of animal magnetism, and
similar universal explanatory concepts that
have a strong flavour of mysticism, occultism
and the supernatural.
Perhaps if the term "acupuncture" were to
be replaced by another less provocative term,
then maybe names such as hocus pocus with
knitting needles, quackupunctu_rist and quick
quacks might lessen.
Even when confronted with controlled
trials that have shown that acupuncture has no
scientific validity, advocates of acupuncture
systematically ignore such evidence. To protect
their belief, advocates of traditional acupuncture
assert that acupuncture does not lend itself to
Western scientific study, for the biomedical
research model assumes that people react
similarly to similar stimuli and that statistical
generalisations can be based on their
reactions. This mechanistic assumption is antithetical to traditional acupuncture and its
philosophy of etiology, diagnosis and treatment all of which are extremely individualistic
(Wolpe, 1985).
Maybe the fact that the Western medical
profession (and many of the Chinese) has
detached acupuncture from its philosophy and
have called it a less provocative term such as
transcutaneous electrical stimulation, in the
hope of severing the invisible cord that attaches
acupuncture to the mystical, hocus pocus
illusions of the East, perhaps in doing this an
integral part of the understanding of the therapy
may be forever lost. Then it is only natural that
when Western medicine seeks efficacy for
transcutaneous electrical stimulation using its
methods of scientific proof which have
methodological,
theoretical,
practical
and
ethical shortcomings, that it comes out with such
statements as "no scientific validity".
For a long time, from the first days when
acupuncture first impacted upon Western
society, it was heralded as a miracle cure for
everything from baldness to frigidity (Wolpe).
Papers from various Chinese institutions
confirm the great success of acupuncture in

autumn 89
treatment of viral hepatitis, malaria.hereditary
ataxia,
infantile paralysis,
hydrocephalus,
mammary hyperplasia (though in Australia
acupuncture is used for breast augmentation)
and deafness (Skrabanek).
Nowadays,
acupuncture reports a 72% improvement in
schizophrenia
patients
(Skrabanek),
and
acupuncture treatments are now used in drug
and smoke addiction (MacGiegor; Nanchang).
Lee et al (1975) report that a substantial
number of patients stated a relief in chronic pain
immediately following a series of four
acupuncture
treatments.
Acupuncture
advocates are delighted at such news, but
when negative results come out and they do not
choose to ingnore them, then their arguments
are as follows.
Their argument can be as before, that is,
that acupuncture did not work because the
practice of inserting the needles on its own,
detached from its philosophy is inadequate.
Their other line of reasoning shifts the blame
away from acupuncture and places it on the
individual receiving the therapy. It is not that the
acupuncture effect is unpredictable and
unreliable, rather it is that negative findings
reflect negative attitudes on the part of the
patient.
Therefore, it would seem that from a study
that was conducted, out of 72 chronic pain
patients who underwent 606 acupuncture
treatments in one year, only 15% of the patients
showed marked improvements four months
after treatment (Hendler, 1981) because they
were faithful.
Sixty-one patients reflected
negative attitudes and therefore acupuncture
did not work for them. This line of argument
best supports Mann's (1977) hypothesis that the
ancients had good results with acupuncture for
the wrong reasons.
Why People are Turning to
Acupuncture and Why Acupuncture
Works

What Mann and others are alluding to is
not that the meridiens, acupoints, Yin and Yang,
Qi and silver needles work in therapy, but rather
it is more of a placebo effect, a massconditioning factor (which is much more
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prominent in Eastern societies), a distraction, a
belief factor, that brings about positive results.
There is_also a second factor, which in
reality precedes the first, that is helping to
popularise acupuncture and to turn patients
(and even the medical profession) to this
unorthodox practice, at an increasing rate of
about 11 % a year (Taylor-Reilly, 1983).
Acupuncture
is
recognised
as an
alternative medicine (Salmon, 1984).
This
alternative approach is much more directed
toward maintaining health (Lewith & Kenyon,
1984). From the point of view of Western
medicine,
disease
ensues
when
the
biochemical process of the body are disturbed.
If for example there is a deficiency in potassium,
the body chemistry is altered and the patient
has, amongst other symptoms, little energy.
The energy cannot be measured directly, only
its secondary effects, such as reduction in
muscular activity, are recorded. On the other
hand, the Oriental doctor considers energy as
something real whose deficiency causes
secondary disease.
Much
of
Chinese
medical
theory
describes what the patient feels; the Western
doctor often excludes the patient's feelings and
measures the serum electrolytes, haemoglobin
and faecal fat instead (Mann, 1977).
Acupuncture has also been called holistic
therapy in which there is an integral unity of the
body, the mind and the spirit (Salmon).
The focal reason behind the shift to
alternative
approaches
is
basically
a
dissatisfaction with the relationship that exists
between the patient and the doctor.
The ideal patient of conventional medicine
is one who does not ask questions and follows
orders. In alternative medicine, the position of
the patient is different. In traditional China as in
traditional India, the doctor served the patient
and not the other way round. The patient is
basically seen as more mature than when
disease is mainly a matter of experts versus lay
people who know nothing (Lewith & Kenyon).
For example, Doctor Huang, who claims a 98%
cure rate, spends an impressive amount of time
with each patient at consultation to explain the
treatment and recovery (MacGiegor).
How
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many doctors do we know today who practice
orthodox medicine who spend more than five
minutes with the patient?
Physicians have adopted a practical
approach to their patients (Salmon) and
orthodox medicine has made the grave error of
over specialisation.
The whole person
deserves the whole doctor who can assess his
whole problem (Taylor-Reilly).
Any therapy,
particularly for pain, is more likely to be effective
if the relationship between the doctor and the
patient is effective in reducing anxiety.
Acupuncture is frequently practiced in the
setting of a private clinic where the patient
receives both time and sympathy from the
doctor. Consequently, the success claimed by
acupuncture can
be attributed to the
relationship between the therapist and the
patient rather than the therapy itself (Lewith &
Kenyon).
Perhaps another reason why people are
turning away from Western medicine is the
plaguing problem of side effects of prescribed
drugs and such treatments as chemo and
radiotherapy.
Because Acupuncture is a
natural medicine it reduces side effects and
perhaps it even reduces medical costs (Shulin).
Therefore, the magic of acupuncture lies
in its whole-hearted service (Nanchang), where
the doctor serves the patient, where the patient
is not naive, and is treated as a whole,
intelligent individual.
Many reasons have been put forward as
to why acupuncture works. Perhaps the most
obvious one, particularly in China, is a massconditioning
effect.
Mao
Tse
Tung
recommended the use of acupuncture and his
authority and expectation that the method would
work was a great mass-conditioning factor.
Conditioning primed the population as a whole
and made it receptive to the idea that
acupuncture works (Chaves & Barber; Lewith &
Kenyon).
The Chinese patient is conditioned from
early childhood to accept surgical interference
with his body with the full knowledge that it is
going to be successful and he will experience
little or no discomfort.
In
many
areas of China where
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acupuncture is actively practised, children are
instructed in its use with considerable
description of both procedure and resultant
beneficial effects (Craig, 1978).
Acupuncture has also been regarded as
It is clear that a
having a placebo effect.
placebo acquires its power through the
subject's belief that it is an active medicine. It
has been shown that expectancy or belief in the
efficacy of acupuncture leads to positive results
(Norton, Goszer, Strub & Man, 1984). The
belief itself does not convert the placebo into a
drug. The chemistry of the placebo involves a
very recently discovered substance that is
manufactured by the organism which can
suppress pain.
Chaves
&
Barber
suggest
that
acupuncture works because of the distraction
Placing a sharp
produced by the needles.
needle in the skin for a few minutes could well
be impressive psychosomatic therapy (Wolpe).
Other factors such as preoperative education
and the gate-control theory (Melzack & Wall,
1965) have also been suggested, but I feel that
there is one factor in particular that really has
not received a great deal of attention, and yet I
feel that it is by far the strongest suggestion as
to why acupuncture works.
Before acupuncture, patients feel that their
pain is in control of them and also that their pain
is under the control of their doctor who can
alleviate pain. For example, Margo, a mature,
attractive woman has for the last two years tried
giving up smoking cigarettes - this has become
a major personal trial (MacGiegor).
Her
smoking problems have been controlling Margo
for the past two years. Margo had tried
everything, from solo attempts to attending
lectures and films designed to shock smokers
into giving up smoking. Margo then came to
Doctor Huang who asserted that her addiction
could be corrected by acupuncture treatments.
Doctor Huang inserted fine, two-inch long
needles into each outer ear and then connected
coiled positive and negative electric wires from
an acupuncture stimulator to the protruding
needles' ends.
Margo herself twiddled the
controls, adjusting pulse frequency and
intensity. Margo was finally in control of her

smoking addiction and she had an active
participation. This, I propose, is the strongest
advantage of the alternative medicines.
Conclusion

In summary, I would tend to agree with
Mann's hypothesis. Acupuncture did work and
still does, not because there is any substance to
the ancient philosophy but rather it is the belief
of the patient, a much more adequate
relationship between the therapist and patient,
and most importantly, it is the control that
patients feel they have over their pain that
works and not the therapy itself.
As for its future, I feel that the gap between
traditional
acupuncture
and
conventional
medicine will be an ever widening one.
However, conventional medicine can learn a lot
from the alternative medicines, in particular it
can learn about treating the patient as an equal,
with sympathy and respect.
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World Round-Up
Extracts from sceptical journals around
the world. Compiled by Harry Edwards.

In a move to widen and broaden his
appeal, the Devil announced that he will no
longer "backwards mask" his messages behind
a wall of heavy metal music.
"It was giving me a headache", said
Satan, "and besides, kids today just aren't
willing to put out that little extra effort. I keep
getting the same complaint ... 'my turntable
won't go backwards' or 'my parents won't let me
play it backwards' ... so I figured why should I
bust my ass to do something with a little pizzazz
when all these kids want to do is have their
absolute evil spoon fed to them?
"It's not like the old days," added the
visibly bitter demon. "I used to have followers
who showed a little commitment, a little
creativity, like Viad the Impaler."
Future Satanic pronouncements will be
read, forward, by a professional voice-over
announcer, and will appear during selected
cuts on more mainstream albums. The first will
be Air Supply's "Greatest Hits".
Over the
opening strains of "Even the Nights are Better"
listeners will hear a polished voice urging the
kids to "talk back to your morn and dad, say
you've done your homework when you haven't,
refuse to take out the garbage, and just say yes
to peer pressure".
Acupuncture (references) ... from page 28
China Reconstructs pp 56-57
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Refering to the relative ease of these
Satanic orders, the Devil commented, "We
wouldn't want to tire the little darlings, would
we?"
(Delaware Valley Skeptics)
The well known NZ psychic healer, Ola
Williams' latest triumph is curing a bumble bee
with a cold. Writing in the Psychic Gazette, she
says she found the bee "suffering from a cold"
after spending the night on her frosty lawn.
"I brought him inside and gave him
healing, and placed him on a towel in a little
container with a little honey as well as two
flowers which he nestled into after eating some
honey.
"I then put him in a sheltered spot in the
morning sunshine and a little later he was on
his way. I was thrilled to see how he responded
to the healing flow," she said.
So you see, it does work.

(NZ Skeptics)
Three men were told by their doctor that
they only had weeks to live, but that he would
arrange for them to have whatever they wished
before they died.
The first was a believer and asked for a
private demonstration by Uri Geller; the second
was a New Ager and asked for a private
audience with Shirley Maclaine; the third was a
Skeptic and asked to see another doctor for a
second opinion.
(Rocky Mountain Skeptic)

More than 270,000 fans of the late(?) Elvis
Presley have called a 900 number and paid $2
to listen to a tape purporting to contain a
conversation with the Rajah of Rock four years
after his death.
(MCRI)
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CLAIRVOYANTS

Quack Attack: PartII"ARRY EDWARDS
Continuing the Skeptics' assessment, in
collaboration with People
magazine, of
purveyors of the paranormal.
People magazine's Peter Holder picked one of
Australia's
more
established
clairvoyants,
internationally known Winifred Crause, for his
first reading.
During our discussion prior to the reading,
he admitted to some scepticism, and says in his
article in People
(August 9, 1988), that
"although I wasn't convinced that Ms Crause
was psychic, she did make me think about parts
of my life".
The following is a full transcript of the
session (for the benefit and edification of those
who have never experienced a reading), and
my comments.

PH: Before the reading started, Ms Crause
asked me to write: "Mary had a little lamb, its
fleece was as white as snow"; my birth date
(11/10/64) and the exact time. (Yet at no time
did Ms Crause use the latter for astrological
calculations.)
WC: I get a lot of Virgo in you (October 11,
PH's birthday, is actually within the dates
ascribed to Librans, so she was hedging her
bets) ; you're a number 5, and you have lived a
number of lifetimes before.
(Unsubstantiated
New Age nonsense) . Being a number 5, you
are in the right business; 5 is communication
with others.
I find the unhappiest times in your life are
associated with relationships. You have to be
careful who you get involved with, because
communication is so important..
That's why it is so important for number 5s
to pick the right mate; it has to be someone they
can communicate with.
The lucky days in your life are the 5th,

14th and the 23rd;
Friday the 23rd is the
luckiest day of the year, and that will happen in
September _and December this year. (All those
days whoese digits total 5!)
Your other numbers are 32, 11 and 10 ...
they will always be your numbers and they are
not something that should only be used for
Lotto. Number 11 is your year number for this
year. Life goes in 9 year cycles and you are
now in a 2 or 11 year.
This is an exciting year for you; it's like
being on a roller-coaster, you don't know where
it's taking you.
Next year you are going into a three year,
which the book says is the year of confusion ,
but I don't agree. (If there is no concensus with
the interpretations in the manual, then the
observations made are simply personal
opinions.) I always see the three year as lovely
blue skies, flowers, harmony and happiness. It
will be a good year for anything creative and
social, but it's never a year for major decisions,
just go along with it and enjoy it, OK?
Now I'm not an astrologer, but by my
calculations (!) , and they are pretty spot on (has
a familiar ring?!) , between the times of 6 and 8
at night, your rising sign is Taurus, but I also
think there's a bit of Gemini there. You have the
busy mind of a Gemini. (PH is now a Libran
with a bit of Virgo and a dash of Gemini.)
Looking at your numbers, there's a
possibility of an over-dominant or protective
parent; you worry a little bit about the future;
but Librans are like that. Apart from ''possibility"
not being an absolute, PH informs me that the
statement is completely untrue.)
You could have trouble around the lungs;
do you smoke?
(Nicotine stained fingers;
aroma on clothes or breath?)
PH: Yes, but I'm trying to give it up.
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WC: What do you smoke?
PH: Cigarettes.
WC: Just be careful. I've drawn something
psychic there, I see a bit of trouble in the lungs,
especially the left one. It's nothing terrible, but
you should give it away.
(The lung or
smoking?)
There are five numbers here for your
health, ideally you should have excellent
health, any health problems will be caused by
getting yourself emotionally up tight, or by doing
the wrong things to your body, so be sensible.
This also shows you have great skills in
things you take on, and as I do this I get things
psychically, I'll let them out as I go. (Corsets?!)
They are telling me that you should be
careful with water; if you go near water. Have
you had accidents with water?
PH: No.
WC: I don't see muddy water but clear
water. Do you go swimming?
PH: I swim, but not all the time.
WC: It's not in the surf; I see a pool ... just
be careful of people who jump in and do foolish
things. I can see you getting a bit of a fright,
taking in a lot of water, but not drowning or
anything like that.
I always give warnings
because it is important. If they do happen, you
will say, why didn't she tell me? (After you've
drowned?)
On a piece of paper, Ms Crause then drew
a series of lines:
11

WC: Now, when I draw this, I draw it
psychically - see how strong I've drawn that

line? See how curved this one is? That shows
that you are a man of principles, but you're not
narrow minded. You are adaptable to change
in your life but you still stand by your own
principles.
Now if you asked me to draw a straight
line, I couldn't. (Psychics have their limitations.)
But it shows a little bit of chest weakness, but
with those numbers you shouldn't really have
any problems.
Ms Crause then studies the writing ("Mary
had a little lamb" etc).
WC: Looking at your writing, it seems that
you can solve other peoples' problems but you
can't always solve your own. There's a curiosity
about you, a need to look over the next hill.
This indicates there will be quite a lot of travel.
I'm not sure if there's anybody in your life that's
had something to do with the seas (Why not?
After all, Ms Crause is psychic) , but you will be
drawn by the sea. This might be coming from a
past life, I can see a sailor and the silver buttons
on his coat.
You're a person who puts up defences at
times, but once you learn to trust a person those
defences lessen.
(Many of these so-called
''psychic revelations" are variations of the stock
cold reading spiel - see The Zetetic (Skeptical
Inquirer), Vo/ 1, No 2, "Cold Reading - How to
convince strangers that you know all about
them" by Ray Hyman.)
Around September, be a little bit careful;
there's somebody pulling against you; the plan
could go your way if you are willing to go with it
and not become stubborn.
(Why can't Ms
Crause identify that "somebody"?)
Librans are very easy going people but
when they are stubborn, they are very stubborn.
Nobody is going to tell them what to do. I like
that, but in this case be a little bit sensible.
You don't seem as if you will put on a lot of
weight.
I also see you doing a lot of running,
although I don't think jogging's such a good
idea.
You're going somewhere you will be
walking a lot and make sure your shoes are
comfortable because if they are not, you will get
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very sore feet. (And make sure you wear clean
underwear.)
You are quite intuitive, but you put up
barriers and don't listen sometimes, I quite like
your writing; I often find the smaller the writing,
the nicer the person. But it does show some
indecision in life, but with these lines coming up
so high, it proves you are never afraid to try.
Ms Crause then read the subject's palm.
WC: You have a very open, honest hand,
a very Aquarian hand. (PH is now a Libran with
a bit of Virgo, a dash of Gemini and a touch of
Aquarius.)
There's curiosity here, your little
finger sticking out means you listen to what
other people say but stick to your own
judgement.
You also have a good mind if it interests
you, but if it doesn't - forget it.
What I am getting here, it's a possibility, is
a very strong early relationship or marriage later
in life, the first one is nowhere near as strong as
the second. There might be little relationships
in between but they are the most important
ones.
There is a possibility you'll have two
children, and you may marry someone who
either has a child or has had a miscarriage. I
can definitely see a child in the background.
(Ms Crause's eyesight has improved over the
last few paragraphs!)
The first child is very much your destiny
child, and he has been with you through many
of your lives. I don't know why I said "he" but I
did, so take it as he. (One guess is as good as
another.)
There's a tremendous amount of warmth
on your hands, which means you can give out a
tremendous amount of healing.
Very happy to see this line here because it
shows you have a lot of love in your life.
(Sincere, honest and loving are the three
attributes most people like to be told they
possess;
check the advertisements in the
personal columns in any newspaper.)
How old are you? (She can't tell from his
palm? and she has already forgotten that he
wrote it down for her at the beginning of the

session.)

PH: 23 going on 24.
WC: Ideally you should have had an early
relationship. There are quite a few emotional
lines but your ideal time to settle down is about
the age of 33; that would be the best possible
time, because there's lots of love and
happiness then. But with relationships before
that there's quite a few emotional issues pulling
against one another, so don't get married until
then.
I've got a lot healing lines; you should
also have 'a lot of animals around you because
Do you have any
they are drawn to you.
animals? (No indication in the palm, yet earlier
Ms Crause could "see" a child.)
PH: No, but many of my friends do.
WC: Well, you do like animals very much
and when you settle down you will need them
around you.
You were strongly influenced by your
parents and there were family problems at the
age of 1O or 11 and you might have rebelled at
the time; seems to me you were going around
in circles. (PH says that this was incorrect.)
Two lines show the signs of a writer, so
you are in the right business, but there is
another career. (The first career she already
knew, but although claiming to be psychic, we
does not say what the other career is.)
I also see a family member with circulatory
problems, but that's not to say this person will
drop dead. (If we can see "a family member"
so plainly, why not specify who it is?)
You have a very long life line, so you'll be
a very old man. (Sic) Between the ages of 2831 there is some uncertainty but after that it's all
right and you know where you're heading.
You have a show business thumb, which
shows that you are good with people. I like this
thumb tucked under there; shows you're very
good with money if you want to be.
Now is there someone in your life called
Kay or Kate?*
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PH: I have a good friend called Kate.
WC: There's going to be something in the
way of studies or learning for her; is she
studying now?
PH: No, she's not.
WC: Well, there's an opening for her, and
it's important that she takes it; it's a marvellous
opportunity for her. Do you know if she was
born in August? (How come Ms Crause can't
tell?!)

33
and I can see someone who rubs you off (sic)
the wrong way. (What Ms Crause did not see is
that PH lives alone.) I felt someone around you
with a health problem in the lower part of the
body, perhaps in the stomach. I see a hospital
bed but nothing overly dramatic. I feel that
towards the end of August there is going to be a
change of direction for you; also money from an
unexpected source.
Do you have an elderly relative?
(It's
amazing how many people Ms Crause can
"see" yet has to ask this question.)
PH: Yes, a grandmother.

PH: I couldn't tell you.
WC: Well, if she was not born in August
then this door will open for her in August.
Ms Crause then took a pack of playing
cards which PH had been holding from the
beginning of the session, and placed them on a
board. She then asked him to make a wish.
WC: You have success here but this card
is standing in your way. Did you have trouble in
making the wish?
PH: Yes. (The element of surprise: out of
the blue ask anyone to make a wish and note
the difficulty they have in marshalling their
priorities.)
WC: Yes, it shows.
There is some news coming to you in the
next two months; there is also money coming
but not a great fortune.
I get a lot of things which are symbolic. I
see an elderly man. He's taking out a watch
from his pocket and he's looking at it, closes it
and puts it away. Now to me, unless you know
an elderly man who does that, what I said about
getting money, it will take time, it will happen
when it's meant to. Anything around you at the
moment involving a contract is very good.
You are going to be very irritable with
someone around the home; I can see you
walking around picking things up and putting
them down; you'll be in a restless state of mind

WC: She's going to give you something,
giving you the boost you need. You will work
with people who are not Australian, so you'll
probably work overseas.
I see an older man as your boss; he's
dark. (At the age of 23, the possibility of PH
having a boss younger than himself is, to say
the least, remote.)
Oh, I just noticed your watch (which has
Roman numerals) ; remember how I saw the
old man with the watch; well, his watch was just
like yours. (As we has had something like
three quarters of an hour to observe PH's
watch, I don't find the coincidence particularly
mind shattering but rather suspicious.)
Do you want to travel? (Know anyone
who doesn't?)
PH: Yes, I do.
WC: Well, that's coming through strongly.
There are people who will be a great help
to you. I can see a Libran, Taurus or Cancer.
(This brings the odds down to 4:1.) What's your
Mum?
PH: Taurus. (Why did Ms Crause have to
ask?)
WC: Yes, it seems that she could be a
great backstop to you. (Like all Mums!)
You are going to have a lot to do with
Europe, but I can also see you doing things in
America.
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Do you feel restless at all?
putting out a feeler?)

(Ms Crause

PH: Not career wise, but yes, in a few
relationships I do.
WC: When you feel like that, sometimes
these people have been with you from other
lives; you have got to learn to let go. (People
do tend to stare if they see you holding hands
with a skeleton.)
Do you have any questions?
PH: No, I think you've covered about
everything.
End of session.
* If it were possible to deduce information about a
third party from the creases in one's palm, why not a fourth,
fifth , sixth, etc, and so on ad infinitum; its encyclopaedic
capacity limited only by physical size and the number of
persons met during one's lifetime!

Summary
If you feel that the editors of The Skeptic
are taking your money under false pretences by
printing this tedious monologue, spare a
thought for those who pay between $35 and
$50 for this unadulterated garbage. Now let's
see what they really got for their money.
Ms Crause advertises herself as a
psychic, has been in business for 14 years, has
appeared on radio and TV, and claims to be
known internationally.
A psychic is one who is sensitive to those
mental phenomena which cannot be explained
means, and who possess
by rational
paranormal abilities such as clairvoyance.
This being so, Ms Crause, without asking
questions of a client, and with no prior
knowledge of the client, should be able to
reveal past events in that person's life, and
predict future events.
She should have no need to resort to
using a mixture of numerology, astrology,
palmistry and playing cards, but should have
relied entirely on revelations which she claims
come to her psychically. The gimmicks can
therefore be dismissed as adjuncts to mystify

and impress.
It should be noted that Ms Crause had
prior knowledge of the client's profession
(journalist), his date and time of birth, a
handwriting sample, and asked more than 13
questions throughout the session.
Most of her statements fall into the
general;
self-evident;
categories of: false;
and selfself-perceptive;
patronising;
validatory.
Ms Crause's first observation "that
numerologically PH was a number 5" is hardly a
revelation. This is obtained by adding the digits
of one's birth date until reduced to a prime
number (see articles elsewhere this issue).
What does it prove?
The question about "someone in your life
called Kay or Kate" was one of those lucky
coincidences that psychics hope for and that
leave clients in awe at their supernatural
powers, even though it was a question and riot
a statement. Had she been wrong, she could
have expanded the net to include all those
names beginning with "K" or similar sounding
names.
Generalities
"The unhappiest times of your life are associated
with relationships, communication is important" - truisms.
"You worry a little bit about the future" - who doesn't
at some time or another? In the case of PH however, he
does not admit to any apprehension.
"You have a need to look over the hill; this indicates
that there will be a lot of travel" - we all look for greener
pastures ,and most find the prospects of travel attractive .
"You put up defences at times, but once you learn
to trust a person those defences lessen" - universal
psychological behaviour.
"Your handwriting shows some indecision in life, but
you are never afraid to try" - we all experience times of
indecision, but unless one's handwriting fluctuates from
English to Hebrew to Japanese, I doubt whether it could
be perceived by calligraphy.
"Librans are easy going people, but when they are
stubborn they are very stubborn; nobody is going to tell
them what to do" - tell that to anyone of any other sign and
it's just as valid.
"You are quite intuitive but put up barriers and don't
listen to people."
"You listen to what other people say, but stick to
your own judgement" - a contradictory confirmation or a
confirmation of a contradiction?
"There is money coming but not a fortune" - happy
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thought, but don't promise too much.
"Possibility of two children" - almost a universal
average in Western societies.
"You may marry someone who either has a child or
has had a miscarriage" - given a divorce rate of 1 in 4 and an
equally high rate of abortion this is a statistical possibiltty.
Self-evident
"You have a busy mind" - a natural assumption when
the client's profession is known to involve research and
writing.
"You could have trouble around the lungs" - every
tobacco product carries a similar warning.
"Any health problems will be caused by getting
yourself up tight , or doing things to your body, so be
sensible" - unless Ms Crause knows of other ways of
damaging one's health besides mental and physical
abuse, this is hardly a profound observation or invaluable
advice.
"Be careful with water, be careful of people jumping
in and doing foolish things" - Mama's advice to a child?
"You can solve other people's problems , but not
always your own" - this is why we have counselling
services; other people's problems are easy to solve when
you are not emotionally involved.
"There is a curiosity about you" - assuming this to
mean a curious nature it would naturally go with the
profession.
"You don't seem as though you will put on weight" a psychic observation?
"You will be walking a lot" - Ms Crause possibly
associates reporting with street pounding.
"Make sure your shoes are comfortable otherwise
you'll get sore feet" - psychic advice or Mama again?
"Two lines on your 'hand show signs of a writer" would she have said the same thing had she not known
PH was a writer for People ?
Patronising, self-perception and selfvalidating
" Number 5 is communication with others; you are in
the right business" - the reader is already aware of the
communicative abiltty of the subject.
"The smaller the handwriting the nicer the person" sweetie.
"You have a long life line, so you'll be a very old
man" - would you tell a client that they are just about to
drop dead?!
"You are very good with money, if you want to be" a two way bet.
"You are good with people" - so we all like to think.
And finally, these three beauties:
"You are a man of principles."
"You are not narrow minded."
"You are adaptable to change, but stand by your
principles."
Who in this wide world would tell a client that they
are unprincipled, narrow minded and intransigent?!
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Conclusion
The reading by Ms Crause was a
combination of homilies, simple ( and often
simplistic) advice, and self-evident statements,
many of which were repeated several times
using different words.
The only semblance of accuracy can be
seen to have been based on prior knowledge of
the client.
In my opinion, Ms Crause exhibited
nothing remotely resembling any form of
psychic ability.
Winifred Crause's response when shown
my analysis?
"The role of people like Harry Edwards is
to be negative about everything, and while he
may not think I have psychic powers, my clients
obviously do. I have been in this business for
14 years, and that speaks for itself. If I were a
charlatan, I would have disappeared years
ago."
Personally, I would have thought the
opposite, that the search for truth would indicate
a positive attitude, and the truth to emerge here
is that Ms Crause's clients have never taken the
time or trouble to analyse what she has (or has
not) been telling them for the past fourteen
years!
Part 3 of this
series will
be
published next issue and will look at the
prognostications of a Tarot card reader.
Footnote:

Following publication of Part 1

of this series last Issue, copies were sent to the
two astrologers concerned for comment - so far
there has been no response.

Contributions
To maintain the size of each issue of "The
Skeptic" and the diversity of material within
it, we welcome contributions of articles,
letters and news items for publication from
readers.
Contributions should be typed, double
spaced, and sent to:
Australian Skeptics
PO Box 575
Manly NSW 2095
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Above Top Secret: The
Worldwide UFO
Conspiracy
by Timothy Good
(Sidgwick & Jackson,
1987)
- a review and some
further thoughts
Crash!
My academic mailbox
shuddered with the impact. A huge
package
crushed
the
usual
accumulation of memos, student
assignments and abusive letters from
creation scientists. What was it?
The Book
"It" was a book.
Magazine
wanted me to review
Timothy Good's book "Above Top
Secret". I leafed through it. Nearly
440 pages of text, followed by 106
pages of appendix and 30 pages of
notes. A big, big book.
I read the blurb. The book, it told
me, "is the most astonishing book
about extraterrestrials and their
potent threat to our security ever
written". This is partly because the
author
"logically,
calmly
and
rigorously" examines the evidence,
using
a
"rational,
sober and
immaculately
documented"
approach.
With trembling hands I began to
read this portentous volume. With
grim determination I read it. All of it.
The introduction, by Lord Hill-Norton,
GCB. Then the text, the appendix
and the notes. It was a long, long
slog.
The book's central ideas are not
stated clearly. There are two of them ,
and they emerge gradually. One idea
is that, beyond reasonable doubt,
Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs)
do exist, and are spacecraft from
other worlds . The other idea is that
there is a worldwide cover-up about
UFOs, with security agencies seeking
to suppress the evidence . These
ideas emerge gradually from the text,
and are never clearly spelled out.
The bulk of the book is taken up
with hundreds of cases of UFO
sightings and alleged security coverups. The book's tone is moderate
throughout, and the aim seems to be

Book
Reviews
to overwhelm the reader with a tidal
wave of evidence.
The book poses an interesting
problem to the thoughtful reader. If
its theories are correct, or even partly
correct, our place in the universe is
quite different from what most of us
thought. What is more, a hidden
network of intelligence agencies is
able to conceal a major truth from all
the rest of us.
How should we
evaluate these sensational claims?
One obvious way is that of Phillip
Klass,
the
American
skeptic.
Examining outstanding UFO cases
yourself, in detail, then publish the
results in books , such as "UFOs
Explained" and "UFOs - the Public
Deceived". However, most of us do
not have the time, or the resources,
to investigate world-wide UFO claims
of the kind Good writes about. And
as for tackling the claims of cover-ups,
most of us would quail at the thought.

The claims
Luckily, there are some simpler
methods of assessing Good's claims.
First, we can ask what exactly is being
claimed. Some belief-systems wither
as soon as their assumptions are
spelled out. I know of many folk , for
instance, who thought that Creation
Science was a plausible idea, until the
full range of beliefs were spelled out.
The idea of Adam and Eve , the Tower
of Babel, Noah's Flood and so on
being accepted as scientific beliefs
strikes many people as implausible .
Other
beliefs
reveal
different
features. As Tim Mendham recently
point out [Vol 8, No 3], the "New
Age" system of beliefs is so vague
that almost nothing can be said. What
about Good and his UFOs?
For a start, what kind of creatures
are these aliens? Good never says,
but his evidence points in all kinds of
directions. Both the UFOs, and the
aliens who occupy them, vary wildly
from report to report. Some UFOs are

as small as cars while others, such as
one reported in the USSR, was
twenty-five miles in length! Some
aliens are very much like us - they
appear human - while others are very
different. They may lack genitals or
digestive systems. Their attitudes to
us vary, too. Some are friendly and
report that they come from peaceful
happy planets. Others are very nasty,
and fire missiles at our aeroplanes.
Good's
ideas
about
aliens,
therefore,
are
rather
unclear.
However, although this renders the
claims less plausible, it does not
necessarily invalidate them. There
could, in principle, be lots of different
aliens and spacecraft flying past the
Earth.
We might be seeing the
galactic equivalents of hang-gliders
and 747s, and aliens as varied as
pygmies and circus giants. It could be
true!
If it is true, though, how do we
manage to spot these alien craft at all?
A good proportion of the sightings
are on radar screens.
Yet the
Americans, surely primitives in terms
of interstellar technology , have finally
admitted that they have built a plane
which does not register on radar
screens. Our interstellar travellers
seem unaccountably primitive in
certain respects.
Again, are we
supposed to believe that aliens who
have travelled from the stars can fire
missiles at our planes, and miss? It
would be rather like unleashing an
Israeli hit squad upon a Roman
legion. The aliens, to put it mildly,
must be lousy shots.
On grounds of basic plausibility
and coherence, therefore, Good
scores badly with his UFOs.
However, although implausible, his
array of blundering , variegated aliens
might just conceivably be true. But
what about the cover-up? What can
we say about that?
Good is not very clear about the
cover-up either. It certainly seems an
astonishing operation . We are told
that American presidents - such as
Jimmy Carter - tried very hard to bring
UFO facts into the open, and failed.
Apparently British prime ministers
made similar efforts, and also failed.
Remember that this is a world-wide
conspiracy. Iran is diligently covering
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up the facts. So is France. So is New
Zealand. So is everyone. Exactly
how every single one
of these
countries, all fiercely nationalistic,
sustains such a conspiracy of silence,
remains a mystery after reading the
book. Surely at least one nation in
the world would blow the truth at
some stage?
Still, none of this is vital. We may
grant that Good's claims are
implausible, incoherent and unclear.
However, the crux of the assertions
lies in the evidence. Any theory, no
matter how far-fetched or badly
stated, must be granted credence if it
is backed by sufficient evidence of an
appropriate kind and quality. How
strong is Good's evidence.

The evidence
Obviously, it is not possible to
check all of Good's evidence.
Hundreds of cases can only be
assessed by a major study. However,
one technique I've found is this.
Take a sample of cases, and check
them in depth. Given a reasonable
sample of cases, a check will give
some idea of the overall credibility of
the evidence.
In some cases, no checking is
needed.
The evidence is feeble
even when one reads it.
For
example, a case is quoted of a couple
of electricity cables falling in South
West
England .
Engineers,
apparently, were astonished. The
only link with UFOs is that Good's
press clippings, during that period,
came only from the south of England.
Such evidence is hard to take
seriously.
Other evidence looks astonishing
at first glance. For instance, test pilot
Robert White is reported as
exclaiming in flight "There are things
out there.
There absolutely is."
However, Good omits to describe
what White was talking about. So I
had to go to the reference ( Time
magazine, July 27, 1962).
This
revealed that White was talking about
an object looking "like a piece of
paper the size of my hand". That is
supposed to be evidence for UFOs?!
A good deal of the evidence is
rather hard to check, as it comes from
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publications of the UFO community.
These often involve organisations
with

acronyms

like

BUFORA,

PUFORG, MUFON and the like. Such
researchers are usually described as
"reliable",
''thorough"
or
"experienced" or something similar.
Obviously, it is hard to check such
claims, both because I don't know the
people and I don't have access to
their original data.
However, there is another way of
checking out Good's claims. We have
already seen that American sceptic
Philip Klass has investigated many
UFO claims. Klass' books came out
years before Good's, and Good has
corresponded with him. It follows that
we can learn much from the way that
Good treats Klass' objections to the
UFOiogists' claims. If Good produces
strong reasons for discounting Klass'
objections, that is a clear mark in his
favour. However, if he neglects the
problems raised by Klass, or treats
them inadequately, then that is an
indication that the use of evidence in
the book is not reliable.
Let's take a couple of cases. What
about UFOs over Iran in 1976? This is
a highly dramatic case, to which Good
devotes about three pages. Stripped
of details. a couple of F4 jets from the
Iranian airforce were scrambled to
investigate some sightings of lights in
the sky. Reports vary, but at least
one jet suffered grave electrical
failures, tried to fire a missile at
something and had something fired
at it. A nearby jet airliner also suffered
radio failure.
Good spends most of his three
pages reproducing some reports by a
US Defence Attache, and then
quotes an evaluation of the report as
a "classic". That's pretty well all he
does.
What about Klass? Years before
Good, Klass made repeated attempts
to find out more. He wrote to a
number of involved people, often
receiving no reply, and found a
sizeable number of pieces of
evidence which were not contained
in the original report .
First, Klass found that only one
aircraft
had
suffered
electrical
malfunctions, not two. What is more ,

that plane had had a history of
unexplained electrical f au Its, and the
electrical workshop responsible for it
was notorious for poor performance.
In this context, a temporary electrical
malfunction
can
hardly
be
characterised as mysterious. He also
points out that the aircrews at the time
were tired and rattled, and could have
mistaken stars or meteors for UFOs
and "missiles". In addition, Klass
points out that radio faults on airliners
are not unknown, and that is why they
carry backup radio sets.
This is not a total refutation of the
Iran UFO claims, but it is a powerful
critique. Good quotes none of this,
yet some of it is vital information
regarding the case. My conclusion is
that the case is not fully presented in
Good's book, and that it is not a
reliable account of the Iran UFO
incident.
Well, what about a case where
Good does reply to Klass? The
Socorro case, for example. In 1964,
in the New Mexican town of Socorro,
Police Sergeant Zamora reported
hearing a roar and seeing flames. He
raced to the scene and reported
seeing a craft and two occupants.
The object, egg-shaped, then took
off, leaving marks and burns behind
it.

Klass investigated this case in
some depth, and concluded that it
was a hoax, designed to improve
Socorro's tourist potential. The town
was in some financial trouble. The
mayor, who was also a prominent
banker, was mentioned as possibly
involved in the operations.
How does Good tackle Klass'
objections? By doing one thing; he
quotes the mayor of the town as
denying that he was involved in any
hoax. That is all! Good concedes that
Klass produces a number of reasons
for his view, but does not meet, or
indeed quote, any of them.
Notice that one is not required to
regard Klass as more reliable than
Good in investigating cases. Klass is
simply being used as a foil, to see
how Good handles criticism and
counter-evidence.
The conclusion
is, he doesn't.
Continued over
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Conclusion
In a book of the size of Good's it is
not possible to check all cases.
However, this analysis of a number of
claims seems to indicate that Good's
book is not a clear, rigorous survey of
the evidence for UFOs.
It is a
polemical volume, which seems to be
devoted to making the case for
UFOs, and a cover-up, seems as
convincing as possible.
However,
inspection of the theses put forward
in the book, and checking of a few
cases with other sources, seem to
show that the book is not reliable and
its conclusion cannot be trusted.
What is going on?
Reading this book convinced me
of a number of things. There is a
world-wide
network
of
UFO
proponents, exchanging views and
information. This may resemble, in
some ways, the creation science
movement whose shortcomings have
been reviewed often in these pages.
However, there are some similarities
and some differences between the
two movements .
Both the creation science and the
UFO movements are, in a sense,
victims of their own success. Both
made considerable impact upon the
public consciousness, and gained at
least some footholds in the sphere of
respectability.
A
number of
investigations of UFO claims have
been made, and of course "equal
time" for creation science was
adopted for a while in Arkansas,
Louisiana
and
Queensland.
However, both movements also
suffered from this initial success. The
results of the UFO investigations
were negative.
Creation science
claims were subjected to scientific
analysis, and found to be false.
This repulse, after the initial
success, led to both movements
acquiring or at least reinforcing a
rather "paranoid" approach.
The
world, for these people , seems to be
divided into "them" and "us" . For the
creation scientists, the division is
between
Christians,
ie
fundamentalists, who have God's
world, and atheists, ie everyone else,
who are being manipulated by the
Devil. For UFOiogists, the enemy

appears to be an obscure network of
intelligence services, constantly at
work suppressing and nullifying the
results of investigations.
At this point, the differences
between
the
two
movements
become important. Creation science
appears to be retreating inside its
home base, the fundamentalist
movement. As long as there are
fundamentalists, there are likely to be
creation scientists. Essentially, their
. long term role appears likely to be as
specialised providers of comfort to
fundamentalists. Never mind what
orthodox scientists tell you, the
creationists can say, we can assure
you that true science supports the
Bible!
UFOiogists have no such "safe
home base" to which they can retreat.
However, their case is intrinsically
more difficult to refute. UFOiogy is
largely practised by UFO advocates.
People such as Philip Klass are in a
distinct minority. In addition, UFO
incidents are in general unexpected
one-offs, which it is difficult to
examine properly in retrospect. For
this reason, it is much harder to bring
proper investigatory processes to
bear upon UFOiogy.
The consequence of this is that
UFOiogy is likely to be with us in its
current form for a long time yet.
Indeed, although the movement
does not have a safe home
population, it seems to be almost
indestructible in its present form.
- Martin Bridgstock

Corrections
Even the least astute readers would
have noticed a number of errors in
the last (Vol 8 No 4) issue of The
Skeptic. Apart from a large number
of "literals" caused by rather hasty
proof-reading, there were two more
important errors.
One was an interesting movement of
some items in the Table of Results
(p20) associated with the survey of
creationist beliefs.
The line on "Strength of religious
belief: none" has the figures Group C O, Group E - 36; "belief: moderate"
should have Group C - 8, Group E 50, significant difference - <.001;
and "belief: strong" has Group C - 92,
and Group E - 14.
Similarly with the question "How long
will life continue?", those who said
1000 years should have the figures
Group C - 28, Group E - 21 , significant
difference <.001, and those who said
indefinite should have Group C - 20
and Group E- 79.
All of the above figures were in the
table and correct - some had just
shifted across one column. Such are
the often unpublicised hazards of
desktop publishing.
The second problem was more
mundane - twixt the plate and the lip
(or, in this case, between artwork and
printing) an illustration disappeared
from a letter on the Gish/Plimer
Debate by Andrew Parle. It is
(hopefully) reproduced below for you
to photocopy and stick in the
mysterious space on page 37.
elephant
el a ffe

Commo n
A ncestor

gire p h a n t

g ir affe

Although no-one's perfect, we will
attempt to make sure such errors do
not creep in again.
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Science and Earth
History: The
Evolution/Creation
Controversy
by Arthur N. Strahler
(Prometheus Books,
552pp, A$75 approx)
Arthur Strahler, a former Columbia
University geology professor, has
written what he admits is "a very
strange book", one that would have
been unnecessary over 10 years
ago . He wrote it after becoming
aware of the increasing threat to
science education in the United
States
posed
by
"scientific
creationists".
Strahler sets out to examine, in
detail, creationists' claims of scientific
evidence for the 6-day Divine
Creation, of the universe followed by
Noah's Flood as outlined in Genesis.
Strahler draws on the latest findings
of mainstream science in physics,
cosmology, geology, palaeontology
and evolutionary biology.
He prepares the ground by
reviewing
the
philosophy
and
methodology of empirical science
which he contrasts with that of
religion and pseudoscience.
The
criteria distinguishing science from
pseudoscience are defined. After a
detailed review of the history and
recent revival of "creation science",
the main part of the book presents
the great discoveries, principles and
theories of modern earth science and
the unequivocal evidence for an
earth over four billlion years old.
Because the same creationist
elements are also at work in Australia,
trying to infiltrate their religious beliefs
into the school curriculum under the
guise of "Flood Geology", Strahler's
book has immediate relevance here
also. Unlike many American science
books where Australia never gets a
mention, Strahler discusses recent
Australian creationist articles in Ex
Nihilo
by Mackay, Setterfield,
Snelling, Weiland, etc. He analyses
them in detail and convincingly
refutes them.
His "very strange
book" is thus invaluable to everyone
interested in the practice and
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teaching of science (not just earth
science) in Australia.
The 54 chapters, arranged in nine
sections,
cover virtually
every
significant aspect of earth sciences
and related evolutionary topics:
Science
and
Pseudoscience;
Creationism, its roots and tenets;
Cosmology and Astronomy; Geology
and Crustal History;
Origin of
Landscapes; Stratigraphy and the
Fossil Record;
Integrity of the
Evolutionary Record Under Attack by
Creationists ; The Rise of Man and
the Emergence of the Human Mind;
The Origin of Life on Earth Naturalistic or Creationistic? .
In each section, Strahler compares
and contrasts the scientific evidence
with
equivalent
creationist
explanations. He draws on a wealth
of information from many sources not
readily available to most readers. He
combines
an
encyclopaedic
knowledge with an enviable ability to
organised and present an enormous
amount of information in an
organised, accessible and very
readable form. Strahler is firm but fair
with creationists and scientists alike .
He doesn't hesitate to take both to
task for carelessness and arrogance
in presenting their case.
This is a "fun" read, packed with
fascinating facts.
I found myself
hooked, delving into it at random, and
surfacing considerably later. In the
process of discovering why creation
"scientists" are up the creek without a
paddle the reader will painlessly and
enjoyably absorb a great deal about
earth history.
The text is fully
illustrated with figures , table , relevant
quotations, and extensive literature
citations.
Extensive
crossreferencing in the text and separate
indexes for individuals and subjects
make it easy to locate items.
This volume is a "must" for
everyone seriously concerned by the
creationist
threat
to
science
education in this country. It should
certainly be in every university, public
and high school library. If you have
the opportunity, please recommend
it. School librarians should not be
deterred by the price! This may be
the best investment a school library
will make this year, especially if it

prevents just one promising student
from being turned away from science
by creationism by exposing it as a
pseudoscience resting on religious
premises.
On the assumption that many
creationists monitor the columns of
The Skeptic , I strongly recommend
Strahler's book also to bible colleges
and to all who sincerely believe that
creationism has a place in science
classes of public schools . It may not
change your views but you will
appreciate more clearly why scientists
vehemently and almost unanimously
reject young-earth creationism as a
valid scientific interpretation of earth
history and evolution.
- Alex Ritchie
Australian Museum
Footnote:
Prometheus
Books
are
available
from
Abbeys
Bookshops, 131 York Street,
Sydney
2000, tel
(02) 264
3111.
The Australian Museum,
College Street, Sydney, has
recently opened an exhibition
under the
direction of Dr
Ritchie
entitled
''Tracks
Through Time" which is a
highly
recommended
exposition
on
human
evolution.
This exhibition has been three
years
in
preparation,
and
those interested in a clear
and
visually
exciting
explanation of the evolutionary
process
as
it
concerns
humans are advised to pay a
visit.
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Creation Week
Dear Sir,
I refer to the report in your Summer
1988 edition "News Report: Creation
Week in Canberra". There were many
comments made concerning my
presentation in the all-day creation
seminar.
I realise that it is difficult to accurately
record everything during the course
of a long day and concerning a
complex issue. It must be difficult to
concentrate for hours on end,
particularly when one is
philosophically opposed to the
presenter's paradigm:
Please allow me to correct some
inaccuracies in a non-emotive way.
1. My main point concerning the
length of the day was the fact that
attempts to lengthen the day (by
Christian apologists) inevitably end
up with death before Adam.
2. You state that I had "admitted
there there was no definition" of a
created kind. In fact, what I said was
there was no possibility of a nontautological definition of a created
kind. I, in fact, gave a definition.
3. The paragraph concerning salt
water to crystals is interesting - in fact,
the gentleman's remonstrations did
not remain unanswered. I clarified
the issue for him (others in the
audience say I made it clear to them
once interruptions ceased and I was
permitted to get on with the lecture)
after the session finished. The
gentleman concerned in fact
apologised to me more than once for
his rude interruptions, which were
based upon poor initial
understanding on his part.
4. The most badly distorted piece of
reporting (forgiveness is offered on
the basis that it was the end of a long,
tiring day) was that concerning the
plants on the third day. You say that
even I could not suppress a smile as I
explained that ''the objection that
plants, allegedly created on the third
day (Genesis 1:9-13) could not have
survived without the sun, created on
the fourth (Genesis 1:14-19), was no
cause for alarm because perhaps the
plants were created at the very end of
the third day and the sun at the very

Letters
beginning of the fourth."
A moment's reflection should cause
the intelligent skeptic to realise that I
would have no need for such an
apologetic with a 24-hour belief,
since plants can survive for 24 hours
without sunlight. Had your reporter
been listening, he/she would have
· realised that I was dismissing the
"long day" apologetic, and explaining
an argument which has sometimes
been used to bolster it. The smile
was correctly reported.
I hope you will be gracious enough to
print this in its entirety. One lady
Skeptic seemed to agree with me in a
private, mutually respectful
discussion that the Skeptics needed
to take a hard look at their ethics on
occasion. I have seen the most
incredible distortions in Skeptic
literature - one South Australian
branch reported that a creationist
lecturer had said that mammoths were
hurled from the earth and frozen high
in the stratosphere! I had been to the
lecture and of course he said no such
thing.
I can only strongly agree with the lady
in question that, no matter what our
philosophical opinions of each
other's world view, it is important to
"keep it clean".
- Dr Carl Wieland
Creation Science Foundation
Editor's comment: We have
published Dr Wieland's letter in full as
we presume the CSFjournal, "Ex
Nihilo", would also be willing to
publish letters from Skeptics.

UFO research
Dear Sir,
I was delighted to see Gregory
Czechura's article concerning Stealth
fighters, RPVs and alleged crashes of
UFOs in the last issue of The Skeptic
(Vol 8, No 4). He is to be
congratulated for conducting some
research into this particular aspect of

UFOs. Far too often sceptics are
armchair analysts. However, it should
be noted that others have been
aware of the possibility of aircraft etc
being behind some "UFO" cases, for
quite some time.
1) I have previously drawn attention to
a number of incidents where
Australian UFO reports can be
explained in terms of unidentified
aircraft. For example, in September
1973 two UFOs reportedly flew over
Alice Springs - even the then airport
manager described them as ''flying
objects, closely resembling aircraft"
(Northern Territory News, 10/9/73).
Secondly, many people in
Warrnambool, Victoria, reported
seeing a high altitude UFO in July
1980 which remained unidentified
despite a RAAF investigation. It had,
however, all the hallmarks of an
aircraft ( Warrnambool Standard, July
1980). Thirdly, a TAA pilot enrouteto .
Darwin in August 1980 noted what
appeared to be an aircraft some
20,000 feet above his plane. Despite
intensive investigation no known
aircraft was ever found to be the
cause of sighting (Investigation by
· UFO Research Far North
Queensland).
2) Since 1986 English author Jenny
Randles has called attention to the
fact that some English UFO reports
seem to be due to nocturnal flights of
the F 19 Stealth fighter (Northern
UFO News, No 121, Sep/Oct 1986).
3) Even further back, in the late
1950s, a UFO investigator uncovered
the existence of a secret airbase in
Canada from which high altitude
aircraft were overflying the USSR
("UFOs over the Americas", J&C
Lorenzen, Signet 1968, p.187).
Notwithstanding the above
comments, I would encourage more
sceptics to actually look at the
available data on UFOs and then
voice their considered opinion.
- Keith Basterfield

Readers letters on Issues
raised In The Skeptlc or
elsewhere are always
welcome.
See address page 4.
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Credulity surveys
Dear Sir,
I read with interest William Grey's
article "Australia's Credulity Rating :
Bad or Worse" in the Summer 88
volume of The Skeptic .
In his article, Grey comments on our
poll (see Vol 8 No 3, p.5) and
compares our figures with those of
the National Social Science Survey
conducted by the ANU. In particular,
he points out that we found" ... a 32%
level of belief in astrology in
comparison with the NSSS finding of

16% ...".
I agree with his comments that "we
probably need more work from our
social scientists to sort this out". I also
agree that, in looking 'at findings',
one must look at the question asked.
While Grey is correct in stating "that
we did not explicitly include a 'don't
know' category in the question
asked", we certainly did so for
purposes of recording. Our question
was "I'm going to read out a list of
things some people believe in. In
each case, would you tell me whether
you believe in it or not?" Provision
was made on the questionnaire to
record "Yes", "No" or"Don't Know".
With the greatest respect, I don't
think that this is a "quick and dirty"
survey approach, as Grey suggests.
- Irving Saulwick

Testing beliefs
Dear Sir,
Following publication of a recent
survey of the degree of acceptance
of pseudoscience, astrology, ESP,
etc, one of my fellow teachers, Ian
McGregor, gave the data to a group of
his students and discussed their
belief in ESP. What arose was an
interesting experiment for high
school age students.
One aspect of ESP that most
students will claim to be true is that
they will "know" if someone behind
them is staring at them.
It is a good exercise for students to
devise a scientifically valid experiment
to test this hypothesis. This is very
good to illustrate the need for a
control for such experiments.
I subsequently tried this with a class

of my own who also initially claimed to
"know" when they were being stared
at. At the end of the experiment, all
agreed that in fact such "knowledge"
really was explained by the use of
their more normal senses rather than
ESP.
But despite the results of the
experiments, we both had a feeling
that students really wanted to believe
the original hypothesis and felt it
would be interesting to follow up the
groups in five to six years and ask
again whether they "know" when
someone is staring at them.
- John Mawson

Astrology
Dear Sir,
There were not enough laughs in the
Spring 88 issue of The Skeptic, or so
I felt until I got to the last page . A.
Lyndon was there to cheer me up, in
the last letter from your readers,
under the heading "Astrology". A.
Lyndon did a beautiful job of verbally
disembowelling the reader who went
around replacing the periodicals in
newsagents so that the more
intellectually respectable would be on
top. Goodforyou, A. Lyndon! You
write well and you had a good
subject.
In the next paragraph, it became
apparent that A. Lyndon reserves
that left-hemisphere-critical faculty for
jumping all over skeptics, not for
thinking about the world at large. A
Lyndon gave some empirical data
supporting astrology ; A. Lyndon is
more likely to cry at certain times of
the month. I have an alternative
explanation which doesn't involve the
phases of the moon; I conjecture that
A. Lyndon is a woman. I would further
guess she's on the pill. If A. Lyndon
isn't, A. Lyndon has a periodic
hormone change which could be
accounted for by more prosaic
means, but why bother with more
complicated hypotheses given the
simplest? Are you listening, A.
Lyndon? You can confirm or refute
my conjecture with little effort; please
do.
If you are female, A. Lyndon, then
you might perhaps be beginning to
appreciate that there is sometimes

good reason for all the sexism in the
world. So long as women insist on
using their brains for constructing
elaborate rationalisations and try to
think with their endocrine system, so
long will men be reluctant to let them
take charge of anything complicated .
If you aren't a woman, you need your
hormones seen to. You sure argue
and reason, if that's the word, like the
purest stereotype of the dotty,
opinionated brainless bird. By all
means, feel your body, but when it
comes to theories and ideas, nothing
beats thought. It's done with brains,
left and right bits.
Right, that's a sample of my sunny
personality. Now tell me my birthday,
correct to within fifteen days.
- Mike Alder
Editor's comment: There was no
indication on A. Lyndon's letter as to
the gender of the writer. We look
forward to a response, from whatever
quarter, to Mr Alder's view.

Response on rape
Dear Sir,
I refer to Harry Edwards' news report
"Travels of an Aussie Skeptic", The
Skeptic Summer 88, in which the
opening paragraph states that the
writer "was raped by Wahinis in
Tahiti". As it has only now been
brought to my attention through this
article that Mr Edwards was sexually
assaulted by native New Zealand
women, I would like to convey my
deepest sympathy and empathy for
him.
On the other hand, if the term "rape"
is being used in a "tongue-in-cheek"
manner, I suggest that Mr Edwards
spends time reading Susan
Brownmiller's "Men, Women and
Rape" and Elizabeth Ward's "FatherDaughter Rape".
Rape is not a term to be used to imply
invited, welcome or wanted sexual
activity; rape is, and I quote from the
Sydney Rape Crisis Centre's
"Surviving Rape Handbook", 'any
sexual harrassment or interference
that is uninvited, unwelcome and
unwanted'.
-Andreia Cook
Harry Edwards' response : Touche.

autumn 89

42

Have you got
YOUR
Skeptics
T-Shirt?
Featuring the t,vo sides of
the bent spoon story
(front and back)
:\u st rahan
Skcptic~

We'd like
to get
a few things
straight .

Available in any colour
you want (as long as
it's white)
Sizes: S, M, L
Cost: ONLY $11
inc postage
ORDER YOURS NOW!
Make sure you specify your name,
addre~ and size
Prr,onally dulentd b:, Julla Forbes.. at rutured In Portfollo mapth.t

The following material, from App/led Optics,
II,
A14 (1972),
was supplied by a reader with the
view of correcting one of the myths of our time:

Heaven is Hotter
than Hell
The temperature of Heaven can be rather
accurately computed from available data. Our
authority is the Bible:
Isaiah 30:26 reads,
"Moreover the light of the Moon shall be as the
light of the Sun and the light of the Sun shall be
sevenfold, as the light of seven days". Thus
Heaven receives from the Moon as much
radiation as we do from the Sun and in addition
seven times seven (forty-nine) times as much as
the Earth does from the Sun, or fifty times in all.
The light we receive from the Moon is a tenthousandth of the light we receive from the Sun,
so we can ignore that. With these data we can
compute the temperature of Heaven.
The radiation falling on Heaven will heat it to
the point where the heat lost by radiation is just
equal to the heat received by radiation. In other
words, Heaven loses fifty times as much heat as
the Earth by radiation.
Using the StefanBoltzman fourth-power law for radiation
(~)' = 50

where E is the absolute temperature of the
Earth - 300K. This gives Has 798K (5252C).
The exact temperature of Hell cannot be
computed but it must be less than 444.6 2 C, the
temperature at which brimstone or sulphur
changes from a liquid to a gas. Revelations
21 :8 "But the fearful, and unbelieving ... shall
have their part in the lake which burneth with
fire and brimstone". A lake of molten brimstone
means that its temperature must be below the
boiling point, which is 444.6 2 C. (Above this
point it would be a vapour, not a lake.)
We have, then, temperature of Heaven, 525 2C.
Temperature of Hell, < 4452 C.
Therefore ,
Heaven is hotter than Hell.

The Fifth
Australian Skeptics
Convention
Canberra
March 24-25
National Science
& Technology Centre
"Mythunderstanding
- the Myths of the 80s"
Special price of $15
includes a two-day pass to
Australia's premier
hands-on science museum
Dinner at the Centre
(March 25)
$20 per person
Pre-reeistration (particularly for the dinner} is essential!
Send _payment to:
Canberra Skeptics, PO Box 555, Civic Square 2608
Registrations must be received by March 21, 1989

