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From the President
Fighting the New Ignorance
This issue of The Skeptic contains several of
the papers which were presented at the fifth
annual convention and will allow those
subscribers, who were unable to attend the
event, an opportunity to consider some of the
matters which were discussed.
The fifth
convention must rank as one of the most
successful of all our annual gatherings, and
was a tribute to the organisational skills of the
Canberra Skeptics branch who provided all the
hard work. Quite obviously, some Canberra
residents are capable of organising things, the
evidence of the recent ACT local elections
notwithstanding.
We were almost overwhelmed by the
amount of media interest in our convention and
in the awards that were to be presented. There
is little doubt that the media are now taking a
much
more
sceptical
approach
to

unsubstantiated claims than was the case a few
years ago.
This is not to suggest that we in Australian ·
Skeptics can afford to relax. We have not won
the battle yet, nor are we likely to ever claim
victory.
The siren song, promoted by the New
Agers and the Creationists (New Earthers?), is
seductive in its simplicity.
The antiintellectualism implicit in their easy answers is
often difficult to counter because the path of
reason is not always a comfortable one.
They will continue to preach their New
Ignorance while there are financial rewards and
power to be gained from it. We have the harder
row to hoe, but it is a worthwhile task because
knowledge is always preferable to ignorance.
- Barry Williams
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$500 prize in
Skeptics'
Student Essay
Competition
The Australian Skeptics are proud to
announce the second Student Essay
Competition, with a prize for the best
essay of $500.
The competition is designed to
encourage critical thinking
and
evaluation
of
paranormal
and
pseudoscientific claims by students.
The competition is open to all
primary, secondary and tertiary level
students currently enrolled at an
Australian educational facility. In the
previous competition, prizes were
awarded
to
students
from
Queensland (four out five prizes!)
and New South Wales from tertiary
and secondary institutions.
The essays submitted should deal
with one of the following subjects:
1.
The validity of the
paranormal - a discussion of the
theories and evidence suggesting
that the paranormal exists as a
testable
phenomenon
and
the
implications of that existence.
2.
An examination of one
panlcular
area
of
the
paranormal - an assessment of the
evidence used to support or debunk
a particular paranormal claim. In the
first round of this competition,
entrants covered such areas as out-ofbody experiences, the Loch Ness
monster, the Shroud of Turin,
acupuncture and UFOs. Entrants in
this category are reminded that the
judges would be pleased to see
evidence
of
some
personal
investigation.
While realising that
many students are not in a position to
carry out extensive parapsychological
testing, it would be in line with the
Skeptics'
aims
of
encouraging
scientific testing of claims if some,
even small scale, assessment were
involved.
Those attempting the second
topic could consult one of the many
pro and anti-supernatural books,
including
the
recent
Skeptics
publication "Skeptical" for a list of
appropriate subjects for investigation.

Entries can be up to 5000 words
in length (although there is no lower
restriction - a short and pithy
argument might be just as, if not
more, convincing than an elaborate
one). Entries should be typed, and
include the entrant's name, age,
address
and
student
status
(educational institution, course, year,
etc).
Deadline for entries is October
6, 1989. Entries should be sent to:
Student Essay Competition
Australian Skeptics
PO Box E324, St James 2000
The winning entry (or entries) will
be published in this journal. The
winner will be announced in the
Summer 89 (Vol 9, No 4) edition.

News Briefs
New Address:
The national
committee (head office) of Australian
Skeptics has a new postal address.
all
Effectively
immediately,
correspondence for the national
committee
(subscriptions,
correspondence,
challenges,
submissions for this journal, etc)
should be sent to:
PO Box E324
St James NSW 2000
Change
to
Alms:
At
a
of
the
representative
meeting
national and state committees of
Australian Skeptics held prior to the
in
fifth
Skeptics
convention
Canberra, March 25-26, 1989, it was
agreed to make a change to the
published aims of the Skeptics. The
first Aim now reads: "To investigate
claims of pseudoscience, paranormal
and similarly anomalous phenomena
from a responsible, scientific point of
view."
This amendment would
officially
allow
investigation
of
alternative medicine and creationism,
which were not previously covered.
The amendment was unanimously
accepted.
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News Report: Fifth Skeptics Convention
From any point of view, the Fifth
Australian Skeptics Convention, held
in Canberra over the 1989 Easter
weekend, was a success. In fact ,
many considered it the best
organised and most interesting
conference yet held by the Skeptics,
with all due credit going to the
extremely hard-working and highly
motivated members of the Canberra
Skeptics' committee (and no doubt
their friends and relatives).
The Skeptics was the first outside
body to hold a conference at the
newly opened National Science &
Technology Centre on the shores of
Lake Burley Griffin.
The Centre
proved an apt site for the convention,
as all around were examples of the
rational exploration and explanation
of the physical world, explaining
science and scientific method with
practical "hands-on" experiments.
And not a few of the convention
visitors spent as much time as they
could,
playing
with
these
experiments and admiring the display
of animated dinosaurs.

Awards
The convention got underway on
the afternoon of March 25 with a
keynote address by Canberra Times
correspondent,
Ian
Warden
(reprinted in this issue) . Mr Warden's
revelations about his astrological
similarities (or otherwise) with noted
Australian politicians were well
received.
His address was followed by
Skeptics president, Barry Williams,
who began by informing Mr Warden
of his numerological parallels, which
had as much relevance to the real
world as their astrological counterparts.
Barry also presented the two
annual Skeptics awards - the Bent
Spoon for the most preposterous
paranormal perpetration of the year,
and the Skeptical Journalism Award
for the best sceptical reporting.
He admitted that finding a worthy
recipient of the Bent Spoon had
proved particularly difficult, as the

year had passed without the usual
flood of outrageously ridiculous
claims
by
visiting
psychics,
clairvoyants or Dorises, although the
selection committee had been
tempted to present it to the
organisers of the recent ACT
elections. The committee was saved,
almost in the nick of time, by the
response to a letter they'd written to
Diane Mccann of Adelaide.
Ms
Mccann had written an article in an
Adelaide New Age magazine called
"The Golden Age", in which she
made the claim that "Adelaide is
founded on one of the major temples
of Atlantis".
The committee wrote requesting
further information, and she replied
that Adelaide was built on one of the
temples of Lemuria (a sudden shift in
oceans and mythical lost continents).
She couldn't prove it, but "it was",
and this fact was well-known to
psychic people.
A little further
investigation
revealed that Ms Mccann runs a
company
called
Accelerated
Business
Technologies,
which
handles the South Australian end of
the business motivation courses
called "Money & You" .
These
courses
teach
one
to
have
confidence, to be "abundant" and to
turn from "second wave thinking" to
''third wave thinking", which everyone
understands.
Ms Mccann is also the essence of
New Age eclecticism and openmindedness, for not only is she the
head of Money & You in South
Australia, an expert on lost continents
and a major third wave thinker, but
she is also a qualified practitioner of
neuro-linguistic
programming,
educational kinesiology,
psychoperistaltic massage, Chakra balancing, past life regression, and cofounder of the Australian Institute of
Rebirthing.
She is also a supporter of the
Hunger Project, helps get rid of "yuk
berries" by promoting auditing
courses, holds fire-walking sessions,
believes that when a critical mass of

people are gathered together "major
shifts occur" and is very concerned
with bringing out the Goddess that is
trapped within every woman.
So, foi- her endorsement of almost
every known pseudoscience, and for
carrying
open-mindedness
to
previously unheard of extremes
(outside ol Shirley Maclaine), and for
educating the world to the true
history of Adelaide, the 1988 Bent
Spoon Award went to Diane Mccann.
The more positive Skeptical
Journalism Award, which included the
bonus of a cheque for $1000, went
to someone who could have won the
award in almost any previous year:
Robyn Williams of the ABC. Mr
Williams' award was made on the
grounds of his continued excellent
presentation of rationality and the
scientific method on the ABC Radio
Science Show and Ockham's Razor.
It was noted that Mr Williams'
programs often present both sides of
the story when dealing with unusual
claims, but always with rationality and
not a little humour, thus accounting
for the popularity of the programs. Mr
Williams was able to attend the
convention dinner that night to
receive his award in person ano give a
highly amusing speech on some of
the stranger events in the history of
the Science Show.
After Barry Williams concluded
with a review of the Skeptical year,
making particular mention of the
numerology/astrology lucky number
scheme revealed in the last issue of
The Skeptic, the convention proper
got underway with Colin Groves,
president of the host Canberra
Skeptics, outlining the theme of "The
Myths of the 80s", trying to
understand what and why people
believe in the plethora of pseudoscientific and paranormal claims
made.
Frank Lewins presented a paper
on "Preambles to Belief" (which will
be reprinted in the next issue of this
journal) in which he outlined the
various mechanisms of belief, and its
interrelation with behaviour, outlining
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the various theories put forward as to
why people believe : is it influenced
by the behaviour of the individual, or
does the behaviour follow the belief,
or, in fact, a combination of these. He
took members of the Mahikari sect as
an example of these theories.
This was followed by one of the
editors of this journal, Tim Mendham,
presenting the problems of the "null
hypothesis", the concept that belief
relies on a basic starting point, for
example that proponents of the
paranormal
believe
that
the
paranormal does in fact exist, and that
evidence has to be gathered to prove
that a particular claim is false, whereas
sceptics need evidence to prove a
paranormal claim is justified. The
former belief requires that all claims,
regardless of inherent contradictions,
must be accepted until proved false,
of
thus
creating
problems
incorporating disparate and often
mutually exclusive claims, which is
ultimately more troublesome than the
sceptical approach.
Prof Ian Plimer, well known to the
readers of The Skeptic, concluded
the first day's official proceedings with
a recounting of an experiment he
conducted with creationists to prove
that they did little (if any) research, but
rather accepted any claim, no matter
how preposterous, as long as it
supported their basic belief.
His
speech is reprinted in this issue.

Launch of Skeptlcal
The second day, March 26, began
with the launch of . "Skeptical" by
Emeritus Professor Oskar Spate.
This book, produced by the Canberra
Skeptics, presents the Skeptical view
on over 30 different topics, ranging
from old favourites such as astrology,
creationism, water divining, psychic
surgery and ESP through to
Scientology, dolphins, aromatherapy
and the New Age. The book is a
response to a long-standing need of
Skeptics
for
short,
formalised
to
paranormal
and
responses
pseudoscientific claims, and priced at
$5.50 (plus $1.50 postage and
handling) proved a popular souvenir
from the convention, with almost
every visitor purchasing a copy. Prof
is
Spate's
launch
address

reproduced in this issue.
The book launch was followed by
a typically amusing and highly
informative presentation by Skeptical
magician, Steve Walker, who showed
an assortment of magic performances
from television programs around the
world, which he said were the closest
he could find to "real magic". These
included examples of physical and
mental gymnastics, such as one
performer who could remember every
member of the audience's name
without assistance, another who
appeared to make his fingers
disappear, and a gentleman who had
been tested by James Randi for his
ability to recognise classical music
from the groove patterns on LPs.
The next session covered the
occult,
with
clergyman
Simon
Goodman giving a definition of the
occult as "hidden knowledge ... a
number of systems of knowledge and
belief which can give purpose to
He
meaning and existence".
suggested that the occult could be
seen as the bridge between science
and belief, and that some areas of it,
such as "occult sciences" and the
supernatural, physical phenomena,
were testable, while the areas of
belief were not.
Ian Flett followed with an
examination of the revival in
popularity of occult areas. This made
an interesting complement to the
earlier speech by Frank Lewins. Mr
Flett read from his PhD thesis, and
suggested that the occult played a
functional role in society, much as
religion does and in many ways
replacing it. He said that the various
social
levels,
occupational
backgrounds, etc of each individual
would incline them toward a particular
occult belief. For instance, computer
programmers
were
particularly
prevalent in the human potential
movement (est, the Forum, etc) several computer programmers in the
audience were seen to squirm at this
point.
Ian Plimer made a return
appearance to discuss the supposed
healing powers of crystals, drawing
on his years of experience as a
mineralogist
and
professor
of
geology. His paper will be reprinted

in a future issue. In summary, and in
characteristic form, he was highly
scathing of claims that crystals could
be used to heal (or, at best and more
restrainedly, treat) various ailments,
suggesting that some claims, such as
treatment for cancer, were criminally
irresponsible rather than merely
misguided.
of
the
The
final
session
convention covered two specific
areas of belief - racism (delivered by
Colin Groves, reprinted this issue)
and quack cures (David Hagar,
reprinted in a future issue). Colin
Groves looked at the various theories
put forward over the years to justify
claims of racial superiority, while David
Hagar made the point that alchemists
of old, making claims for philosophers
stones and turning lead into gold, are
not that different from many present
day cures and claims, quoting
extensively from a listing of alternative
practitioners in Australia and their
specialities.
Finally,
Elizabeth
Dangerfield
presented her view of the dilemma
facing those who would encourage
critical thinking in secondary school
through science classes (paper also
reprinted this issue). Does education
turn out Skeptics or Sheep, she
asked,
and
does
it
inspire
independent, rational thought or
merely turn a large percentage of
students off, so that they prefer
instead that which has more "real
world" relevance?
Barry Williams closed with a thankyou to the hosts Canberra Skeptics
and the NSTC for a thoroughly
enjoyable and interesting meeting;
the two days had flown along in a rush
of papers, discussions, not to
mention souvenir hunting from the
wide variety of books, T-shirts, back
issues, badges, coasters, etc etc,
prepared largely by the Canberrans
(some of which are still available - see
item this issue).
The
1990
Sixth
Australian
Skeptics Convention will most likely
be held in Melbourne, although it was
agreed that it would not be held over
the Easter weekend as had previous
conventions. Details will be announced as soon as they come to hand.
-TM
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Launching of
"Skeptical"
Emeritus Professor
O.H.K. Spate
Professor Spate is one of the world's
leading geographers and was one of
the foundation academics at the
Australian
National
University,
Canberra.
This presentation was
made at the Fifth Australian Skeptics
Convention, Canberra, March 1989.

I am very pleased that I have been
asked to launch this little book - little
but well-packed with nutritious food
for thought. It might be described as
an anthology of such beliefs, ancient
and modern, as extra-terrestrial
aliens, pyramidiocies, water divining . I
wish it could have run literally from A
to Z to inciude the Zedetic Society of
Flat-Earthers, but in this space age
they have been superseded by more
sophisticated
pseudo-scientists,
more plausible and hence more
dangerous to rational thought.
As Colin Groves remarks of the
search for Noah's Ark, a little lunacy
now and then may be harmless in
itself, but what all our specimens have
in common is a resolute refusal to
face facts; as J.B.S. Haldane says in
Fact and Faith, it becomes a virtue to
accept statements without adequate
evidence, or even against the
evidence; and that way the road lies
open to quackery and worse , to
intolerance and eventually persecution of dissidence. Examples are
needless.
There is then matter for laughter in
this book, but at bottom its theme is
anything but a laughing matter. The
Rushdie affair has brought this rudely
home to us. In its great days, Islam
sometimes produced rulers whose
states set standards of tolerance far
beyond those of medieaval or early
modern Christianity. When we see
the
murderous
hysteria which
Rushdie has evoked, claiming to be
the authentic voice of Islam, it is
tempting to dismiss it as a fanaticism
which we deplore, but which does
not greatly concern our own culture.
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But we have our own fanatics, the
born-again and the fundamentalists.
Seeking the Ark is closely linked
to Creationists, which in this age is
not likely to call, like the Ayatollah, for
heretics to be murdered; but when
and where it can it kills rational and
independent thought; in other words
it murders minds.
Obviously, some of the finest men
and women in the world have been
inspired by their religious beliefs,
though it was probably in their
be
good
people
natures
to
regardless. I find much to admire in
the teachings, if often less in practice,
of those creeds with which I have had
personal contact: Christianity, Islam,
Hinduism, Buddhism, and I would add
Animism, some aspects of which
seem to me as sensible as some
doctrines of the self-styled "Higher
Religions" . It was exhilarating to
meet, as I did in my first job in the
University of Rangoon, a high culture
in which everything did not go back to
Plato and the Bible. Incidentally, the
university had representatives of
every creed from Anglicanism to
Zoroasterism, it was riddled with
personal and sectarian feuds and
intrigues, and the only man in the
place who approached Cardinal
Newman's ideal of the Christian
gentleman was named Ahmed
Cassim.
But there is a dark side : wars,
persecutions, a persistent resistance
to measures of social amelioration. It
is not so long since in England
decent honourable people seeking
divorce were forced into perjury or to
engage in totally fictitious adultery - it
was quite an industry in seaside
towns - and in any case were
debarred from exercising Christian
charity, for that was collusion .
Lucretius had a word for it: "tantum
religio potuit suadere malorum", to
such great evils religion leads. At the
very least we should be sceptical of
claims to monopoly rights in morality.
The enemy is fanaticism in
whatever camp it may be found,
professing whatever creed. To say
this does not mean slipping into a
bloodless neutralism and discounting
the emotional side of human nature;
it is perfectly consistent with

compassion and empathy extending
beyond our own species.
The
passion for a true understanding of
our world, perhaps even more an
understanding of our own nature, has
sustained many men and women
through long labours, frustrations,
We
poverty and persecution.
Skeptics are heirs to a great tradition;
in greater or lesser degree our
forebears have stood in the front rank
of the widening, the humanising, of
the human spirit. Lucretius, Pelagius
the first British author known by
name, Ockham, Erasmus, Montaigne,
Diderot, Voltaire , near our own day
Samuel Butler, Ibsen, Wells, Shaw,
Bertrand Russell - what a great rollcall
it is, and far from complete. I am
tempted to add Omar Khayyam.
We
are
children
of
the
Enlightenment, which is often written
off because that great movement of
thought and feeling did not forthwith
redeem the world. Peacock's Mr
Flosky in Nightmare Abbey, who is
Coleridge but might be Bill Mandie,
"had hailed the dawn of the French
Revolution as the promise of a day
that was to banish war and slavery,
and every form of vice and misery,
from the face of the earth. Because
all this was not done, he deduced
that nothing was done" and retreated
into reaction and obscurantism.
But I think we are entitled to return
the reproach back upon our critics.
The Enlightenment after all has had
little over 200 years in which to do its
work; the creeds say from 12 to 40
centuries, and where have they
brought us?
Christians killing
Christians in Belfast, Muslims killing
Muslims in Beirut ...
Let us return to our book. It is a
contribution , albeit modest in scale,
to the unending struggle against
obscurantism, a struggle vital to the
health of the world, in an age which
provides a fine germ culture for the
breeding of dangerous nonsense,
crudities and idiocies: think of the
witches and vampires and occult
phenomena of every sort which infest
the popular press and stalk the TV
screens. The articles in Skeptical are
concise and lively; they are firm
against demonstrable error and
shoddy thinking, but they are not
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dogmatic; our authors do not claim,
as pseudo-scientists do, to have all
the answers down to the last jot and
tittle. They would be poor Skeptics if
they did.
The book is also very entertaining:
Aromatherapy, the Bermuda Triangle,
lridology, Numerology, Velikovsky,
Von Daniken - they are all here, neatly
pegged out like insects for your
scrutiny.
Skeptical is excellent both as light
and as serious reading, and how
better could one recommend a book.

copies
of
Skeptlcal
are
available
from
the
canberra
Skeptlcs, PO Box 555, Civic
Square 2608, for $7.00 (Inc
handling charges).
It presents
the Skeptlcal view on a wide
range
of
paranormal
and
pseudosclentlflc
subjects:
UFOs,
auras,
aromatherapy,
astrology,
Atlantis,
the
Bermuda
Triangle,
channelling,
Creationism,
the
Curse
of
the
Pharaohs,
divination, dolphins, ESP, the
Mystic
East,
lrldology,
near
death experiences,
the
New
Age, Noah's Ark, numerology,
palmistry,
psychic
surgery,
psychokinesis, pyramids, reincarnation,
Scientology,
shamans
and
sorcerors,
the
Shroud of Turin, spontaneous
human
combustion,
Tarot
cards, unknown animals, Von
Danlken, water divining
and
Vellkovsky.
It makes an Ideal
presentation
to
those
who
want
to
know
what
the
Skeptlcs
think
of
various
subjects.
It
Is
especially
suitable.for school use.

News Brief:
An "unemployed clairvoyant" (is this
an indication of the value of her
clairvoyancy?) ran in the recent
Merthyr, Old, by-election claiming that
her powers had indicated she would
win. It is with surprise and regret that
we must report that she didn't win - in
fact, she failed to garner even one
percent of the total votes.

The Lamb and
the Lion's
Den
An important event which seems
largely to have gone unnoticed by
proponents
of
the
paranormal
occurred late last year at the 52nd
IBM (that's International Brotherhood
of Magicians - not the computer
company) British Ring Convention
held in Brighton, England.
David Berglas, a well-known British
magician and long term critic of
magicians masquerading as psychics,
was scheduled to introduce a
"surprise celebrity". This session of
the convention clashed with another
on children's magic, a major source of
income for British magicians and
therefore limiting the numbers at
Berglas' session. Had they known
who the "celebrity" would be, the
numbers might have been swelled
considerably.
In fact, the celebrity was a casually
dressed, multi-millionaire who, as the
weekly magical journal Goodliffe's
Abracadabra reported, "had captured
the world headlines for so many years
and raised the blood pressure of
more magicians than anyone else in
history"
who
"talked
of
his
beginnings, triumphs,
occasional
disappointments
and
general
success". And the celebrity? None
other than Uri Geller.
David
Berglas
had
been
particularly vituperative towards Geller
for some time, but unbeknownst to
most of his magical colleagues ,
Berglas had apparently been in
regular contact and in fact been close
friends with the infamous spoonbender.
Geller's short appearance in what
should have been a lion's den was
greeted with an ovation as he
admitted "to being pleased to have at
last been accepted by many
magIcIans
as
'one
of
them',
something he would never admit to
during his long career".
So there we have it - Uri Geller was
a magician all along, 'one of them'.
"Geller came cap in hand .. . he left a

hero".
And
so
all
the
parapsychological
experimentation
and theoretical pontification inspired
by Geller's successful bending of
spoons and minds were in fact
inspired
by
a
self-confessed
magician. Geller pulled the ultimate
rabbit out of the ultimate hat, and has
now retired to virtual squiredom in the
English countryside, smug with the
knowledge that he fooled them all.
Well, almost all ...
-TM

Bargain priced
convention items
The Canberra Skeptlcs stlll
have available a number of
highly-prized souvenirs from
the Fifth Skeptlcs convention
for the discerning
cognoscenti.
These Include:
Skeptlcs pens*: $1.00
Skeptlcs notebooks: $2.50
Drink coasters*: $7.50 a pair
Conference posters: $1.00
* featuring the Skeptlcal Koala
motif

+ $1.50 postage & handling
charge per order
Send order to:
canberra Skeptlcs
PO Box 555
Civic Square ACT 2608
These Items are a must for the
proudly Skeptlcal among you
and wlll definitely be
collector's Items within the
next mlllenlum.
(And apologies to those who
paid a slightly higher price at
the convention - all In a good
cause and at least you can
proudly say you got yours
first!)
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Conference
Keynote
Address:
Ian Warden
Well-known (dare we say, infamous)
Canberra Times correspondent Ian
Warden opened the Fifth Australian
Skeptics Convention with a personal
depiction of the birth of a sceptic, and
its impact on the way he views life, the
universe and politicians.

When I was asked to open your
conference, the Skeptic who invited
me thought that I might like todwell, in
my speech, on the origins of my own
scepticism. I went away and gave
those origins a little thought.
I wish that I could report that my
first sceptical thoughts concerned
matters of great profundity, but a
rigorous devotion to the truth, a
devotion which characterises all
members of my calling (long and
sustained laughter), obliges me to
report that my first sceptical instincts
were stirred by Gene Autry, the
Singing Cowboy.

The Star ...
For those of you who are too
young to remember him, Autry was a
star of cowboy movies in which he
was a goodie, distinguished from
other wrong-righting cowpokes by
the fact that he sang, as, righting
wrongs, he traipsed across the wild
west . He had a dreadful voice and
sang dreadful songs which, while
they would have been bad enough in
their own right, were made worse by
being yodel-enriched.
Autry movies dominated the
Saturday afternoon picture shows
when I was a pre-pubescent youth in
Norfolk in England and as Autry went,
singing, about his business of freeing
towns full of law-abiding folks from the
corrupt gun-stingers who had taken
over the towns, and as I looked about
the cinema at the faces of my
enraptured peers, I would be moved
to think, sceptically, that in real life it
would not have been at all obvious
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that the folks would have preferred
being sung at by Autry to being
bullied and terrorised by the tyrants.
We seldom saw clear night skies in
overcast, stormy Norfolk, but there
was one memorable July night when I
was in my late teens. I had hitchhiked back to bucolic, other-worldly
Norfolk after a sordid assignation in
Sheffield and my rides petered-out as
soon as I left the major trunk routes
and turned off into North Norfolk,
largely because Norfolk was off the
beaten track, but also because
Norfolk people themselves were slow
to adapt to and buy new-tangled
horseless carriages.
As a balmy evening gave way to a
balmy night and, still 40 miles from my
destination of Crabtorture Bay, I
resigned myself to a night under the
stars and went to sleep in a cemetary
of an ancient church among lichenembossed headstones which carried
carvings of skulls and crossbones
and cheerful messages such as:
Amos Greygoose (1623-1689)
"As I am now so you will be
Prepare yourseH to follow me."
My choice of a place to sleep
indicated, I suppose, a sceptical
attitude to ectoplasmic ebulitions and
I went to sleep quite readily only to be
woken up, at about 2am, by two
pugnacious hares boxing beside me
in the moonlight.

The Stars ...
I spent the next four hours before
the onset of daylight having my first
long look at a clear night sky, a
firmament of several billion stars, and
noticing, shuddering, how indifferent
the stars were to my existence and
thinking how vain it was of my aunt, an
earnest Scorpio, to imagine that the
stars had the slighest thing to do with
determining the personalities and the
destinies of earthlings. They were
plainly going about their own
business.
Since then, as a mad bushwalker
who is often outdoors a long way from
city lights and able to ogle the stars in
Australia's pellucid skies, I have
suffered that sensation again and
again. Ogling Halley's Comet and the
general firmament with my primitive
binoculars, I was of course able to see

zillions of members of the firmament
not dreamt-of in the philosophies of
those who, circa the second century
AD, concocted the forerunner of
modern astrology with what little they
could see, and on the premise that
the earth was the centre of the
universe.
For centuries smug
astrologers concocted what they
were sure were accurate horoscopes,
but did so without taking into account
the ifluences of Uranus, Neptune and
Pluto because they could not see
them and hence did not know that
they existed.
More about astrology in a
moment, with reference to the eerie
similarity between my personality and
career, and the personality and career
of my fellow Sagittarian the Prime
Minister, but meanwhile I would like to
say how timely this conference is,
coming as it does while the votes cast
in the last ACT elections are still being
counted.

Conspiracies...
Those elections bristled with
interest, but sceptics will be
particularly interested in the fact that
at least four of the parties involved in
the elections have subscribed, at
some stage of the campaign or its
aftermath, to conspiracy theories
because
experience
an1
enlightened instinct tends to suggest
that
the
more
mundane the
explanation for something, the more
likely it is to be the correct one.
In the early stages of the
campaign, one of the heroes of the
anti sett-government campaign tried
to persuade another anti selfgovernment bloc to join forces with
his, arguing that the Labor Government's very inclination to bestow selfgovernment upon the ACT was a part
of a Soviet communist plot to take
over Christendom and the Western
world.
But to be fair to 'U,is
gentleman, a man who the peopt? of
Canberra, the most sophisticated
electors in the world, have in their
wisdom
elected
to
the
new
legislature, he has some sceptical
qualities. He has been known to
distribute literature insisting that the
Holocaust was a Jewish hoax, and so
in a sense he is one of us. A sceptic.
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I have seen some of the literature
alleging that the Holocaust was a
hoax and it is intellectually stimulating
in the extreme, arguing, for example,
that not only were there no gas
chambers at Auschwitz, but that the
"inmates" had an "inmates brothel"
and an "inmates swimming pool".
Two other parties perceived
elaborate conspiracies designed to
deny them what they would have
regarded as ample media coverage,
with one of them convinced that The
Canberra Times had taken an
$80,000 bribe from the big parties to
ignore the small ones, and with a
spokesperson for the other party
telling me, earnestly, that the
conspiracy against her party went
"even higher" than the press barons
whose organs, she thought, were
showing a suspicious reluctance to
report her party's every utterance.
And then the president of the ACT
Australian Democrats explained the
chaos within her party and its
wretched
performance
in
the
elections (a kind of near-death
as the
result of
experience)
"infiltration" of the party "because we
became a significant threat to both
the major parties and the interests
who control them, the barons of the
press, industry and organised crime".
Conspiracy theories always flatter
the importance of those who imagine
they are being conspired against, but
if it consoles the ACT Democrats (a
nest of vipers) to imagine that they
needed any outside help to destroy
themselves, then perhaps it does no
harm.

... and more Stars
Some weeks ago, after I had
written a few sceptical paragraphs
about astrology, a well-meaning
reader
from
credulist-infested
O'Connor wrote to my editor to point
out that it was one of the proofs of the
soundness of astrology that Sir
Robert Menzies, Bob Hawke and this
columnist were all Sagitarians and
shared an uncanny similarity.
Of course, it is one of the
attractions of astrology for the
common people that a system that
12
divides humanity up into
categories must bracket some

common people with some great
ones. This makes astrology very
seductive and I will own-up to the fact
that I think I can discern some
similarities between myself and Sir
Robert .
There are some eerie
similarities - once one puts aside such
trifling differences as the fact that he
loved England and the English to
distraction and even encouraged
them to test their atom bombs in this
dispensable dominion, while I disliked
England and the English so much
that I emigrated to get away from
them, and the fact that he drooled,
indiscriminately, over the English
Royal family while I think that they are
mediocre parasites.
Yes, I can see that Sir Robert and I
have a great deal in common but,
tempting as it is to compare myself to
our magnificent Prime Minister, I am
afraid that a rigorous comparison of
our two personalities dashes all
hopes I might have had of comparing
myself with him. It is with sadness that
I examine some of the many ways in
which Mr Hawke is different from and
utterly superior to me.
He has a statesmanlike desire to
govern people and an admirable
appetite for involvement in the affairs
of the world whereas I, in my selfish
introversion, have never even been a
member of a political party and indeed
have never been a member of any
committee of any organisation and
have never sought to serve a party, a
society or the world. The several
parties who tried to recruit me as a
candidate for the late elections were
told, truthfully, that I did not think I had
the talent or the energy to serve
My dull receptors do not
them.
detect any of the pheromones
emitted by power and fame and the
prospect of them, but Mr Hawke's
career shows that his superior
receptors seem always to have
detected them.
Again, Mr Hawke has by his own
admission an amazing rapport with all
of his fellow Australians while I could
only claim to have rapport with five of
them.
Then there
is the
ample
evidence, in his litigiousness, that Mr
Hawke is a deeply sensitive person. If
he had not chosen to be a politician

then his obvious capacity to feel
deep, wounded personal anguish
would have equipped him to be the
author of several slim volumes of
agonised verse. For my part in my
crass insensitivity, I cannot think of
anything that anyone could write,
publish or broadcast about me that
would so pain my calloused and
punch-drunk ego that I would want to
take them to court.
And in very recent times I
discover, alas, that in spite of being
fellow Sagittarians we are even more
different than I had dreamed. I wish it
was true that Sagittarians were so
alike that I was able to boast of an
adultery-enriched sex life like Mr
Hawke's, but the miserable truth is
that this dull and sexually diffident
Sagittarian
has
been
almost
oppressively faithful to his wife.
Dr
Helen
Caldicott,
the
paediatrician and anti-war activist tells
the story (indeed she told it to a
packed press club at a luncheon
there) that while Mr Hawke was still
bwana of the ACTU and a heavyin
international
labor
weight
organisations and hence a man in a
position to help make the world a
more nuclear-free place, she went to
see him to ask him what he could do
for his planet, only to find that, on the
day, he was more interested in what
he could do for and to Dr Caldicott.
It is a measure of how different
Sagittarians can be, and an indication
of some of the questions that
astrologers have to answer, that
when I found myself alone with Dr
Caldicott such a thing did not occur to
me.

Changing your address?
(or even your keynote
address?)
Make sure you let us
know so that you will
continue to receive
"The Skeptic"
Send the new details to
Australian Skeptics
PO Box E324
St James 2000
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An Experiment with Creationist "Science"

Creationist Credibility Crisis
IAN PLIMER

Creation "science" claims that the Earth is
thousands of years old (in contrast to the
measured age of 4600 million years), that
fossils and sedimentary rocks formed in a Great
Flood (thereby negating all life sciences, all
earth sciences and all physical sciences) and
that catastrophes (eg Great Flood, volcanic
eruptions)
demonstrate
that
geological
processes are far faster than calculated by
scientists.
Creationists claim that there are two world
views on the origin of life, that the balance of
scientific evidence weighs in favour of a special
creation, that eminent scientists support their
thesis, that the Bible and the science therein is
a literal view of creation, and that their dogma
should be taught on an equal time basis with
evolution to every school science child.
Even
more
surprisingly,
creationist
leaders (who represent the political arm of
fundamentalism) actually claim to be Christians.
Skeptics, scientists, the US Courts and
educationists
have
demonstrated
that
creationism is fundamentalist dogma dressed
up as science and is an attempt by
fundamentalist sects to have guaranteed
access to every school child. The experiment
described herein is a very simple test of the
credibility, the scientific strengths and honesty
of the creation "scientists" who are directors of
the Creation Science Foundation.
Hypothesis

Creation "scientists" distort, misquote and
lie about the existing body of scientific fact,
communicate by half truths and innuendo,
fabricate data, create "scientific facts" ex nihilo,
undertake no new research, fit their "facts" to
preordained dogma and do not critically
examine their own ideas.

Experiment

Provide Australian creation "scientists"
with a common rock specimen and wait for the
published "science" to appear. The specimen
provided was a piece of diamond drill core of
tuff from the Permian Newcastle Coal
Measures.
My specimen was sent to Carl
Wieland of the Creation Science Foundation on
July 23, 1988, by John Holland, geologist and
close personal friend, currently a school
science master. John Holland provided the
perfect front as he teaches in a church school
and was once an unwilling recipient of a gift
subscription to Creation Ex Nihilo.
My specimen showed a papery aggregate
of a fibrous clay mineral (palygorskite) within
the tuft. I have the other half of the specimen, I
wrote the covering letter and I took photographs
sent under separate cover to the CSF.
Tuff is solidified volcanic ash and paper is
a relatively modern invention. The Permian tuft
in the Newcastle Coal Measures has been
dated by various radiometric dating techniques
at 250 million years old, a figure in accord with ,
the ages of the marine and terrestrial fossils
from the host sequence.
If tuff actually
contained genuine fossilised paper, it could be
argued that the age of the host volcanic ash
was wrong (ie all earth and physical sciences
are wrong) and that great catastrophes have
accelerated geological processes.
The fibrous clay mineral palygorskite
could be identified using a magnifiying glass, a
hand lens or a microscope. All this state-of-theart sophisticated scientific hardware surely must
be available to the "scientists" pushing back the
frontiers of knowledge in the Creation Science
Foundation, especially as the CSF claims (in
their Memorandum and Articles of Association)
to be a research and educational organisation.
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Alternatively, the CSF could use a simple,
cheap, rapid, standard identification procedure
(X-ray diffraction) on 20 milligrams of the
specimen to provide a positive identification.

Results
A two page letter dated August 19, 1988,
was received by John Holland from Andrew
Snelling who replied on behalf of Wieland and
described himself as "the geologist on staff".
Andrew writes ad nauseam about fossilised
paper, a very significant discovery, and "... what
appears to certainly be a piece of thick paper or
cardboard imbedded in this rock." Page 3 in
Creation
Science
Prayer
News
of
October/November 1988 (which has a larger
readership than The Skeptic) in a segment
entitled Research News, under the subheading
"Getting it Right", states:
"Ongoing creationist research is vital, but is even more vital
for the cause of Christ to ensure that it is as accurate and
complete as possible."

A later section in Research News under
the subheading "Paper in Rock" uses one of my
photographs of the specimen and refers to
paper sandwiched between rock layers and
states:
"This wouldn't matter much, except the rock is supposed
to be more than 200 million years old. Consequently the
evolutionary geologists can't allow it to be paper because
man supposedly wasn't around then. They conveniently
ignore it as an oddity."

The Research News concludes:
"Please remember to pray for, and support, our research
efforts. Pray that Dr Andrew Snelling and others will have
enough time in their busy schedules to do the research
and writing so vital to CSF's ongoing ministry, and for the
wisdom and insights needed to 'get it right'."
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"got it right", or the post-1788 population of
eastern Australia didn't notice or record that
they were inundated by 1O metres of hot
volcanic ash.
c) Previous publications in the CSF's
literature report "fossilised iron bolts" in the
Newcastle Coal Measures which were used to
demonstrate "proof" of the Great Flood. As iron
was brought to eastern Australia post-1788 and
solid fossiliferous rocks were first recorded from
the Newcastle Coal Measures in 1791, the
Great Flood must have occurred between 1788
and 1791 . It appears that the residents of
eastern Australia did not notice that they were
covered by 5km of sediment sometime between
1788 and 1791 .
d) Inundation simultaneously by an
extensive mass of hot ash and 5km of sediment
are mutually exclusive.
e) Skeptics should check the CSF's
"scientific" fabrications in the same way they
check psychic predictions, numerologists,
astrologers and other charlatans of similar ilk.
f) My prayers were answered and not
those of the readers of Creation Science Prayer
News.

Conclusions
My case rests.
Creation "scientists"
distort, misquote and lie about the existing body
of scientific fact, communicate by half truths and
innuendo, fabricate data, create "scientific facts"
Ex Nihilo, undertake no new research, fit their
"facts" to preordained dogma and do not
critically examine their own ideas.
It is suggested that the coffers of the
Australian Skeptics be plundered and a
magnifiying
glass
be
purchased
for
presentation (with due pomp and ceremony) to
Andrew Snelling.

Discussion
Ian Plimer is head of department and the Professor
The "science" performed by the "eminent . of Geology at the University of Newcastle, and a
This article was
esteemed" creationist Snelling did not consider "committed creationist crusher".
presented as a paper at the Fifth Australian Skeptics
that:
Convention, Canberra, March 1989.
a) Paper would burn in hot volcanic ash.
b) Either the pre-1788 indigenous
Australian population had paper and kept this
fact cleverly disguised until the great Andrew
Snelling undertook his "rigorous research" and
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From Myth to Mass Murder The Paranormal Face of Racism
COLIN GROVES & BOREK PUZA
The founders of western civilisation had very
decided views about race. The Greeks referred
to their neighbours dismissively as "barbarians",
because their languages sounded to them just
a featureless jabber - bar, bar.
Hippocrates ascribed mental as well as
physical characters to the different quasi-racial
groups he knew of.
Roman society was
stratified: Roman citizens were inherently better
than anyone else, though an outstanding
individual from a conquered nation might
achieve citizenship. Agricola wrote what poor
slaves the British made, because they were
savage and unteachable. Tacitus, on the other
hand, heartily approved of the Germans - tall,
blond, courageous, frugal, freedom-loving, they
were the very antithesis of everything he hated
about the Roman imperial system.
We cannot tell for sure whether classical
authors had anything approaching modern
hereditary concepts in mind when they
attributed mental - even spiritual - qualities
alongside physical ones to their own and other
nations. What is evident, however, is that their
version of national characteristics was revived
in Europe from the 17th century on (when
Tacitus' essay Germania was published in a
modern European language for the first of many
times). As early as about 1700, Count Henri de
Boulainvilliers was contrasting the freedomloving Germanic/Frankish strain in France with
the imperial Romanic (Gallic) strain.
This way of thinking embellished under
the heading of Race, flowered amid the
fashionable "Celticism" of the Romantic
movement, was bolstered by the slave trade,
was given pseudoscientific trappings, and has
survived to the present day.
En route, the race concept adorned itself
with genetic concepts (which were used, not in
any scientific manner, but as a stick with which

to warn off potential dissHnters), entered into a
mutual
back-scratching
relationship
with
nascent European imperialism, and at closespaced intervals was liable to take wing and
sail off into the paranormal. At very few points
in its career has the race concept had much to
do with genuine science; while the paranormal
notions with which it is inextricably infused have
simply not hit the public consciousness.

Aryans
In the late 18th century, William Jones and
the
Brothers
Grimm
discovered
the
interrelationship among nearly all the European
languages (Romance, Germanic, Celtic, Slavic,
Greek) and that these links extended via
Persian to the languages of northern India.
The reconstructed basic form of these lndoEuropean
languages
closely
resembled
Sanskrit, the ancient language of the sacred
Hindu texts, in which was recounted how
civilisation - including Hinduism, the caste
system, Sanskrit itself - had been brought to
India some 4000 years ago by conquerors, the
Aryans (meaning "noble ones").
And so the Aryan myth was born; and, in
the intellectual climate of the Romantic
Movement with its confusion of race, language
and culture, the culture-bearing Aryans were
made responsible for bringing the light to
Europe, too.
All one had to do was to find out who had
inherited the preponderance of Aryan "blood",
and here was your master race - for blood and
soul were surely linked in that mystical entity,
Race.
It was a French diplomat, "Count" Arthur
de Gobineau (1816-1882), who crystallised
these vague race feelings in his book,
published in two parts between 1853 and 1855,
Essai sur l'lnegalite des Races Humaines
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(Essay on the Inequality of Human Races).
Although Gobineau complained that he was
ignored, neglected, misunderstood, it is clear
that even within his lifetime his views had
enormous influence; after his death his view of
race became virtually standard throughout
continental western Europe - a Gobineau
Society was founded in 1984, and his Essai
became, only slightly modified, a school reader
in Germany under the Third Reich.
Gobineau distinguished three
major
races, or species as he continually called them:
White, Yellow and Black.
Were they all
descended from Adam? This problem had, in
fact, been much discussed in the preceding half
century. While agreeing that the fertility of
hybrids between them could not be ignored,
Gobineau let it be inferred where his
sympathies lay: "There is nothing to show that,
in the view of the first compilers of the Adamite
genealogies, those outside the white race were
counted as part of the species at all". The Black
race has an "animal character, that appears in
the shape of the pelvis", a crude yet powerful
energy, dull mental faculties, but an intensity of
desire.
The Yellow race has little physical
energy and feeble desires; it is characterised
by mediocrity and respect for order, and makes
an ideal docile middle class, though it cannot of
itself create a civilised society; it "does not
dream or theorise".
The Whites- show an
energetic intelligence, perseverance, instinct for
order, love of liberty; they are sparing of life
("when they are cruel, they are conscious of
their cruelty; it is very doubtful whether such a
consciousness exists in the Negro"); they have
a strong sense of humour.
To create a civilisation, a little blood
mixing must occur. "The civilising influence of
those chosen peoples (the whites) were
continually forcing them to mix their blood with
that of others", but as the blood mixture
increases, a state of racial anarchy is produced,
leading to degeneration, the decline of the
civilisation, and even a progressive reduction in
its population!
The most outstanding of the white
subraces is of course the Aryan. (There are
others, but they have mixed their blood too far,
or have other drawbacks: thus the Hamites are
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negritised, while the Semites are hamiticised;
the Slavs merely became too early detached
from the Aryan stock.) The Aryan was, in
pristine form, the most beautiful of all races: "the
nobility of his character, the vigour and the
majesty of his slender form, his muscular force,
are attested for us by evidences which, for
being subsequent to the epoch when the race
was a unit, are none the less irresistable". Their
skin tone was white and "rosee"; among the
colours of the hair and beard, blond
predominated. Their basic type, though now
mixed, can be seen in the Kashmiris and most
of the northern Brahmins, in sculptures of Apollo
and in the Venus de Milo.
For Gobineau, there had been ten, and
only ten, civilisations in the history of the world:
the Indian, Egyptian, Assyrian, Greek, Chinese,
Italian and Germanic in the Old World, and in ·
the Americas the Alleghanian, Mexican and
Peruvian.
All but one of these had been
created by Aryans. Which one? Aha - it was
not what you thought: it was the Assyrian. But
the Assyrian civilisation (incorporating the Jews
and Phoenicians) was a poor sort of thing until
the Iranians took it in hand and revived it - and
the Iranians, of course, were Aryans.
The average untutored lay person may
well be harbouring some misgivings about the
Chinese and the three American civilisations
being due to Aryans.
Well, the ManarvaDharma-Sastra recounts how Maha-Tsin ("the
great country of China") was conquered and
civilised by tribes of Kshatriyas, the Hindu
warrior castes, and "Nothing invalidates,
to
everything
supports
this"
according
Gobineau, which if course settles the matter.
As for the three American civilisations,
"their strong nationalism, their clear awareness
of a complex goal ... leads us to believe in the
local intervention of a more energetic element,
nobler than among yellows or blacks. Only the
white species can supply this. There is thus a
priori reason to suspect that infiltrations of this
pre-excellent essence somewhat invigorated
these American groups".
Having proved that there must be
something else, Gobineau now feels himself
free to speculate on the effects of the Viking
voyages and the legendary trans-Atlantic
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voyage of St Brendan.
Gobineau was very proud of what he
considered his dispassionate, logical approach.
"The preceding argument has established the
following facts ... " he writes at one point.
Entirely lost on him, and his legions of followers,
was that his entire edifice was based on a
hypothesis - the existence of Aryans, and their
superiority - which he awarded the status of
Fact, and set out to bolster, however
subconsciously, by distortions of history and
recitation of fallacious if commonly held
prejudices.
The advent of Darwinism in 1859 did
enable some theorists to claim that certain
races are less removed from the ape than
others, but because it asserted the unity of the
human species, Gobineau was opposed to it. In
the Foreword to the second edition of his Essai
(1882), he says that he will resist the temptation
to be polemical, and so refrain from attacking
Darwinism, but he is certain that fantasies about
Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages "will die a natural
death".

Wagner
One strand of modern Racism was
missing from Gobineau: anti-semitism.
This
was supplied from an unexpected sourse, the
composer Richard Wagner (1813-1883).
Apart from his musical works, Wagner
produced a constant stream of writings, political
and artistic essays, letters, biographies and an
autobiography. Anti-semitism was a consistent
theme in all of them, reaching a peak in his
notorious
book
(orignally
published
anonymously), Jewry in Music.
It is surprising, after all this, to find antisemitism so muted in his operas, but it is there
none the less. In The Ring of the Niebelungs
the evil dwarf, Alberich, is written, to Wagner's
explicit instructions, to be played as a Jew - the
performer was to sing and gesticulate in a
"typically Jewish" manner.
Yet, it is fair to say that Wagner's public
bombast in this respect did not extend to his
personal life. He had close friends who were
Jews (notably the conductor Levi, who
conducted the first performance od Parsifal;
Wagner urged him in vain to get baptised). He
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refused to sign Bernhard Forster's violently antisemitic petition of 1880 to the Reichstag. When
Wagner heard that a young Jewish music
student had been so dismayed at reading Jewry
in Music that he had committed suicide, he
wrote a moving letter of apology and
consolation to the young man's father.
But his public stance was one of
uncompromising anti-semitism, and coming
from such a popular figure, of "German
renewal", this was what had the effect. When
Wagner finally met his hero Gobineau in the
late 1870s, the world knew about it, and
Wagnerian views on the Jews became
thenceforth inextricably part of European
racism.
The half century between Gobineau's
death and the Second World War produced
some noteworthy lunatic writings on race.
"What makes an individual act," wrote Vacher
de Lapouge in 1899, "is the legion of his
ancestors buried in the earth". "The soul of the
race," according to Gustave LeBon (1912), "is
the strongest braking-power upon social
upheaval". Otto Ammon declared (1898) that
the long skulled Nordics, the true Aryans,
"represent the bearers of higher spiritual life, the
occupants of dominant postions to which they
are destined by nature, the innate defenders of
the fatherland and the social order." Hans
Gunther, the Nazi race ideologue, distinguished
the six races of Germany by their physiques,
their personality traits, and their spiritual
characters: "Fairness and trustworthiness are
peculiar Nordic virtues: Alpines are petty
criminals, small-time swindlers, sneak-thieves
and sexual perverts, whereas Nordics are
capable of the nobler crimes".

Hitler
Gunther, one suspects, tok his cue from
Hitler; and, turning to the pages of Mein Kampf,
we realise with a shock how much Hitler's race
ideas owed to Gobineau - but filtered through
Wagnerian anti-semitism.
Hitler was introduced to Wagner's music,
and through it to his thoughts, at the age of 12
when he saw Lohengrin, in which the 10th
century King Henry the Fowler of Germany is
recruiting in Brabant to defend the Reich
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against the barbarous eastern hordes. The
libretto describes atrocities committed by the
eastern invaders against the Germans,
culminating in blood-curdling choruses which
include "Sieg! Sieg! Sieg! Heil! Heil! Heil!"
(often cut from modern productions), and at the
end the hero prophesies that the eastern
hordes will never be victorious against
Little wonder that Hitler later
Germany.
declared, "Whoever wants to understand
must know
National Socialist Germany
Wagner''.
For Hitler, racial crossing is to "sin against
of the eternal creator"; "All of human
will
the
culture, all the results of art, science, technology
that we see before us today, are almost
exclusively the product of the Aryan"; "All great
cultures of the past perished only becuase the
originally creative race died out from bloodpoisoning"; "All who are not of good race in this
world are chaff''.
culture-bearing,
the
to
Contrasted
community-minded, born-to-rule Aryan was the
self-centred, conniving, cultureless Jew: the
Jews are deceitful (their "first and greatest lie [is]
that the Jews are not a race but a religion"),
always planning to disrupt the noble destiny of
the Aryans, by implanting Bolshevism and, in
particular, scheming to destroy the superior
races' purity of blood. When French troops
occupied the Rhineland in 1923, some of their
troops were Senegalese : "It was and it is the
Jews", wrote Hitler, "who bring the Negroes into
the Rhineland, always with the same secret
thought and clear aim of ruining the hated white
resulting
necessarily
the
by
race
bastardisation".
Let us remind ourselves at this point how
far the Aryans had come since their invention.
They started off as a linguistic group, speakers
They then
of Inda-European languages.
conquered India and wrote the Vedas; we have
Next they
their own word for that much.
conquer Europe and, under Gobineau, they
founded civilisations all over the world (mixing
Gobineau
their blood in the process).
in more
as
well
as
described them physically,
esoteric ways, but there was still a lot of difficulty
recognising them, or rather their purest
descendants.

Nobody, in the meantime, had ever
bothered to provide scientific demonstration that
they had ever really existed - in a word, that
human populations had at any time been more
physically homogenous than they are today.
Houston Stewart Chamberlain, Wagner's son-inlaw, though clear in his own mind that the
Aryans were in effect the Germans, admitted
that they could not actually be defined:
"Subjective appreciation teaches more than can
be learnt in a congress of anthropology", he
wrote in his 1899 opus, The Foundations of the
Nineteenth Century. They were really anyone
whose soul was right - "The noble visage of
Dante is indisputable proof of his Teutonic
origin".

Other countries
We should not kid ourselves that
paranormal racism was a peculiarly German
phenomenon. At least up to the First World
War, French writers were notably wrapped up in
such notions, especially in trying to prove
themselves racially distinct from the Germans;
usually this took the form of trying to prove that
the Celts, or Romans, or wohever particular
authors conceived themselves to be, were
actually purer Aryans than the Germans. Noone seemed to question that, in Adolphe
Pictet's words of 1859, the Aryans are "a race
destined by Providence some day to dominate
the entire globe". During the Great War, French
writers would busily construct links between the
Germans and Orientals, even the Mongols, so
that the war became in some eyes a struggle to
stem the onslaught of the Yellow Peril.
Which, of course, brings us to Australia,
where around the turn of the century the purple
press was much concerned with the yellow
peril, as recorded by Neville Hicks in his book
This Sin and Scandal (1978). An Australian
novel of 1909 ends: "For Australia is the
precious front buckle in the white girdle of
power and progress encircling the globe".
In successive issues in January 1896, The
Bulletin warned about the racial dangers from
the Chinaman was objectionable
the north;
because of his menial nature, "bred in the bone
of him for thousands of grimy years"; the
Japanese because he was an "apt and
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ingenious workman ... as progressive as the
Australian and possibly more energetic".
The Sydney Daily Telegraph in 1911
printed an. article by no less a personality than
Theodore Roosevelt, who warned that the
Western World in general, and Australia in
particular, was following France in "that decline
of birth-rate which inevitably signalizes race
decay and which, if unchecked, means racial
death". Pure Gobineau.
Roosevelt was a man of his times and his
place; in the United States, as Stephen Jay
Gould has recounted in his book The
Mismeasure of Man, the early twentieth century
was a period when every effort was made to
keep "inferior" races from joining the white
American gene-pool. The Ku Klux Klan was
claiming that "Nordic Protestants" were the
noblest, fittest race, and that white supremacy
was necessary for civilisation.
Interestingly, the image promoted in many
Klan publications is of the dumb and docile
Negro, whose natural instincts are to keep his
place and not cause trouble, being led astray
and stirred up by the scheming Bolshevist Jew.
While the Klan itself has now become an
underground organisation, cleaned-up versions
of its pseudoscientific utterances can still be
found in respectable circles. Thus in 1972,
William Shockley, the inventor of the transistor,
wrote "Nature has color-coded groups of
individuals
so
that
statistically
reliable
predictions of their adaptability to intellectually
rewarding and effective lives can easily be
made and profitably used by the pragmatic man
in the street".
Meanwhile, in Australia, the Asian
Immigration debate carries on.
Scratch its
surface, and you will find the yellow peril and
white supremacy, unchanged in three-quarters
of a century; and not far below the surface
again lies the International Jewish Conspiracy,
as in the Ku Klux Klan's utterances. In the
recent Western Australian election, we even
had an Independent candidate, Jack van
Tongeren, standing in opposition to the
"Asianisation of Australia and the Zionist control
of Australia".
South Africa bashing seems almost too
facile in the present context, but let us recall that
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the
National
Party,
which
has
been
continuously in power in that country for forty
years, was founded in the 1930s using the
German National Socir1list Party as a model,
even to the "manifest destiny" ideology of the
rulers (in this case, the Afr,kaaners).
Zimbabwe

Immediately to the north of South Africa
lies Zimbabwe, which under the name of
Rhodesia was until some ten years ago the only
other white-supremacist country in Africa. The
nation's former name commemorated Cecil
Rhodes, Empire-builder;
its present name
derives from some monumental stone ruins,
Great Zimbabwe, in the country of its largest
tribe, the Mashona.
The largest of these
monuments, called the Elliptical Building
(formerly the "Temple Ruin"), has an outer wall
some 250 metres in circumference, 1O metres
high and, in places, five metres thick, of regular
coursed rectangular stonework, decorated with
chevron and herringbone patterns. There are
drains,doorways with wooden lintels, curved
steps, and a high conical tower, but no roofs.
In modern times they were made known to
the outside world by a German explorer, Carl
Mauch, in 1871, who had been told of "the ruins
of Ophir'' (the ancient land to which Solomon
and Hiram King of Tyre had sent expeditions)
by a missionary in the Transvaal, and by a
German trader of "large ruins which could never
have been built by blacks".
Mauch was
convi need that he had discovered the realm of
the Queen of Sheba (despite meeting an old
African who gave detailed descriptions of
ceremonies conducted in Great Zimbabwe by
his father).
Cecil Rhodes was inspired by the idea of
Great Zimbabwe as Ophir or Sheba, and in turn
inspired the foundation in 1895 of Rhodesia
Ancient Ruins Ltd, which, under the cloak of
archaeology
fostered
much
shameful
plundering of the gold and artworks found in the
ruins. The so-called excavators ascribed the
buildings to Sabaeans or Phoenicians; it was
even suggested to be a kind of blueprint for
Solomon's temple in Jerusalem.
One
continued page 19
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History of Pseudoscience 4004 BC, dusk on Saturday, October 22: Creation of
Heaven and Earth.
4004 BC, 9am on Monday, October 24: Creation of
Man.
2630 BC: lmhotep, minister, advisor, physician,
architect and astronomer to Djoser, Pharaoh
of Egypt, builds the Step Pyramid, the first of
Egypt's great pyramids.
2349 BC, Friday, November 28: A comet "under the
conduct of Divine Providence", visits the earth
as punishment for a wicked world. It is water
from this comet that produced rain for forty
days and nights, and Noah's flood, and other
effects, according to William Whiston, British
clergyman and mathematician, in 1696.
1470 BC: Atlantis (in the form of the Aegean island
of Thira) sinks beneath the seas following a
massive volcanic eruption.
350 BC: Plato writes the dialogues Timaios and
Kritias in which the island state of Atlantis is
described as existing 11,500 years ear1ier.
100 GE: The vernal equinox processes into the
constellation of Pisces; the dawn of the Age
of Pisces. (The dawn of the Age of Aquarius
will be about 2150.)
120 (about): Claudius Ptolemy writes Tetrabiblos,
the bible of astrology.
256: Huang Fu Mi writes An Introduction to
Acupuncture, a practical textbook.
565 (about): Adamnan writes The Life of St
Columba, including an ambiguous encounter
of the Saint with an animal on Loch (or the
River) Ness; later to be incorporated into the
Loch Ness "monster" saga.
1299: Marco Polo (and Rustichiello of Pisa) writes
The Travels, which includes a description of
the manufacture of false pygmies using small
monkeys.
1357 (about): A holy relic advertised as the "true
Burial Sheet of Christ" is exhibited by the
canons of Urey, a small town in the diocese of
Troyes, southeast of Paris. (Scientific tests in
1988 are to indicate that the "Shroud of
Turin", as it later became known, is a
medieval fake dating around 1325 +/- 65
years.)
1430 (about): Rosenkreuz founds the secret
Rosicrucianism society in Germany.

Part 1

1486: Malleus Maleficarum ("Hammer of Witches")
published, written by Henrich lnstitor and
Jakob Sprenger, professors of theology of the
Order of Friars Preachers. It is credited with
turning witch hunting and interrogation into a
fine art, and described as a "terrible book
which has caused more suffering than any
other written by human pen".
1503: Michel de Nostredame (later called
Nostradamus)born; he is later to publish ten
volumes of four-line prophetic verses, which
include information on Hitler, the Kennedy
assassinations and the destruction of
California in 1988.
1510: Heinrich Cornelis ("Cornelius Agrippa") writes
Of the Occult Philosophy, a three volume
treatise regarded as the masterwork of
(cabalistic) magic.
1513: Piri Reis map, showing portions of the
Americas and Africa and supposedly
Antarctica, apparently with the help of an
advanced culture like Atlantis.
1556: Georg Agricola discusses and illustrates
divining in his book on metals and metallurgy,

De Ra Metallica.
1563: Johann Wier, sometimes known as the father
of psychiatry, argues that witchcraft might be
caused by mental illness, and that delusion
and superstition had turned lawyers and
theologians into murderers. His book was
placed on the Catholic Church's Index of
prohibited works, and burnt by Protestants.
1609: Samuel Champlain, discoverer of Lake
Champlain, is the first to sight its "monster",
Champ.
1651: Unicom Horn is included in the official drug
lists of items to be stocked by all registered
pharmacists in London; its use advised for
the treatment of epilepsy, impotence,
barrenness, worms, plague, smallpox and
other assorted ills.
1659: Gaspard Schott, a Jesuit father, denounces
dowsing as Satanic. (Schott later moderated
his condemnation in favour of unconscious
muscular action as the cause.)
1671 : The Society of Apothecaries in London is
founded; included in its coat of arms are two
unicorns. (The City of London Guild of
Apothecaries has a dragon on its livery.)
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1683: Ten Rhyne introduces acupuncture to Europe
with a book of his experiences in Japan as
medical officer with the Dutch East India
Company.
1692: Eighteen months of witch hunts begin in
Salem, Massachusetts, with accusations
extending to the president of Harvard
University, and resulting in the execution of
thirteen women and seven men as witches.
1693: Methods of using traditional dowsing rod, a
forked stick, described in French work
Treatise on the Divining Rod.
1701: a decree prohibiting the use of divining rods
.in criminal trials is issued by the Holy
Inquisition.
1727:The translation of a book by Englebert
Kaempfer, physician at the Dutch embassy, of
his experiences in Japan introduced
acupuncture to the English-speaking world;
nine acupuncture points in the abdomen are
described.
1746: Unicorn Horn is no longer included in the lists
of drugs to be stocked by registered
pharmacists in London.
1755: The Kraken, a sea creature which is "the
largest and most surprising of all the animal
creation", is described by Erik Pontoppidan,
Bishop of Bergen, in Natural History of
Norway.
1774: Franz Anton Mesmer finds that his patients
recovered when he treats them with magnets,
and postulates a universal, magnetic,
ethereal fluid with energetic qualities as the
active agent; later Mesmer adopts the name
"Animal Magnetism".
1778: Franz Anton Mesmer introduces his theory of
curing disease by balancing or redistributing
the patient's magnetic substance (animal
magnetism) to Paris.

This list, originated by Tony Wheeler, secretary
of the Queensland Skeptlcs, wlll be continued
In future Issues. Readers contributions on
dates both In Part 1 and future parts are
welcomed.
Quotation:
"A hallmark of crank manuscripts is that they solve everything. ...
A second hallmark of cranks is that they are humorless. A third
hallmark of the crank is that he is sure everyone is out to steal his
ideas. A fourth hallmark of the crank is that he is determined to
bring the newspapers in somehow. A fifth hallmark of cranks is
that they use a lot of capital letters."
- Jeremey Bernstein, "Science Observed: Essays out of my
mind" 1983 Basic Books (New York), Ch 14, pp305-314.
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Racism .... continued from page 17
investigator went quite overboard: "The whole
of the Temple Ruin was set out on a series of
curves, whereof the radius was a mystical
number, embodied in the relations between the
large and small cones".
As early as 1906, however, the noted
archaeologist David Randall-Mciver realised
that it was built by the ancestors of the presentday inhabitants, but he was howled down: "the
decadence of the native", wrote one of the
Rhodesia Ancient Ruins vandals , "is a process
which has been in operation for many centuries
and is admitted by all authorities", because of "a
sudden arrest of intelligence and mental
development which befalls every member of the
Bantu at the age of puberty". It disagrees with
our prior assumptions (read, perhaps, wishful
thinking), therefore it's not true.
It took another 30 years of genuine
archaeological work to establish that Great
Zimbabwe, along with the plentiful less
spectacular stoneworks littering the landscape,
was built by Africans related or ancestral to the
modern Makaranga section of the Mashona;
and the advent of the radiocarbon technique
dated the first traces of the building to AD 1075
+/- 150.
One might have thought that there was an
end to it;
but not so,
Archaeologists in
Rhodesia began propagating these findings,
which could not be allowed in a white
supremacist country, and the matter was raised
in the Rhodesian parliament in 1969. The
Minister of Internal Affairs promised to look into
it. A year later, he reported back: " ... a new
guidebook is being prepared on behalf of the
Historical Monuments Commission in which all
theories relating to Zimbabwe will be presented
absolutely impartially".
Equal time. That sounds familiar, doesn't
it.
Colin Groves is a senior lecturer in anthropology at the
Australian National University, Canberra, as well as being
president of the ACT branch of Australian Skeptics. Borek Puza
is a researcher on the life and work of Richard Wagner. This article
was presented as a paper at the Fifth Australian Skeptics
Convention, Canberra, March 1989.
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TAROT CARD READERS

Quack Attack:
Part III
HARRY EDWARDS
Continuing the Skeptics' assessment, in
collaboration with People magazine, of
purveyors of the paranormal. Previous
articles covered astrologers and a
clairvoyant.
People magazine's reporter next went to The
Sydney New Age shop for a Tarot reading. The
reader was Kris Fontaine, who, at the time of the
reading, was also a part-time university student
majoring in psychology.
As in the previous reading by "clairvoyant"
Winifred Crause, the reader was told of the
client's occupation.
Peter Holder's summation includes the
following observations.
"After shuffling the cards and thinking
about my love life, job, family and health, Ms
Fontaine said that I was the sort of person that
needed change, travel and freedom, and as a
typical Libran, I was creative and always
balancing things up." [The first three would
either apply or appeal to most people, and the
next two were no doubt assumptions based on
prior knowledge of the client's occupation.]
"She also observed that I live for the
present and don't care about the past or future.
While I don't care about the past - I worry like
hell about the future!"
Then, contrary to Ms Crause's health
warning, Kris Fontaine said that PH was in
excellent health, but hedged her bet by adding
"be careful over the next 18 months". (Later in
the reading she changes her mind.)
Before proceeding with the full transcript,
let's look at a brief abstract of Tarot.
The pack consists of 56 picture cards of
four suits (Wands, Pentacles, Swords and
Cups) called the Minor Arcana, and 22 cards
known as the Major Arcana.

To each card is attributed one or more
meanings, and further interpretations are
allocated to those cards that fall upsidedown
during the deal. For example, in the Rider Tarot
pack the nine of Swords indicates death, failure,
miscarriage, delay, deception, disappointment,
despair;
and
reversed,
imprisonment,
suspicion, doubt, reasonable fear and shame.
There appears to be no concensus among
Tarot readers as to these interpretations and
they frequently use their own.
Basically, the reader uses intuition and
imagination,
aided
by prior knowledge,
guesswork and observation of the client or cold
reading, to weave a story around the cards,
ostensibly revealing a subject's past, present
and future status and potential.
Free association of ideas, ambiguity,
generalisations and credulity contribute to the
impression of successful auguring.
As you labour through the following
reiteration, console yourself with the thought
that there are those who are willing to pay an
average of $40 for this type of "revelation" and
consider it to be value for money!
KF: "In the back of your mind, you have
two alternatives which you are not consciously
aware of. You feel bound for some reason but
we'll talk about that later.
In the last couple of years, there's been a
lot of changes in your attitude and the way you
build up relationships.
There's been a break up of some kind,
and it was you realising what you didn't want in
your life; your needs and wants were changing
dramatically.
You're really artistic, there's a creative
side to you, you're weighing things up all the
time, always balancing things up.
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I also feel there's a side to you that needs
freedom, change and travel.
You must be your own boss.
I think you are the sort of person who will
try anything once, looking for that excitement,
particularly in relationships.
We'll now look at the next 18 months, we'll
take it step by step and then you can ask
questions.
Once again the same two cards tell me
there is a decision to make.
You sit on the fence, you procrastinate,
before you say "Right, this is the way I'm going
to go".
It's time now to make the decision - you
have to be careful that you don't get out of a bad
decision and into another, you have to accept
these changes, anything that happens is meant
to happen.
You're too scared to make a move at the
moment, you feel the whole world will fall on top
of you.
I can see you changing jobs or the way
you work in the next three months; I also see
you travelling in the next three months."
Up to this point, no questions have been
asked of the client, so what has the card reader
deduced from the cards and revealed in her
assessment? I suggest nothing - only those
things that could be reasonably deduced from
and associated with the client's known
profession, and mundane general observations
that would be applicable to most young single
males. Note, however, the recurring reference
to the client's alleged indecisive state of mind.
More on that later.
KF: "Is there a woman in your life?" [She
couldn't tell from the cards?]
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the beginning of another.
Will we start with your work?"
PH: "Yes, OK."
KF: "I want you to shuffle the cards and think
about your work.
You definitely have to be doing something in
the field of communication, it's part of you, and
there is also the creative side." [Repetition.]
You're very good at looking at both sides of the
fence. You also pay a lot of attention to detail.
There are also times when you skim the
surface." [Again the observations are based on
the self-evident, and finally a two-way bet.]
Yeah, you also like a fair bit of prestige. There
are some big changes for you at work. You
seem to be putting in a lot of effort for little
reward. You're working, working and getting no
time to yourself. Is there any travelling in this
work?" [Again, the cards can't tell?!]
PH: "Yes, there is some involved."
KF: "Seven cards please. You're not happy,
there is some grieving." [The last observation is
another repetition using different words.]
PH: "What, in work?"
KF: "Yeah, there's something happening there.
What it's saying is: yes, the job's going well, but
over the next 18 months you're going to realise
that there are other opportunities that you will
take up.
I can also see you healing, not in medicine or
alternative medicine, but I can see you helping
people.
I think you will reach your lowest point possible
in the next three months." {A contradiction of
her previous statement that "you are building up
to total success".]

PH: "Yes, a few actually."
PH: "What sort of changes in my work?"
KF: "Right, we'll look at that in a moment. There
will be a woman around in the next 18 months
and she'll be very important to you ... either a
Virgo or a Capricorn.
It's almost as though you are building up to total
success. I see the ending of one chapter and

KF: "You have a lot of changes coming your
way." [Casting the net wider to include other
possibilities.]
PH: "Within the job?"
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KF: "No, without it. Within the job, maybe. Yes,
probably within the job as well. I'm sorry I can't
be more specific [why not, isn't it in the cards?]
but these opportunities will be coming [all
readers, whether they be Tarot, palm or psychic,
like to tell their clients that opportunities are
coming their way]. At the moment, stick with
your job, because the changes will come with
and without it.
What sort of work do you do?"
In view of the fact that the client introduced
himself as a journalist from People magazine
and KF has previously stated that he was
definitely in the field of communication, the
question is either superfluous or the reader has
a very short memory.

people around her. There's a lot of pain in the
past and you always weigh that up in your
personal life. You had a let down which still
haunts you. Your relationship with Amanda is
still a drug, I don't know if it's sexual, but you
keep coming back to it. I also see someone
else coming along who is more suited to you.
[Another repetition.]
Let's
see what's
happening romantically.
At the age of 29-30,
can see you settling
down; how old are you?" [While she does not
specifically say "marriage", it is inferred.
Statistically, it is also close to the average
marrying age of men in Australia.}

PH: "I'm a journalist."

KF: "You're basically saying you don't care
about the past or future, you're living for the
present." [Reiterating what has already been
said.]

PH: "23 going on 24."

KF: "So, you're in communications [surprise,
Let's look at it month by month.
surprise].
There's two months which stand out, April and
July. July is where I see a new work situation,
October and November I can see a new love in
your life. You're moving in a new direction and
you're also moving within yourself. You're very
scared of change but you also beckon it. [Using
different phrases, this is the third time change
and indecision has been mentioned during the
reading. It is simply bait to entice the client to
open up about his problem which KF senses is
to do with his work.]
OK, we'll look at romance. Is there anyone in
your life at the moment?" [This is the second
time she has asked the question and is well
aware of the client's situation as far as romance
is concerned.}

KF: "Oh sure, but you will do what you want to
do. What else would you like to look at?"

PH: "Well, yes ... "

PH: "Family."

KF: "What's her name?"

KF: "Right, how many are there in your family?"
[Remarkable how so much information was
solicited from the cards about a girl friend, yet
they can't provide the answer to a simple
question like this!]

PH: "Amanda."
KF: "She's got a lot of things coming up for her
at the moment, she's very busy, there are lots of
people in her life. She's changed jobs and
she's trying to find herself.
She's very lonely, even though she has lots of

Actually, what PH said was: he didn't care
about the past, lived for the present, and
worried like hell about the future;
a fairly
common approach to life. One of the attributes
of a good card reader is a good memory, a
faculty KF seems to lack.
PH: "Will I behave myself?"
KF: "In the way you treat women?"
PH: "Yes."

PH: "A mother, sister, and a father who I don't
see anymore." [Although I asked PH to be fairly
tight lipped, this is the sort of unsolicited clue
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clients drop and on which a canny reader will
then build, although in this case not much
advantage seems to have been taken of it.]

PH: "I wouldn't say that."

wants to travel, and there will be a new man in
her life. She has also got to watch her health.
[The latter advice seems to be common to eve,y
reader whether it be cards, palms or a psychic
consultation.] Now, your sister. She's ending
one chapter and beginning a new one. Would
this involve a relationship?"

KF: "But not when you needed him. "

PH: "It might have more to do with her work."

PH: I'm not sure, perhaps during my teens."

KF: "Very independent and loving, and she
tends to think the world revolves around her.
She can be her own worst enemy. She felt
thwarted by her father,
{KF, the student
psychologist, seems to have this fixation about
unhappy father/daughter relationships] but
she's not the same as she was a few years ago.
[I guess most of us change in some respects
during the transition from adolescent to adult!]
She has the world at her feet in the next 18
months.
She'll have to weigh up the
opportunities. There are heaps of decisions
she'll have to make regarding her work but she
will feel fine about it. I see her taking up a new
line of study.
Has she spent time in the
country?"

KF: "He was never on the scene emotionally?"

KF: "There's a rejection factor there, so you
looked to other men."
PH: "Well, I don't know;
consciously aware of it."

maybe I'm not

KF: "Do you know your mother's birthdate?"
{Earlier the cards were able to reveal that a
female unknown to PH would be around in 18
months who would be either a Virgo or a
Capricorn, yet a direct question had to be put in
respect of his closest relation.]
PH: "Yes, it's the 27th, April ,1932."
KF: "There's two distinct things about her; she
likes change and variety, loves speaking to
people, but wants security as well. She is also
very creative. There's also a cold side to her as
well.
She has trouble getting through the
emotion, she wants to reach out to you but she
can't. Her father rejected her [PH informs me
that this was totally untrue] and that's why she
has trouble."

[The same predictions have now been made
about the client, his mother and his sister, only
the wording is different.]

[Most of the above "revelations" are applicable
to many people, but where a specific
observation was made the reader failed
miserably.]

KF: "Has there been a pregnancy around her?"

"She has just started something new; [a ve,y
broad statement, and then she had to ask] is it
a job or a hobby?"
PH: "Could be a hobby."
KF: It's going to be good for her.

She also

PH: "No."
KF: "Is she artistic?"
PH: "No, not really."

PH: "No."

[Why all the questions?
their tongue ?'1

Have the cards lost

KF: "It's telling me there's something to do with
nature and it's important to her. I believe she's
had time in the country. It's all happening to
her; she's been through the worst, but she
seems scared of competition for some reason.

24
Is there anything I haven't picked up?"
PH: "She's about to travel quite a bit." [How is it
the reader could see PH travelling in the next
three months, could tell that his mother wants to
travel, and yet didn't pick this up? Note also the
recurring theme of indecision and anxiety in
respect of PH, his mother and his sister.]
KF: "Yes, I think she'll get bored with that and
come back to work. But there's nothing wrong
with her. You're the one who has to make the
decisions. Shall we look at your health?"
PH: "Yes, OK."
KF: "You have to be careful with your back
area.
[Winifred Crause however, saw a
problem with his lungs, remember, and so sure
of herself, KF then has to ask] Have you been
sick lately?"
PH: "Nothing terrible."
KF: "Your health is excellent, but over the next
18 months you will have to be careful. [Seems
to be standard advice from all readers.] It's
always 18 months ... I don't go any further than
that.
Putting things in your body ... cigarettes, drugs
and alcohol ... they're not good for you. [Really!
No doubt the Rev Fred Nile could have
expanded the list a bit and moralised more
persuasively.] Just don't over indulge. Your
health is fine and will be fine.
It's not a
problem."
PH: "But no drugs or alcohol?"
KF: "Well, everything is fine so long as you do it
in moderation. You tend to go overboard. Does
that answer everything?"
PH: "Yes." (laughter)
KF: "OK."
End of reading.

winter 89
While typing out the transcript, I made a
few comments.
They were by no means
comprehensive, and with closer scrutiny,
readers could
no doubt make further
observations.
Now let's look at the psychology behind
the reading, and further evidence that shows
that the use of Tarot cards were an unnecessary
adjunct in a guessing game.
As with a psychic consultation and
palmistry, etc, the principal should not, if any
credence is to be had in their method of
divination, resort to asking leading questions.
Ms Fontaine asked for information no less
than fifteen times in an effort to get leads to
follow up, but was not particularly adept as
using them. She is, after all, only a part time
reader.
She was aware that her client was a
journalist and during the course of the reading
attributed to him those skills one would normally
associate with that profession - communication
and creativity.
Like any other "occult consultant', Ms
Fontaine assumes that the client has a problem
and has come for advice, hence the preliminary
spiel which suggests that the client indeed does
have a problem - that of making a decision and feelers are put out to locate the area.
The opening gambit was "in the back of
your mind you have two alternatives". The
client would then sense that the consultant has
latched onto his problem, perceives a
sympathetic ear, and wants to co-operate.
While watching for facial and body
language reactions, the consultant continues
"There have been a lot of changes in your
attitude and the way you build up relationships.
There has been a break up of some kind." If the
reader's assumption is correct, this narrows the
field down to an emotional upset or a
relationship problem.
Then, "I feel there's a aide to you that
needs freedom, change and travel".
Any
reaction to this could be seen as confirming job
dissatisfaction, a desire for change, or
prospective travel intentions.
It should be noted that in general,
peoples' problems can be categorised fairly
simply into matters of a financial, emotional or
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business nature. The initial ploy is to determine
which one is applicable to the client.
In this reading, it would appear that the
Tarot reader was under the impression that the
client was indecisive about something, homing
in with "you are weighing things up all the
time". "You sit on the fence", "you procrastinate",
"you have to be careful that you don't get out of
one bad decision into another" and "you are too
scared to make a move at the moment".
All this fell on deaf ears, however, as the
client in this case does not have a problem and
is not there for advice.
There being no reaction or clues, the
reader changes tack: "I can see you changing
jobs or the way you work. I also see you
travelling," then, in desperation to find a lead, a
sudden switch and a direct question "Is there a
woman in your life?"
The client answers in the affirmative,
adding "quite a few actually", thus giving the
reader her first break. She now deduces that
there is no special emotional attachment and
therefore no problem in that quarter, and goes
on with "There will be a woman around in the
next 18 months who will be important to you" - a
distinct and obvious possibility for an
unattached bachelor of 23.
Having eliminated one possibility, Ms
Fontaine now moves on to test out the work
area: "You definitely have to be doing
something in the field of communication", an
observation based on prior knowledge of the
client's occupation, followed by some subtle
auto-suggestions: "there are some big changes
for you at work", "you get little reward for your
effort", and "you are not happy". As many
people feel they are overworked and
underpaid, then it follows that they are also
likely to be unhappy, bu~ again the reader drew
a blank.
Repeating herself with "there are a lot of
changes coming your way", PH asked whether
they "were within the job?". She replied, "No,
without it", then "yes, probably within the job as
well, I'm sorry I can't be more specific".
Obviously confused due to the lack of
feedback, she moved on to relationships with
the family, and during this session asked a total
of eleven questions in an effort to find a lead.
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Now the consultation takes on a different
aspect; whereas before, the client may have
been accused of not being genuine and
therefore had no problem to detect, in the case
of his family it was simply a matter of whether or
not the cards would or could reveal the truth.
Ms Fontaine told the client that his father
was "never on the scene emotionally", that
"there was a rejection factor, so you looked to
other men", that his mother's father rejected her,
and that his sister "was thwarted by her father''.
She also asked whether his sister was
artistic and whether there has been a
pregnancy. All seven points were incorrect.
Finally, the client was advised "not to put
things into his body - cigarettes, drugs and
alcohol - they're not good for you!".

Conclusion
I conclude that Ms Fontaine deduced
nothing from the Tarot cards, fished without
success for leads, made the usual banal and
general statements, and could have done as
well (or as badly) using jam jar labels, bottle
tops or nothing at all.
When asked to respond to my analysis, an
infuraited Ms Fontaine defended her right to ask
questions because she is not "a fortune teller".
A perusal of the transcript shows,
however, that she made several predictions for
her client for the coming 18 months, as well as
for his girl friend, mother and sister.
If, as she claims, it is acceptable to ask so
many
leading
questions to
make an
assessment, what purpose do the Tarot cards
serve other than to create an illusion of occult
divination?
A disquietening thought though. If and
when Ms Fontaine graduates with a degree in
psychology, will she still resort to this type of
nonsense when treating her patients?
Finally, she ask, "How can he judge
something that he has obviously only looked at
from a very superficial level?"
I submit that far from being viewed
superficially, a phrase by phrase examination
as above allows one to make a very competent
concluded over
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World Round-Up
Extracts from sceptical journals around the
world, compiled by Harry Edwards.
At the recent International Conference on
Paranormal Research held at Colorado State
University, psychologist Leo Sprinkle reported that
he was taken for a ride on a spaceship when he was
ten years old and was told by aliens that they were
not communicating with earthlings because they
thought that knowledge of extraterrestrial life might
cause panic.
However, the aliens are sending messages hidden
in science fiction stories and light beer commercials
and will make contact when earthlings are ready to
accept the fact of alien life. In addition, the space
aliens are harvesting sperm and eggs from humans
and animals for "unknown purposes".
At the same conference, Brian Smith and his wife,
who claims to be a "channel" who has received
messages from Christ, H.G. Wells, Frank Lloyd
Wright, Leonardo da Vinci, Ramtha and Hitler, are
now using their psychic powers to assist Albert
Einstein with projects that he didn't have time to get
around to while he was alive. Among these are a
perpetual motion machine, a nuclear reactor that
consumes its own waste, and another machine that
is 184% efficient (I guess if you put one in your car
you'll have to stop every few kilometres to drain the
gas tank).
Smith said that he is not going to build any of these
machines because he is convinced that scoffers
wouldn't believe him anyway.
(MCRI)

Bassam Assaf, a devout member of the Greek
Orthodox Church, has experienced five apparitions
of the Virgin Mary. When the second apparition
occured on August 12, as he was praying before a
statue of the Virgin, oil began to flow from his hands.
The oil is said to have healing properties: former
journalist and politician Nazir Fansa, claimed that
rubbing it on his back cured his chronic lumbago.
Now a Greek Orthodox nun attends Mr Assaf when
he prays, and collects the oil - which smells of olives from his hands.
(British & Irish Skeptic)
Nearly 25 years after Ruth Montgomery's book, "A
Gift of Prophecy", detailed Jeane Dixon's life, we

thought it would be fun to list her predictions as
listed immediately on the inside of the book:
* Russia wil be the first nation to put men on the
moon.
* 1967 will be a year of grave national peril for
America - perhaps the decisive year.
* The Berlin Wall will come down.
* The Republican party will win at the polls in 1968.
* The test-ban treaty will prove bad for America and
will be used against us.
* Red China will invade Russian territory.
* Russia will become our ally.
* Red China will wage "germ warfare".
* Pope Paul, President Johnson and Sargeant
Shriver are now in great personal danger.
(Rocky Mountain Skeptic)

Quack Attack Part Ill - from page 25
judgement;
something which Ms Fontaine's
clients obviously have never done.
Harry Edwards is national secretary of Australian Skeptics
and the chief investigator for the national committee.

Footnote to Quack Attack II:
Ms Winifred
Crause, subject of the previous part of this series, was sent
a copy of The Skeptic containing that article and invited to
comment. She responded as follows: :Dear Mr Edwards,
Thank you for the right of reply . If you were expecting a
debate on the subject, then I am sorry to disappoint you. I
have no intention of arguing with closed one demensional
[sic] minds. Suffice it to say that my many, many regular
clients have been satisfied with my abilities over the last
fifteen years. As to the reference of me charging, of
course I charge for my services and time . Doesn't
everyone, including yourself? I feel you have paid me a
backhanded complement [sic] by putting me in your little
magazine. Thank you, Winifred Crause."
Any further comment by this closed (unpaid) one
dimensional mind would be extrinsic to the purpose of this
series of articles.
H.E .
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CRITICAL THINKING

Has Our Science
Education Systetn
Let Us Down?
ELIZABETH DANGERFIELD
I will set the scene by describing a visit to a
naturopath, to have acupuncture for RSI.
I was lying on the naturopath's couch and
she had finished inserting those exquisitely fine
needles into my arms. I am a terrible coward. I
always squirm when she gives them their final
twist. Two of the needles had been hooked up
to an electrical stimulating gadget.
The
naturopath asked me to tell her when I could
feel the stimulation. "Yes, I can feel it now, my
fingers are tingling," was my response.
"I
haven't turned it on yet," was hers! "I've got a
good imagination" was my sheepish reply.
Discrimination

Imagination is really the crux of the matter.
How to tell the difference between what is
real and what we want to be real? I know that
massage and acupuncture had a real benefit for
me, and really, apart from the surgery
suggested by the neurosurgeon, who told me I
was behind the door when backs were given
out, and wearing a neck brace to bed as I did for
years, they were the only treatments that gave
me permanent relief from constant headaches.
I could see a · causal link between
massage and better backs and acupuncture
has been shown to provide short term pain
relief. However, because of my biology training
I was able to reject my naturopath's assertion
that a faulty gall bladderwas the reason why my
shoulder ached, or a blotch on my iris showed I
had kidney stones, or I should bathe in red light
to restore my health. While some Aussie Rules
players might have a direct connection between

their big toe and their brain, I was quite sure I
didn't.
My naturopaths are very honest .and very
dedicated to helping other people. They are
well trained in their field, which they ardently
believe in. They use a lot of medical type terms,
but their understanding of basic biology is
limited and distorted.
I went through a
rebirthing process with them out of curiosity,
where we were subjected to a long period of
hyperventilation. This I believe was the reason
for the sobbing hysteria of the person next to me
rather than any revelation about past forgotten
traumas.
With my training and scepticism I could be
discerning about the choice of services offered
by my naturopaths. But what about people
without such a background?
What about
students? Everything seems so plausible. It's
very easy to be a sheep - to believe.
An informal survey carried out by the
Canberra Skeptics showed that there is
evidence that belief in paranormal ideas is
growing. The New Age and high priced crystals
indicates this.
How can students go through a science
education and not end up with a fundamental
belief in the effectiveness of science and with a
healthy scepticism which should result from
this? There are several reasons for this, I
believe.
Teachers' Scepticism
To begin with, the

development

of
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scepticism is hampered when teachers don't
show suport for the scientific method when it
conflicts with their religious beliefs. Quite a few
science teachers are creationists. Last year at
the college I taught at, three out of a staff of
nine, I believe, were creationists, as was the lab
assistant.
Although the syllabuses of most
states do not require the teaching of creationism
and although most science teachers do not
support creationism, there is need for vigilance.
Scientific Method
The teaching of scientific method can be
improved. Often it is taught as a recipe you
follow to do an experiment, the outcome of
which is known beforehand. There is still a
belief that all theories are equal and you can
believe what you like because there is no
absolute truth in science.
This often leads
students to believe that science is so uncertain
as to be almost worthless. Wheeler points out
that in America only 12-14% of adults have a
reaonable understanding of scientific method.
This is changing, with a greater emphasis
on teaching the processes involved in a
science, not just the content. Anthony Wheeler
of Queensland University and the Queensland
Skeptics, author of "The Other Quote Book
which is so invaluable as a means of refuting
creationist arguments, uses the pseudoscience
as a means of teaching about scientific method.
I like this, because it is rather like gathering up
all the arrows the enemy has fired at you and
flinging them back.
Using pseudoscience has a number of
advantages. It is novel - the answer is not
known with certainty, it has an element of real
inquiry and discovery. Who wants to study
scientific method by examining Seemelweis'
germ theory when it's obvious that you should
wash your hands before doing an operation.
Students, however, are very curious about the
pseudosciences. Wheeler gives quite a few
examples of pseudoscience theories which can
be tested in class. We need to have a greater
understanding of scientific method and be more
prepared to defend its virtues while recognising
its complexities.
It is one of the most
empowering areas of knowledge.
An open
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mind doesn't mean an open sink down which
everything can be poured.
Students in my class have critically
examined pseudosciences in class and found
them wanting. But the breakthrough in their
thinking came initially, not through a deep
understanding of scientific method, but by the
following the realisation: most people are
honest and therefore very easy to fool.
Children's Science
But one of the most powerful reasons why
we don't produce hordes of Skeptics is
children's science.
It has proved extremely
difficult to overcome the intuitive beliefs that
children bring to the classroom. The science
we teach them in the classroom is often added
to their knowledge as a layer on top of what
they already know and believe. They learn
material for tests and then promptly discard it at
the first opportunity. They have never really
been convinced why their original view was
incorrect.
I was convinced of the power of children's
science, as these views are called, when I was
enticed to experience the thrills of the Gravitron
at Canberra Fair. It was a horrible experience. I
felt my cheeks would part company with the rest
of my face as they seemed to be pulled toward
the walls of the giant spin dryer. What kept me
glued to the outer walls so that I could hardly
breathe?
A force of course - centrifugal force, but
this doesn't really exist. There is no centrifugal
motions outwards as most people assume but it
feels that way. My stuck-to-the-wall experience
was a combination of the circular motion of the
Gravitron and my inertia, always a problem.
Often our intuitive understandings are incorrect.
Students need to see clearly why their views
are erroneous before other views are imposed
upon them.
I think quite a few adults would have some
children's science beliefs. One would be that
the standard of science education has dropped
because of all the students who seem to come
out of school without analytical skills, etc. I
would challenge you by saying that this belief is
probably due to your own experiences at
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school. The majority of students never came
out of school with well developed analytical
skills and critical thinking, and a high level of
scientific knowledge. A very small percentage
of students had these skills and went on to
university - somewhere between 1O and 20%.
Now the percentage of students going on to
university etc is around 40%. I don't think the
number of students who find science
intrinsically fascinating has decreased very
much.
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truth of the paranormal.
Fear of the Future

Furthermore, because we live in an age of
increasing change, many people are searching
for something to believe in, to change reality
into something more pleasant. Students are
often fearful and negative about the future.
There are good reasons to believe in the
paranormal.
Rejection of Science

Thinking Skills

Imagine teaching a person how to drive a
car by teaching them all about the engine and
gears and how they work and expect them to
pick up on the way how to drive.
Yet rarely at school do we teach children
how to think. There are few specialised courses
on this vital ability. It is usually part of the
hidden curriculum, a by-product of learning
English or Science or Maths.
I believe it's a skill people pick up in an ad
hoe fashion as they go through life. Some
never reach high levels of competence. They
still crunch the gears. Yet I would suggest that
being able to think rationally is a fundamental
skill from which other skills develop, and is
essential for the development of healthy
scepticism.
Edward de Bono, of lateral thinking fame,
produced some excellent materials to teach
thinking skills, many of which concentrate on
lateral thinking, creativity and co-operation.
There are over 60 key concepts people need to
understand about thinking.
Self-esteem

Another characteristic,
think,
of
developing scepticism is a high degree of selfesteem, where students have a belief in
themselves and their ability to make choices
and influence their lives. Many students and
adults have a low self-esteem.
Although
increasing this is an aim of most schools,
usually this is done on an ad hoe basis. How
can a young person with low self-esteem be
different from the rest of the group, be assertive
with people seeking to convince them about the

Furthermore, science which traditionally
has promoted scepticism, is not popular with
our young and adults alike. Many people reject
science at their earliest chance.
Girls in
particular reject science in general, and the
physical sciences especially, which probably
explains why females are less sceptical than
males. Why do so many students react this way
and in fact grow into adults with anti-science,
anti-sceptical views?
The reasons are complex. One is that
students see nothing relevant to themselves in
the process.
Traditional science is often
detached from the real world. Many students
see it as rather elite, impersonaJ and
disconnected from the human social sitl,.1ation.
One word can summarise how students often
regard physics - boring. They see science as
having a negative rather than positive effect on
their world, being responsible for nuclear
weapons and new polluting chemicals.
Science is traditionally considered a
masculine subject, valuing the experiences that
boys bring to class rather than those which girls
bring.
Traditionally, it values objects and
detachment not creativity and personal
perspective, or relevance. It is not surprising
that girls turn away from physical science. Our
rather narrow view of science encourages this.
Producing Sceptics

I don't know whether we produce a lot of
sheep through our education system; I think we
actually produce a range of individuals with a
wide range of talents, but I don't think we
produce very many sceptics.
To do that we have to place more
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emphasis . on direct methods of teaching
We
thinking and encouraging self-esteem.
need more sceptical science teachers. We
need to turn science teaching around not just by
promoting the teaching of process but by taking
children's science into account, linking science
to technology and society, putting science in the
human context, teaching science in a way that
is appropriate to both sexes, eg through using
group work and valuing creativity. This type of
science can be a rigourous as the old science.
If rigour means something which involves
intellectual effort, attention to detail, an
awareness of subtlety, an in-depth examination
of a topic and an understanding of it in all its
complexity, then rigour is not incompatible to
this new approach to science.
As Ian Lowe of Griffith University in
Queensland maintains, we don't need a return
to basics in science, what is needed is a more
dynamic and realistic picture of what science is
all about, where there is room · for personal
qualities, values, changing ideas, where
science is seen in the context of being a human
endeavour.
Ruth Dircks, president of the Australian
Science Teachers Association, asked some
parents what they thought should be included in
a good science education. They responded: all
the science we did at school - physics,
chemistry, geology, biology - and then sex
education, drug education, technology, the
social impact of science, all the process skills
such as observing, analysing, how to use a
computer, all about science careers, knowledge
about everyday things, high-tech, all the newest
breakthroughs, etc. All this at a time when
science teachers are losing status, they are not
even regarded as experts in their field, when
they have to be counsellors, agents of
curriculum change and to take on more
administrative roles, with less and less
resources.
Perhaps the question should be not "Has
science education let us down" but "Have we let
down science education".

Book Review
Anatomy of Religion
by Adrian Crees
Freshet Press, 2 Lyttleton Ave,
Castlemaine 3450

While essentially a critique of the world's main
religions, Anatomy of Religion earns a place on
the Skeptic's bookshelf for two reasons: firstly, it
includes chapters dealing with general
superstition, sects, cults and missions, and ends
with a plea for scientific thinking; and secondly,
the not too philosophical or in-depth treatment
of the subject allows one to easily perceive the
parallels between the bases from which
religious thinking arose, and current New Age
beliefs.
Concise chapters examine the history,
sociology and psychology of Christianity,
Buddhism, Hinduism and Islam, and the author
takes a look at religion in China and the USSR.
Released co-incidentally at the time of the
Salman Rushdie Satanic Verses controversy, I
found the historical insight into the founding of
the Islamic faith and the Koran particularly
enlightening, and while it evoked a feeling of
despair to learn of man's submission,
obedience and intolerance arising from
teachings based on myth, superstition, fantasy
and the ramblings of a hallucinating epileptic, it
reinforced an understanding of the need to
promote the cause of rational thinking.
An intellectual lightweight like myself will
find the book informative without being too
verbose, and enjoy the commendable freeflowing · style that allows a little subtle
facetiousness without undue sarcasm.
A primer, a reference, absorbing and
eminently readable, it pointedly focuses on the
insanity of irrational belief systems.
- Harry Edwards

Elizabeth Dangerfield is ACT president of the Aust
Science Teachers Association and a member of the committee of
Canberra Skeptics. This article was presented as a paper at the
Fifth Australian Skeptics Convention, Canberra, March 1989.
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Skeptics & Religion V
Dear Sir,
God is found in the unlikeliest places including, it would seem, the
Skeptics. During the recent
conference, Colin Groves, top
banana of the Canberra Skeptics,
said that there are many Christians in
the Skeptics, and Ian Plimer said that
it was fine for Skeptics to treat both
the Old and New Testament as
symbolic - presumably symbolic of the
core "truths" of the Christian religion
such as the Holy Trinity, Heaven,
angels and so on.
Plimer, whose captivating and skilful
performances probably qualify him as
the combined Torvill and Dean
among Skeptics, was skating on
pretty thin ice here. His argument
seems to be that although it is not
possible to believe literally, as
Creationists do, in Genesis and the
rest of the Old Testament, we can
accept this bit of the Bible as a human
historical document produced to
meet the then needs of those of
Jewish faith; and that we can treat the
New Testament in the same way, ie as
a non-literal early Christian work.
There are, however, problems with
this argument for Skeptics and
Christians alike.
Christians do, and must, literally
believe in the divinity of Jesus, ie that
Jesus was God all along, our eternal
figure of salvation, and not (as his
early Jewish followers and he himself
believed) a corporeal man born of
spermatazoa and egg who was given
the nod by God to be the earthly
Messiah/liberator of the Jews and
whose execution ended his historical
and all other existence and his
religious role. St Paul, the founder of
non-Judaic Christianity, polemicised
vigorously with the orthodox Jews in
the decades after Jesus' death over
this definition of Jesus as God
("Pauline" Christianity) or Jesus as of
God (Judaic Christianity).
As well as the virgin birth, Christians
must also believe in the physical
resurrection of Jesus and not the
disappearance of his body, by human
hands, from his tomb. These beliefs,
and others to do with the super (or

Letters
para) normal, are as fundamental to
Christianity as is every jot and tittle of
Genesis to Creationists. The point.for
Skeptics is that if Creationist beliefs
about God and the natural world can
not be scientifically substamtiated
then neither can Christian theological
beliefs.
So why do we go soft on the New but
not the Old Testament? Creationism
is certainly a menace to critical
thinking and democratic rights but it
was Christians acting on the basis of
fundamental New Testament beliefs
who tried to censor "The Last
Temptation of Christ" because it
portrayed Jesus as a man who,
ungodlike, was prey to the
temptations of the flesh.
Perhaps we tolerate New Testamernt
Christianity because Creationists are
relatively few and their ideas less
unpopular to attack than the belief
system of the 1000 million nonCreationist Christians. But the
scientific testing of belief, and not
numbers and popularity, should be
our guide as it was for Copernicus,
Kepler, Galileo and Newton whose
work challenged religious orthodoxy.
While we can accept both the Old and
New Testament as specific texts to
meet historical needs, we have to be
aware that the New Testament was
written as a propaganda tract. The
Gospels and Acts were ghost-written
at least fifty years after the events and
were selected out of hundreds of
documents by an anti-Jewish and proRoman Church intelligentsia for
political reasons because they turned
the devout Jew Jesus, who was the
earthly Messianic leader of the Jewish
poor against Roman imperialism, into
a Divine being concerned only with
spiritual matters and ethical teaching
and who advocated suffering,
patience and pacifism to Jew and
Gentile in the face of Roman power.
Skeptics can catch the minnows of
iridology and astrology, and beat off
the shark of Creationism, but there is

a whale of a belief in Christianity (and
its supernatural Being(s) beyond the
ken of science) which could engulf
the careless or timid Skeptic.
- Phil Shannon
Editor's comment: To quote from the
president's column, Vo/ 7 No 4,
"physical manifestations can (and will)
be scientffically tested; the truth of
metaphysical claims cannot". It is the
Skeptics' policy to investigate all
paranormal and pseudoscientific
claims which purport to have a
scientific (ie as opposed to belief or
faith) basis. Those areas of Christian
or other religions which claim such
support are investigated by Skeptics,
regardless of the popularity of those
beliefs. Those areas which do not
claim a scientifically nvestigatable
basis, but which rely purely on the
faith of the follower, do not seem
capable of being investigated on a
scientific basis. This journal would,
however, countenance serious
suggestions along these lines.

Creation Weak
Dear Sir,
Carl Wieland suggests (Autumn 89
issue) that possibly the Skeptics
should take a close look at their ethics
when dealing with creationism and
states "It is important to 'keep it
clean'."
What is not stated is:
a) Truth is the first casualty of
creationism, and
b) Australian creationist leaders
fabricate "scientific" data (see" An
Experiment with Creationist
'Science"' this issue).
In essence, Carl Wieland objects to
Skeptics blowing the whistle on the
intellectual and religious pornography
of the fanatical fundamentalist CSF
and wants carte blanche to
promulgate porn.
As Carl and his cohorts claim to be
Christian, they might be held in
slightly higher esteem by the
community when they become born
again to the doctrine of truth.
- Ian Plimer
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Responses to
Alder letter
Dear Madam,
Irrespective of A. Lyndon's views,
Mike Alder's sexist response to them
(Autumn issue of The Skeptic)
offended us greatly.
If one substitutes the word "black"
where he writes ''woman", ''white"
where he uses "men", and "Abo" for
"bird", it is clear what we mean. We
quote his offending sentences with
these substitutions:
If you are black, A. Lyndon, then you
might perhaps be beginning to
appreciate that there is sometimes
good reason for all the racism in the
world.
... So long as blacks insist on using
their brains for constructing elaborate
rationalisations and try to think with
their endocrine system, so long will
whites be reluctant to let them take
charge of anything complicated.
... You sure argue and reason, if that's
the word, like the purest stereotype
of the dotty, opinionated brainless
Abo.
Sadly
- Dorothy Simons & Diana Wyndham
for Women's Electoral Lobby
PS: Mike Alder has won the "Pig of
the Month" award published in the
April issue of WEL-lnformed.
Dear Sir,
I was deeply upset to read M. Alder's
hurtful and unwarranted literary
assault on A. Lyndon's lefthemisphere critical faculty. As a
fellow searcher after the truth, I could
only sympathise with A. Lyndon's
attempt to enlighten the blinkered ,
shortsighted readers of The Skeptic
like M. Alder to the Universal and
Eternal nature of Astrological
Principles. These principles, based
on the lost knowledge of the
Ancients, handed down from
generation to generation from before
the days of Atlantis, have many times
been confirmed by rigorous scientific
experimentation by open minded,

reputable scientists based in many
parts of the world's leading
institutions (eg, Fleischmann and
Pons et al, 1989).
It appears that M. Alder has not had
complete access to the
overwhelming evidence in support of
astrology. I feel therefore that it is my
duty to convince M. Alder of the
underlying Harmonic Resonances of
the universe via a simple
demonstration: shortly before writing
this letter I used my crystal most
deeply impregnated with vibrational
energy to extract from M. Alder's
letter the remaining psychic residue . I
was able to discover the following
facts.
Dr Alder (I don't know why I said
doctor, but I did so take it as doctor), I
feel that you are not of this land but
from a region of great depression far
from these shores. The anger
expressed in your letter indicates to
me as it would to anyone in touch with
their own oneness that you either
have red hair or drive a red Ferrari or
will do so in the near future.
Yet there is a certain falseness that
underlies your cynical comments.
Perhaps you have a wooden leg or
wear a wig, or perhaps you are
possessed of a very artificial
intelligence. I sense that you are
either very sexist or naturally very
rude or both.
The overblown verboseness of your
letter is I suspect indicative of many
aspects of your life. Are you
overweight by any chance? You
should try diet Coke!
Numerological calculations indicate
that your name is connected with the
number 42. Perhaps it shows hope
that one day you will become at one
with Life, the Universe and
Everything. Indeed, I hope that I
have already released your psychic
awareness to the extent that you will
be able to calculate your own birthday
to within fifteen days.
In summary, your letter concerning A.
Lyndon was a load of old cobblers
from line one.
- 0. Trafford
PS. I sense that M. Alder is a man.

... and A. Lyndon
responds
Dear Sir,
Re Mike Alder's reply in Autumn '89
to mine of Spring '88 in response to
Winter '88's letter advising us to
secrete astrology magazines from
public gaze in newsagents ...
(whew ...)
Being a clear thinking female, I will not
attempt as requested to deduce Mike
Alder's starsign from one mere letter.
His wild deduction that I am a female
pill user from similar slim evidence
may show signs of potty opinionated
male menopausal irrationality ...
But enough of social pleasantries.
The cycles of emotion to which I
referred do not correlate with the
female cycle of 28 days. The Moon
actually travels faster and changes
sign about every other cycle.
My tendency to cry is when the Moon
is in Gemini, my ascendant sign .
· Far from encouraging a blind belief in
"fate", modem astrology can help us
recognise that what we experience is
a reflection of our inner energies. It
can help us (if necessary) to take
charge of our lives by pointing out the
many facets within us and guiding us
to ways of integrating them . As a
philosophy, it explains the wholeness
but everchanging nature of
existence. It encourages tolerance of
differences. Don't judge astrology by
starsign columns and magazines.
You don't judge medicine by "Dear
Doctor" columns. Go by
recommendations only.
Read Alan Oken's "Complete
Astrology". He's logical, clear (and
spiritual) and should stand up to the
kind of nit-picking he'd be subjected
to by the Can't-see-the-wood-for-thetrees mentalities that your infuriating
but well-meaning publication attracts.
Yours lovingly?
-Angie Lyndon
PS : A quote from Alan: "If an
individual tries to understand through
his rational processes that which is
larger than his reason, he will limit
himself by his own definition of
reality."
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Creationist Belief
Dear Sir,
In the survey of Creationist beliefs
(Skeptic Vol 8 # 4, p.19) it was
reported that 71 % of the Creationists
sub-group (C-group) polled claim that
they practice their religion.
However, given a C-group of 36, it
would seem that there could be no
responses claiming practice of
religion between 25 (69%) and 26
(72%) .
Secondly, given that 31 of the 36
were from forms distributed at the
Assemblies of God hall, 71% seems
too low a positive response.
Concerning the question of what
Creationists actually believe, one
question was variously reported as:
"Do Creationists believe that two
different kinds of animals could have
a common ancestor?" (once) and as
"Creationists believe different
species can have common
ancestors" (twice).
Now Creationists see a considerable
difference in these questions,
despite the fact that Karl von Linne
(aka Linneaus) originally chose the
word "species" as the Latin word for
"kind" (aka Biblical kind).
However, equating "kind" to
"species" leads to accommodation
problems on Noah's Ark, therefore
practically all Creationist sages insist
that while all members of a kind are
descended from their ancestors,
different species may be part of the
same kind.
Just what a kind is supposed to be
(other than a kind is a kind is a kind) is
not easy to determine.
I examined 11 Creationist works by
eight different authorities and
received no help whatsoever.
Two (amazingly including the
"standard reference text" Scientific
Creationism) made no attempt to
define "kind" or how it related to
animal relationships. I did learn that
the kind is the basic created unit and
(in a single sentence) that there is
uncertainty what is meant by kind
even though the word has a definite
and fixed meaning.
Five works made no definition (other
than Biblical) or declared that it was
difficult or impossible to determine

what a kind was (but it was not the
same as a species).
Duane Gish has given two definitions.
In 1978, "a kind includes all animals or
plants that are truly derived from a
single stock". This is, of course, an
undefinition as it is no help in
deciding which species are in a
common kind. Gish insists that
Creation does not exclude the origin
of species from a common kind.
More recently Gish (1981) has
produced "a generally interfertile
group of organisms that possesses
variant genes for a common set of
traits, but that does not interbreed
with other groups of organisms under
normal circumstances."
This is at last a workable definition.
However, it is also a good paraphrase
of the current definition of species.
Then does kind equal species?
Creationist Scott Huse may not think
so. In his book (1983) in the space of
a dozen lines, he gives: an example
of an interspecies cross as being
across the boundary of kinds, the
statement that kind has no correlation
to the "arbitrary Linnean taxonomic
system", but the ''family" designation
may be a reasonably close
approximation, and the Gish
definition which equates kind with
species!
Ignoring the unfortunate Gish
definition, eight out of the 11 books
(and all authors) definitely stated that
kind was not the same as species.
Returning to the survey, the question
is: Were36% of the C-group
creationists of such sophistication
that they were aware of the
Creationist sophistry (different
species can have a common
ancestor), or have 36% of the Cgroup lost faith in the literal meaning
of Genesis (different kinds can have a
common ancestor) .
That most of the C-group declared
that the Earth is young (6000 to
20,000 years old) is also interesting,
as in the past there has been
Assemblies of God support for the
"Gap Theory" old earth position, a
view strongly advocated by James
Swaggert (until recently).
That so few of the C-group felt
comfortable with a 4,500 million year
old earth may reflect young earth

missionary work among the
Assemblies of God.
Notes: Statements that a kind is not
the same as a species were made by:
* Malcolm Bowden, "The Rise of the
Evolution Fraud" (1982)
* Wayne Frair and P. Davis, "A Case
for Creation" (1983)
* Duane T. Gish, "Evolution, The
Fossils Say No! "(1978)
* Scott M. Huse, "The Collapse of
Evolution" (1983)
* Robert Kofal and Kelly Seagraves,
"The Creation Explanation" (1975)
* Henry M. Morris, ''The Troubled
Waters of Evolution" (1974)
* Gary E. Parker, "What is Creation
Science" (1982)*
Randy L. Wysong, "The CreationEvolution Controversy" (1976)
* Parker did not mention "kind", but used
the euphemism "created types" in his
book "suitable for use in public schools".

-Allan Lang

Colln Groves responds: I thank
Allan Lang for raising the matter of
Created Kinds. First, to explain his
queries in his first four paragraphs.
( 1) There were only 35, not 36,
Creationists who answered the
question whether they practicsed
their religion (and only 21 of the [group). I was about to write that this
explains Mr Lang's query, but I then
noticed that inadvertently I had
calculated the wrong percentages percentages of Yeses and Noes that
were C-group and E-group, instead
of percentages of C-group and Egroup that were Yeses and Noes.
Apologies, apologies, the figures
should read :
C-group- 91.4% yes (ie, 32 out of
35) , 8.6% no (ie , only 3 out of 35);
E-group- 61 .9% yes, 38.1 % no.
The chi-squared, being calculated on
the raw data and not on the
percentages, is correct ; but the new
results make quite a bit of difference,
and in particular it gives the lie to
Creationists' claims to be the only
Christians.
(2) The actual question asked about
common ancestors was the one
given in the Results section of the
text : do they believe that "two
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different kinds" can have a common
ancestor. The "species" version was
my too-hasty attempt to put it into a
telegraphic form for the Table.
And so to Created Kinds. The great
Linnaeus (his actual name was Carl
Linnaeus - he became Carl von Linne
when he was elevated to the
aristocracy) led the way. But as Mr
Lang notes the logistical problems of
Noah's Ark render it impossible for
modern creationists to follow his lead;
another instance of creationists
making facts fit hypothesis rather than
the other way round.
Mr Lang has done a good job of
collecting creationists' definitions (or
non-definitions) of "kind". Gish's
(1981) definition, equating it with
Species, is the only one to follow
Linnaeus and so has those Arkproblems, but will of course have
quite a lot of exceptions, like the
zoological species criterion. Dogs
and cats cannot be persuaded to
interbreed; horses, asses and zebras
may interbreed, but hybrids are sterile
(with perhaps a very few exceptions);
cattle, gaur, banteng, yak and bison
will interbreed and the male hybrids
are sterile but the females are fertile;
lions, tigers and leopards do not
interbreed in the wild, but may do so
in captivity, and their hybrids are
fertile; hamadryas and anubis
baboons interbreed in the wild, but
over a very narrow band where their
ranges meet; Barren-Ground and
Peary Caribou interbreed in some
areas, but not in others; Herring Gulls
and Lesser Black-Backed Gulls
coexist without interbreeding in
northwestern Europe, but are
connected by an unbroken gradation
of intermediates going around the
Arctic Circle; white-backed and blackbacked magpies are connected by a
continuum of intermediates through
northern Victoria and southeastern
NSW. In other words, all stages from
complete reproductive isolation to
complete multigeneration interfertility
exist: exactly what we would expect
under the evolution model, but
inexplicable if one wants to believe in
once-for-all created "kinds".
Of the "definitions" surveyed by Mr
Lang, the one I like best is the one
(out of several) given by Scott Huse,

that it may approximate to the ''family"
designation. There is an increasing
inclination nowadays to include
humans and great apes in the same
family (Hominidae), so if creationists
would agree on this definition of
Huse's then the outrageous
misrepresentations of
palaeoanthropology by Gish,
Bowden and others would cease.
This is perhaps the point to refer to
Carl Wieland's letter in the Autumn
1989 issue of The Skeptic (9, 1 :40).
He says, in his second point, that he
did in_fact give a definition of a
created kind, though "what I said was
there was no possibility of a nontautological definition", which is as
good as no definition in my opinion.
Still, I may have missed something,
but if I remember correctly we were
getting bogged down in Lord
Morton's Quagga at that juncture. I
do not recall exactly what point Carl
was making (though he seemed to be
arguing that all equids were of a
single created kind), but the case has
historical importance, and has
something to teach us in the present
context, so I will briefly recount it:
Lord Morton, in 1820, acquired a
male Quagga - a hatt-striped equid
(now alas extinct) from South Africa,
probably a subspecies of the
common Plains Zebra. Having failed
to obtain a female, he mated it to a
mare (a seven-eighths Arabian), and a
hybrid was born, which had some
stripes and, like its father, an upright
mane rather than a flowing one like its
mother. The mare was later bred to a
black Arabian horse, and produced
two successive foals, which were
described as being as striped as was
the quagga hybrid, and having
upright manes. Lord Morton was
convinced that the quagga had
"infected" the subsequent offspring
of his erstwhile mate, and Darwin, in
"The Origin of Species" and
elsewhere, was impressed by such
supposed examples (and, of course,
a similar idea can be found in some
popular circles today: "you can never
get a pedigree litter from a bitch that
has had cross-breeds", or "a white
woman who's been with a black man
can never have pure white babies").
The theory was called Telegony.

Darwin did, however, consider an
alternative: "reversion". Did hybrids
tend to revert to an ancestral stage in
the evolution of the group to which
the two parental species belonged?
J.C. Ewart in 1899 wrote a book, "The
Penycuik Experiments", in which he
described similar experiments which
he had conducted. He refuted the
"infection" idea, pointing out that
surviving paintings of Lord Morton's
animals failed to substantiate the
"upright mane" claim, and that horses
can occasionaly have fairly marked
stripes anyway. One of Ewart's
mares, which had previously borne a
foal to a Plains Zebra, bore a perfectly
normal foal to an Arab stallion. On the
other hand, the hybrids, sired by the
same zebra on five different mares,
were more closely striped than their
sire and not halfway between their
sire and dam, and he favoured the
"reversion" theory.
I suspect that creationists will want to
use Ewart's experiments as a basis for
defining a "kind"; the hybrid could be
said to show that the original genes
are still there (as indeed they could
be: I wonder if they realise that such a
conclusion amounts to an
acceptance of evolution?) .lf I read
their minds correctly, they will have to
come to terms with the sterility of the
hybrids, the existence of nonoverlapping differences between the
seven living equid species in skulls,
teeth, limb bones, blood proteins,
chromosomes and mitochondrial
DNA. Were I interested in trying to
deduce how many "created kinds" of
equids there are, I just would not
know which way to argue: probably
that they are all different. The
problems do not end there, as there
is the question whether the
Przewalski Horse (from Mongolia,
though now extinct in the wild) may
not really be a different species from
domestic horses, as its chromosome
number is different. The six different
subspecies of the Onager (or Asian
Wild Ass) differ rather strikingly, and
you have to accept that different
alleles have become fixed in each
one (ie, evolution has occurred), yet
they are all interfertile. Exactly what
you'd predict on the evolutionary
model, of course.
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I think that the survey question on
"kinds" indicates the complexities of
this matter. If you try to maintain a
belief in these "kinds", you are led
into such devious sophistry that the
argument becomes impossible to
communicate to the ordinary
fundamentalist-in-the-street. The
unfortunate creed-follower knows
that the Bible is supposed to be
inerrant, but has no idea what mental
convolutions that proposition leads to and, for sure, the leaders of their faith
are not going to let them into the
secret, even if they have thought
about it themselves. I suspect that it
is the same with Young Earth versus
Gap Theory: the latter is compatible
with the corpus of geology (if of
nothing else!) , but does not square
all that well with Biblical inerrancy, so
could be difficult to get across to the
congregation at large.
Of course, the recent exposure of
the fraudulence of Jimmy Swaggert
could have something to do with it
too ; but one hopes that the
Assemblies of God would not jump to
the conclusion that a moral failing
implies intellectual failings as well.
CG

The Numbers Game
Dear Sir,
Sir Jim R. Wallaby's research into the
variables affecting Numerology
(Autumn 89) was marred by the
omission of the history of the
establishment of the International
Date Line, and its consequences.
Had this been fixed on the western
side of Australia, everyone's Birth
Number would drop by one. Arbitrary
bends in it quite unfairly deprive
expectant mothers of the
westernmost island of Fiji of the
power to influence the character and
personality of their offspring by
moving a few yards east or west prior
to giving birth.
Its location also raises questions for
Seventh Day Adventists : how do
their adherents coming here from
America cope when it comes to
determining the Sabbath? Does it
make a difference whether they come
via Europe or via the Pacific?
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On another matter, the
Lyons/Kovarch/Groves survey of
beliefs on creation and evolution
(Summer 88) was unduly restrictive in
asking about the school time to be
given to creationism and evolution
only. How about the Aboriginal
stories of the origins of this land and
its people?
There is a case for them to have at
least equal time relative to the Biblical
account. Firstly, they represent a far
more mature and ancient tradition,
pre-dating the Book of Genesis by
tens of thousands of years.
Secondly, they are indigenous: they
are the stories of the formation of this
land, these trees, rivers, hills, animals,
birds, etc, among which we have
chosen to live. The Bible says
nothing about Uluru, Boobera
Lagoon, eucalypts, kangaroos,
platypus, kookaburras etc. So
Aboriginal stories add a relevance
and immediacy lacking in those
formulated in the eastern
Mediterranean, transported across
Europe, and brought here in the
luggage of colonialism.
Finally, they have a good track record.
It is fair to grade such stories by their
fruits: the extent to which they
provide a basis for harmonious
relations between people and land,
within groups of people and between
groups. Many, including social
anthropologists around the world, are
coming to recognise Australian
Aboriginal society as a front runner
here, with much to teach us all.
Inviting people to think about such
matters may put some dents in
dogmatism, and remind them whose
land it is they live in.
- Richard Buchhorn

Priorities
Dear Sir,
It is good to see the growth in the size
of The Skeptic, however all it means
is that the converted have more to
read .
I would like to see a reduction in the
size of The Skeptic and the pages
that would normally have been
printed used as bulletins in

campaigns of awareness raising.
Some destinations could be the
editors of all Australian newspapers
and magazines, Departments of
Consume!' Affairs, TV and radio
stations, e~c.
The mailing would coincide with each
issue of The Skeptic and responses
could form future articles for The
Skeptic.
Hope you find these ideas worthy.
- P. McGrath
Editor's comment: To a certain
extent, some of your ideas have
already been acted upon with the
publication ofSkeptical (see news
item this issue). We also already have
a large media component in the
magazine's circulation list, and many
newspapers, radio and TV stations
pick up on specific stories for use in
their own outlets. Sometimes,
however, neither the magazine nor a
direct approach is successful in
soliciting media interest - see Harry
Edwards' update of his numerology
investigations in this issue. As coeditor of this journal, I would love to
actually see an increase in the size of
the journal rather than a decrease, to
ensure that our valued supporters are
getting their money's worth. Thus
editorial contributions are always
wlecome. Your idea of bulletins will
be discussed at future committee
mertings. Thank you for your
suggestions.
-TM

Teutonics
Dear Sir,
In The Skeptic (Vol 9, No 1), the ninth
line from the bottom of the left hand
column of page 17, the editor has
seen fit to include the name of one
Ludwig von Beethoven. As the
author of the article in question, I take
exception to the editor's highhanded attempt to make me appear
to be an uncultured buffoon who
doesn't know a vonfrom a van. My
only regret is that the practice of
horsewhipping editors on the steps
of their clubs has, sadly, fallen out of
fashion.
- Jim R. Wallaby (Sir)
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Publicising
Creationism
Dear Sir,
The recent public meeting
"Confronting Creationism" in
Melbourne*, while it was very good
and well organised, leads one to
question ~hether one now needs
publicity to continue campaigning
against the creationists in Australia.
By doing so, one is according them a
prominence that they do not deserve
instead of allowing them to sink into
the obscurity that they do deserve.
Campaigning should perhaps be
related to the extent that the
creationists seek to impose their
views on everybody else and to the
degree of harm or potential harm they
bring about (especially in education) .
No amount of campaigning or
argument will convert committed
creationists, and it is a lesson of
history that persecution of this or that
religion only serves to strengthen it
and augment its powers of survival.
It does not seem (and in this I ask for
information) that creationists are
creating (pun intended) very much
havoc at present in Australia; even in
Queensland, according to one of the
leaflets handed out at the meeting,
the option of teaching the creationist
"theory", as allowed by current
legislation, is in practice ignored by
most teachers. Perhaps, then, the
creationists should simply be
increasingly ignored. However, I do
agree that continued vigilance is
necessary.
By all accounts the situation would
appear to be very different in the
USA, at least in some of their states.
During a visit to Virginia in 1986, I
recall seeing an item on the local TV
news about a child at a public school
in one of the Carolinas whose
fundamentalist parents objected to
virtually every curriculum and every
syllabus book; there was no pleasing
them. The school authorities were
driven "scatty'' trying to accommodate
these people in a very laudable
attempt to allow freedom of
conscience to every citizen, however
crackpot that conscience may be. I
do not know the outcome nor do I
remember the exact details of the

affair; I think the authorities ended up
by sending the child to some
fundamentalist college albeit at
considerable extra cost in transport,
etc. Perhaps if any American
Skeptics see this letter, they might be
able to enlighten us further.
- Michael Gamble
* Organised by the Victorian branch of
Australian Skeptics and held in March of
this year, this meeting presented
scientific responses to creationist
arguments. It had been originally
intended that the meeting would be a
debate (or at least have creationist
representatives present) but creationists
were not able to attend officially.
Nonetheless, the meeting attracted a
large audience. - Ed

Is Something
Nothing?
Dear Sir,
Dr Henson's comments on science
(Summer 88) were so wise as to
approach art.
May I add from a point of view in art a
few common expedients used in
science which even fit the definition
of "metaphysical" (wash your mouth
out) .
Viz, ✓-1, the teseract and extra
vectors. Each are inventions which
conjure from the creative process
which is common to both science and
art. Other useful expedients exist in
science unchallenged by strict
scientific method. Imaginary numbers
exist only as concepts, one may say
they are irrational. Ratios {1t' for
example) were so described. Such
creations dignify reason, even
though like the teseract they are meta
real, other than real, from a dream.
They are works of art, for where do
they exist?
I know that mature scientists can
distinguish unreal expedients of
science which are in themselves
essentially the same as components
of pure fine creative art. Where I do
have doubt is when artless scientists
unaware of the myriad philosophies
and masterpieces of art fall through
illusions into delusions, mixing bits of
art with science in an indiscriminate
syncretic manner. It's always obvious :

the distinguished anthropologist, but
bigoted vitalist ; the eminent
physician, but vague pretender to
ineffable powers; the learned
geneticist and pseudopoet .
Suddenly all lawyers are Oliviers and
Laughtons, doctors are really
aestheticians usurping psychiatrists,
the PhD brigade renowned for
gullibility are awash with ineffable
expedients once unutterable in
respectable scientific circles.
This art condition is usually a mature
onset disease, often presenting in
frustrated unpublished and
unrequited scientists, as well as the
very excellent. Strange how you'll
notice matured scientists so subtly
mantle themselves with all that is so
very acceptable from art: cadences,
mood, certain contrived empathy,
even panache, then proceed to make
their silk ear out of a sow·s purse. I
wish to make the point they are
artless.
Attempting to make something out of
~othing or nothing out of something
1s an art. When scientists attempt to
do this they must realise they are
being artists, and in the company of
artists they will be conspicuous.
Dr Henson's distinct and enlightened
statements graciously present
scientists to an analysis of the criteria
of art found in science by his defining
of the borders of science, by showing
an overview of science so that
whatever may be art (good or bad) will
stick out.
Scientists who can differentiate
principles of art from principles of
science stand like the creator or
conductor of a symphony who makes
a synthesis of such elements as
uniqueness, ineffability and
inimitability, of universality,
repeatability, replicability and
predictability- to name but a few. The
artistic scientist observing what is of
nothingness, dream stuff, ( ✓-1) an
expedient negative mathematical
reality, and what is of something real,
strong-weak nuclear forces,
electromagnetism, gravity, is masterly
and is not heard piping on with
mythmania, with ugly mixtures of
good science and bad art .
- Owen Shaw (Artist)
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Reasons to Believe
Dear Sir,
I agree with Mr H. Harant's view in The
Skeptic Summer 88 that we would be
better occupied in trying to
understand believers rather than
ridiculing minority religious beliefs.
The Editor would do better to be
concerned about the many Skeptics
who are not aware of the harm they
do to science by rushing into print
with unchecked false statements,
publishing hafl-baked surveys
without bothering to do pilot surveys
as a preliminary as was the case with
W. Grey in the Winter 88 Skeptic.
It is not easy to survey things like
religious belief etc which are very
personal and unconscious rather
thanthoughtoutbythe
respondents. This is why most such
surveys are worthless. The real
questions we should ask is ''what do
people 'really' mean when they
answer a question like 'Do you
believe in God, astrology etc'."
I have made a most extensive
personal one to one study of a large
variety of "believers" in the
supernatural, etc. What has
impressed me and other careful
workers is that most have scarcely any
knowledge of the religion, cult, etc
they say they believe in. Nor are they
the least bit interested in learning
about it either. What is most
important for us is to draw the
distinction between "believers" and
'1rusters".
Most "believers" in a religion, church,
etc are ignorant of its tenets. Now,
you can1 believe in something you
have no idea of! What they do is trust
their Church, Rev Swaggart,
astrology, etc. They do this in much
the same way we trust our Dentist,
Doctor, Motor Mechanic, etc. And if
we don1 understand these matters,
we are just as likely to get ripped off.
But there is far too much to know, so
we all take 99%+ of the world on trust.
Many Skeptics are quite wrong about
the things they like to Pontificate
about and can't be bothered getting
an in-depth knowledge before they
become an "expert", so what right do
they have to compalin about
astrologers and their clients?
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The level of belief and trust is also
qualified. The real measure is
whether people will put their money
where their mouth is. Recently an
athlete intoxicated by steroids
believed he was indestructable and
drove his car at 40mph into a tree to
prove it. What was proved was that
he was a true believer! Now all these
surveys, including the worst, agree
that women are grossly more
religious/superstitious than men. If a
respondant really believes/trusts
astrology the odds are that we are
dealing with a female. However if a
male college student goes round
saying he disbelieves in astrology he
seriously jeopardises his love life! All
such accidentals must be considered
when we study the results of a
survey. People are notorious at
stating what they believe will be
acceptable rather than what they
really believe! A person may say they
don1 believe in astrology when what
they really mean is that they believe
that it works, but is demonic. In other
words, they are making a moral
judgement rather than making a
technical statement, but what else
can they do when faced with such
leading Yes/No questions?
Since females are so superstitious, I
propose that the male homosexual
would also be and this would make
superstition an even more exclusively
female attribute? I think we should be
asking why females are like that? My
theory is that the female evolved to
be superstitious while the male
evolved otherwise . Being
superstitious really means relying on
intuition which is a notable female
attribute. I also believe that our beliefstructures depend rather more on
hormones than intellectual activity. I
have much modern scientific
evidence to back this theory up which
comes under the heading of
"Neuroscience" which is a new major
field of science which has developed
in the last generation. However, I am
not going to pontificate about it!
Instead, I would like my theory to be
considered and tested in the best
scientific tradition. Mr Harant is right
about the waste of pages debunking
the "tooth fairy" when only the
Skeptics read it anyway!

So how about less ''witty" selfcongratualtions and more serious
thinking Skeptics?
- Keith Rex
Editor's c.1.:,mment:On one point, The
Skeptic is sent to many people other
than just fellow Skeptics. We have
many non-Skeptical readers, and the
magazine is widely distributed to the
media, where it is often used as the
source for investigative journalism.
We would also welcome comment on
Mr Rex' views.

Heaven & Hell
Dear Sir,
I was somewhat sceptical when I read
the article under the heading
"Heaven is hotter than Hell" (Autumn
89), although I had been told that one
could prove anything from the Bible
by the careful selection of verses.
It was with considerable curiosity that I
turned to the Bible for verification of
the article. I was, however, greatly
disappointed to find that the verse
quoted had been misquoted and also
quoted out of context. The latter is of
course a fairly standard technique
used by fundamentalists.
Isaiah 30 :26 quoted in "The Sk•9ptic"
reads "Moreover the light of the
Moon shall be as the light of the 3un,
and the light of the Sun shall be
sevenfold as the light of seven days."
Isaiah 30 :26 in fact reads ''Then Moonlight will be as bright as Sunlight and
Sunlight itself will be seven times
brighter - like the light of seven days
in one" (New Jerusalem Bible).
Isaiah 28-31 is a collection of sayings
when Isaiah exerted all his influence
in an unsuccessful attempt to divert
Hezekiah from taking part in the
rebellion against Assyria. Heaven is
not mentioned . although the description obviously appealed to the
writer of the article as Heaven, but the
more pragmatic Hebrew dwelt little on
the afterlife, looking for help and
good times here and now. The figure
seven indicates fullness and
completeness, and the brightness of
the sun a metaphor for glory.
A modern myth has been created.
- Dan Mcluskey
This letler has been abbreviated slightly for reasons of ,paoe.
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Lucky Number Systems - Pt II
HARRY EDWARDS
Concurrently with the publication of
the last issue of The Skeptic, in which
appeared
the
results
of
my
investigations into an astrology/
numerology based get-rich-quick
scheme, copies of the article were
sent to four Sydney TV stations,
seven periodicals, twenty newspapers and to one of the promoters
of the scheme - numerologist Mark
Gruner.
To my mind, the interests of the
consuming public and the need to
redress the imbalance of reporting on
the paranormal were not met; the
response generally leaving much to
be desired.
None of the TV media evinced any
interest, neither did Australasian
Post, Open Road, People, The
Picture, New Idea or Womens
Weekly, many of which had at some
time
featured
advertisements
promoting
the
scheme
under

consideration.
lta Buttrose however, whose new
publication lta is possibly the first
women's magazine not to carry an
astrology column, did say that she
would keep in mind the possibility of
including sceptical articles in her
publication at some future date.
Of the print media, the Melbourne
Herald & Weekly Times, The Manly
Daily and The Sydney Morning Herald
carried the story, although in the latter
case, much to the chagrin of science
writer Bob Beale, the sub-editing of
his story took away much of the
potential impact. The inclusion of a
15 x 17cm photograph of Mark
Gruner (twice the size of the
accompanying text), wearing a
"custom made headband featuring a
forehead
crystal to
help him
concentrate while discerning the
number patterns", probably had the
effect of promoting the irrelevant
gimmick at the expense of the more
pragmatic revelations.
Lightlook Pty Ltd, the company

promoting the get-rich-quick scheme,
reacted to the publicity with an
unsigned statement dismissing the
results of my investigations as
"baseless assumptions" . No specific
allegation was
addressed,
nor
contrary information given.
The statement did mention,
however, that Lightlook had the
names of many winners on file, and
that all requests for refunds had been
honoured as soon as possible.
The former statement does not
reconcile with the absence in
subsequent advertisements of any
mention of winners large or small;
and in respect of refunds, I had to
apply three times over a six week
period, finally threatening exposure
to the Department of Consumer
Affairs before receiving a refund.
Garry Wiseman, one of the two
principals involved, has stated that he
had dropped out of the scheme in
April 1988, although a check with the
Corporate
Affairs
Department
disclosed that as at March 1989 he
was still listed as a director of the
company.
Notwithstanding that a perusal of
the
advertisements
strongly
suggests that Mark Gruner is the
pivotal figure and that he was referred
to by the company secretary during a
phone conversation as "a director'',
he is not listed as such, and refers to
himsett as a consultant on a "modest
wage".
On the credit side, Senator
Bolkus, the Federal Minister for
Consumer Affairs, answering a
question in the Senate on March 7,
said : "They [get-rich-quick Lotto
schemes] are certainly not a new
approach to ripping off gullible
consumers ... they are merely a
variation of existing pyramid schemes
or games ... In order that we can offer
adequate and effective protection to
consumers, we are pursuing this
matter not only on a co-operative
basis with the States, but also on our

level with a keenly tuned publicity
campaign, as well as an intention on
the part of the Trade Practices
Commission to prosecute wherever
we can."
Finally, during an interview with
2CA, I was asked, "What's wrong with
people buying sets of numbers to
play Lotto, and what harm does it
do?"
To the first question, I replied that
it would be cheaper and just as
propitious to use a pin and select
numbers from a telephone directory;
and to the second, reiterated a
phone conversation with an 88 year
old housebound invalid pensioner
who, seduced by sett-professed
psychics
claiming
supernatural
powers, had invested and lost money
she could ill afford, in the hope that a
little luck would come her way.
While one can be disparaging of
the gullible, and have little sympathy
for the greedy caught up in a
charlatan's net ... what of the needy?
Harry Edwards is national secretary of
Australian Skeptics and chief investigator
for the national committee.

Contributions
We welcome contributions
of articles, news items and
letters to the editor from our
readers.
Articles can be any length
(although longer articles may
have to be run over more than
one issue). Letters should be
brief and to the point
(although as you can see
from this issue we do not
hesitate to run longer items
if necessary).

The Second
Australian Skeptics
Student Essay
Competition
$500 prize
The competition is open to all current
primary, secondary and tertiary students
enrolled at an Australian education facility.

TOPICS
"The Validity of the Paranormal"

or
A Sceptical Examination of One
Particular Area of the Paranormal
Essays can be up to 5000 words in length, and must make clear definition
between the paranormal and the normal. Entries, with name and address,
age and details of student status, should be sent to:
Australian Skeptics, PO Box E324, St James NSW 2000
Closing deadline: October 6, 1989
Winning entry will be announced and published in "The Skeptic"*, Vol 9, No 4.
Further information is available from Australian Skeptics at the above address.
* Published quarterly by Australian Skeptics Inc.

